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ABOUT AIAG 
Purpose Statement 

Founded in 1982, AIAG is a globally recognized organization where OEMs and suppliers unite to address and resolve 
issues affecting the worldwide automotive supply chain. AIAG’s goals are to reduce cost and complexity through 
collaboration; improve product quality, health, safety, and the environment; and optimize speed to market throughout 
the supply chain. 

AIAG Organization 
AIAG is made up of a board of directors, an executive director, executives on loan from member companies, 
associate directors, a full-time staff, and volunteers serving on project teams. Directors, department managers, and 
program managers plan, direct and coordinate the association’s activities under the direction of the executive director. 

AIAG Projects 
Volunteer committees focus on business processes or supporting technologies and methodologies. They conduct 
research and develop, publish, and provide training on standards, conventions, standard business practices, white 
papers, and guidelines in the areas of automatic identification, CAD/CAM, EDI/electronic commerce, continuous 
quality improvement, health focus, materials and project management, occupational health & safety, returnable 
containers and packaging systems, transportation/customs and truck & heavy equipment. 

AIAG PUBLICATIONS 

An AIAG publication reflects a consensus of those substantially concerned with its scope and provisions.  An 
AIAG publication is intended as a guide to aid the manufacturer, the consumer and the general public.  The 
existence of an AIAG publication does not in any respect preclude anyone from manufacturing, marketing, 
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the publication. 

DISCLAIMER 

The Publisher does not make any representation or warranty, express or implied in relation to any information 
from this publication, and the Publisher does not assume any legal liability for the accuracy, completeness, or 
usefulness of any information from this publication.  

CAUTIONARY NOTICE 

AIAG publications are subject to periodic review and users are cautioned to obtain the latest editions. 

MAINTENANCE PROCEDURE 

Recognizing that this AIAG publication may not cover all circumstances, AIAG has established a maintenance 
procedure. Please refer to the Maintenance Request Form at the back of this document to submit a request. 

Published by: 
Automotive Industry Action Group 

26200 Lahser Road, Suite 200 
Southfield, Michigan 48033 

Phone: (248) 358-3570 • Fax: (248) 358-3253 

APPROVAL STATUS 

The AIAG Supply Chain Steering Committee and designated stakeholders approved this document for 
publication on October 20, 2010. 
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written permission of Automotive Industry Action Group. Copyright infringement is a violation of federal law subject to criminal and 
civil penalties.  
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FOREWORD 
As an alternative to RC-8, this document was created as a World-wide standard for disposable and re-
usable packaging with a goal of maximizing efficiency and reducing cost by minimizing the number of 
regional and international standard pallet sizes in use.  45x48" pallets are peculiar to North America and 
are not effective elsewhere.  The growing international trade requires pallets, cartons, totes, etc., that fit 
both supplier and customer facilities world-wide.  Another goal is to have these items fit trucks, sea 
containers and rail cars everywhere, but especially cube out most efficiently in sea containers, as this has 
the largest effect on the cost of intercontinental transportation.   
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INTRODUCTION 
This standard covers the standard pallet footprint for intercontinental transport.  

This document will specify the foot print and include recommended pallet styles. 

The word SHALL is a requirement, the word SHOULD is a recommendation.  

It is understood that the parts and package must arrive in a satisfactory condition at the usage point.  

The value for the “unit-of-measure” used in this document will be in millimeters (mm).  

  

This is a preview of "AIAG RC-12:2010". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/AIAG/AIAGRC122010?source=preview


 
 

 

RC-12 
Intercontinental Pallet Standard  
Version 1 Issued 11/2010 

- 6 - 

1 PALLETS, CARTONS AND BULK CONTAINERS 
The pallet size is predicated on an interior sea container width of 2337mm, with a minimum door opening 
height of 2286mm, and lengths of 5892mm 20 foot container) and 12,014mm  40 foot container). 

1.1 PALLETS 
The AIAG standard pallet footprint SHALL be used unless the part dictates special consideration as per 
section 1.1.4. All wood pallets SHALL conform to the National Wood Pallet Container Association 
Voluntary Standard for Wood Pallets (NWPCA). All wood pallets SHALL conform to ISPM-15.  
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1.1.1 Pallet Footprints 
The AIAG standard pallet is 1140x980mm. 

Intercontinental pallet size tolerances SHALL be +0/-6.3mm . 

1.1.2 Style IC1 Pallet 
 IC1 is a block style pallet with full perimeter bottom boards 

 

Figure 1: IC1 Pallet 
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1.1.3 Style IC2 Pallet 
IC2 is a block style pallet, without full perimeter bottom boards.  

 

Figure 2: IC2 Pallet 
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