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About AIAG 
 

Purpose Statement 
Founded in 1982, AIAG is a globally recognized organization where OEMs and suppliers unite to address 
and resolve issues affecting the worldwide automotive supply chain. AIAG’s goals are to reduce cost and 
complexity through collaboration; improve product quality, health, safety and the environment; and 
optimize speed to market throughout the supply chain. 
 

AIAG Organization 
AIAG is made up of a board of directors, an executive director, and executives on loan from member 
companies, associate directors, a full-time staff, and volunteers serving on project teams. Directors, 
department managers and program manager’s plan, direct and coordinate the association’s activities 
under the direction of the executive director. 
 

AIAG Projects 
Volunteer committees focus on business processes or supporting technologies and methodologies. They 
conduct research and develop, publish, and provide training on standards, conventions, standard 
business practices, white papers, and guidelines in the areas of automatic identification, CAD/CAM, 
EDI/electronic commerce, continuous quality improvement, health focus, materials and project 
management, occupational health & safety, returnable containers and packaging systems, 
transportation/customs and truck & heavy equipment. 
 

AIAG PUBLICATIONS 
An AIAG publication reflects a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope and provisions.  An 
AIAG publication is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer and the general public.  The 
existence of an AIAG publication does not in any respect preclude anyone from manufacturing, marketing, 
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the publication. 
CAUTIONARY NOTICE 
AIAG publications are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest editions. 
MAINTENANCE PROCEDURE 
Recognizing that this AIAG publication may not cover all circumstances, AIAG has established a maintenance 
procedure. Please refer to the Maintenance Request Form at the back of this document to submit a request. 
 

Published by: 
Automotive Industry Action Group 

26200 Lahser Road, Suite 200 
Southfield, Michigan 48034 

Phone: (248) 358-3570 • Fax: (248) 358-3253 
 

APPROVAL STATUS 
The AIAG Materials Management Steering Committee and designated stakeholders approved this document 
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Foreword 
 
The purpose of this revision is to update the Standard by incorporating symbology options 
approved by the AIAG since the June 1988 version of the B-2.   
 
The B-2 Standard now recommends two options for linear symbologies - Code 39 or Code 128, 
and two options for two-dimensional symbologies - Data Matrix or QR Code.   
 
This revision will improve the integrity of computer readable information for Vehicle Programs 
(e.g. Vehicle Shipping, Vehicle Inspections, and Retail Inventory Control). 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION  
 
These specifications provide guidelines for printing/marking (Direct Part Marking- DPM) a 
Vehicle Identification Number (defined by SAE J272, U.S. Government).  This information is to 
be printed/marked in a bar coded format and affixed to the vehicle.  The addition of this 
information in a bar coded format should improve the integrity of computer readable information 
for Vehicle Programs, (e.g. Vehicle Shipping, Vehicle Inspections and Retail Inventory Control). 
 
This AIAG B-2 - Vehicle Identification Number (VIN) Label Application Standard is based on 
the AIAG B-4 - Parts Identification and Tracking Application Standard and the AIAG B-17 - 2D 
Direct Parts Marking Guideline.   This Standard recommends the use of the linear (1D) 
symbologies Code 39 or Code 128, or 2D symbologies Data Matrix or QR Code.  It is not the 
intent of this document to cause the obsolescence of existing systems.   
 
One of the criteria used when making the decision to recommend more than one symbology was 
the availability of existing auto-discrimination equipment to read multiple symbologies.  
 
It is the supplier’s responsibility to provide bar coded symbols that meet this standard.  
Adherence to these specifications will reduce implementation costs and increase benefits 
throughout the industry. 
 
All exhibits are for illustrative purposes only and may not be to scale or comply with bar code 
print quality standards. 
 
In this document the word, ‘SHALL’ indicates a requirement, while the word ‘SHOULD’ 
indicates a recommendation.
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