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H-4 COCKPIT DRAINAGE SYSTEMS 
 
Based on ABYC's assessment of the existing technology, and the problems associated with achieving the goals of 
this standard, ABYC recommends compliance with this standard for all boats, associated equipment, and systems 
manufactured and/or installed after July 31, 2009. 
 
4.1 PURPOSE 

This standard is a guide for the definition, design, and construction of cockpit drainage systems. 
 
4.2 SCOPE 

This standard applies to all boats with cockpits. 
 
4.3 REFERENCES 

4.3.1  The following publications form a part of this standard.  Unless otherwise noted the latest version of 
referenced standards shall apply. 
 
4.3.1.1 ABYC - American Boat & Yacht Council, Inc., 613 Third St. Suite 10, Annapolis, MD 21403                
Phone:  (410) 990-4460  Fax: (410) 990-4466. Website: www.abycinc.org 
 
 ABYC H-3, Windows, Windshields, Exterior Hatches, Doors, Port Lights, and Glazing Materials 
 ABYC H-5, Boat Load Capacity  
 ABYC H-22, Electric Bilge Pump Systems 
 ABYC H-27, Seacocks, Thru-Hull Connections, and Drain Plugs 
 ABYC S-30, Outboard Engine and Related Weights 
 
4.4 DEFINITIONS – For the purposes of this standard, the following definitions apply. 

4.4.1 Assisted Bailing - A cockpit fitted with a drainage system that allows water entering the cockpit to drain to a 
cavity (i.e. bilge, locker, sump box) within the boat structure and, in turn, is eliminated by a bailing method, i.e. pump 
(either manual, mechanical, or electrical), or manual scoop. 
 
4.4.2 Bow cockpit - A cockpit forward of the operator that is neither an extension of, nor directly communicates 
with, the main cockpit. 
 
4.4.3 Boat Weight  - 
 
4.4.3.1  Outboard – The boat weight includes heaviest outboard engine for which the boat is rated (See ABYC S-30, 
Outboard Engine and Related Weights), full permanent fuel tanks, full permanent water tanks, the heaviest production 
tolerances, and factory supplied, permanently installed, non-portable appurtenances. 
 
4.4.3.2 Sterndrive and inboard – The boat weight includes sterndrive(s) and engine(s), batteries, full fuel system, full 
permanent water tanks, the heaviest production tolerances, and factory-supplied, permanently installed, non-portable 
appurtenances. 
 
4.4.3.3 Manual or sail powered boats not recommended for use with mechanical propulsion – The boat weight 
includes the heaviest production tolerances, full permanent water tanks, and factory-supplied, permanently installed, 
non-portable appurtenances. 
 
4.4.4 Cockpit - Any deck area that is lower than the adjacent weather deck of the boat and exposed to the 
elements. 
 
4.4.5 Cockpit depth -The maximum depth of water that can be contained in the cockpit with the drains closed, see 
appendix Fig. AP 4.1. 
 
4.4.6 Direct communication -The free flow of water in either direction. 
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