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ANSINSPI-8 1996 

AMERICAN 
NATIONAL 
STANDARD 

Approval of an American National Standard requires vedidcm by ANSI that  the  requirements  for  due  process, consensus, and  other 
criteria  for  approval  have been met  by the standard  developer. 

consawS is established  when,  in  the  judgment  of  the ANSI Board  of  Standard  Review,  substantial  agreement  has  been  reached  by 
directly and  materially affected interests.  Substantial  agreement  means  much  more than a  simple  majority,  but  not  necessarily 
unanimity. Consensus requires that aIl views and objections be coasidered, and that a concerted  effort be made toward  their  resolution. 

The use of American  National Standards is completely  voluntary;  their  existence does not in any respect  preclude  anyone,  whether 
he  has  approved this standard or not, fiom manufacturing,  marketing,  purchasing, or  using  products,  processes,  or  procedures  not 
conforming to  the  standards. 

The American  National Standards Institute  does  not  develop standards and  will  in  no  circumstances  give  an  interpretation of any 
American National Standard Moreover, no persan shall have  the  right or authority  to  issue  an  interpretation  of  an  American  National 
Standard in the name of  the American National Staodards Institute.  Requests for interpretations  should  be addressed to  the  secretariat 
or  sponsor  whose  name  appears  on  the  title  page of this standard. 

CAUTION  NOTICE: This American N a t i d  Standard may be revised cx withdrawn  at  any  time.  The procedures of the  American 
National  Standards  Institute  require  that  action be taken  periodically  to  reaffirm,  revise,  or  withdraw this standard. 

STATE-. This volunhy standard has been developed under the  published  procedures of the American National Standards 
Institute. The N a t i d  Spa and Pool Institute., its mgnbgs, and  those  participating in its  activities do not  accept  any  liability  resulting 
h compliance or noncanpliance with  the pvisiom given herem, for any restrictions imposed on  materials,  or  for  the  completeness 
of the  text. 

NSPI does not dtcr or e n f i i  campliance with the contents of this document,  and  any  certification of products  stating  compliance 
with  requirements  of this document  are  at  the  sole  responsibility  of  the certifier. 

It is assumed  and  intended  that  pooVspa users will  exercise  appropriate  personal  judgment  and  responsibility  and  that 
ownerdoperators  will  create  and  enforce rules of  behavior  and warning appropriate  for  their poohpa. 

Copyright'  by the  National Spa and  Pool  Institute  19%. 

All rights reserved. No  part of this book may be rqmdwd, stored  in  a  retrieval system, or transcribed, in any form or by any means, 
electronic, mechanicai, photocopying, dg, or otherwise, without written permission  from  the  publisher:  National  Spa  and  pool 
Institute, 2 1  1  1  Eisenhower  Avenue,  Alexandria, VA 223 14-4698. 
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FOREWORD 

(This Foreword is not  part  of  the  American  National  Standard ANSINSPI-8 1996) 

The  objective  of this standard is to pmvide nxmmded minimum guidelines to assist  local  jurisdictions  and  other  regulatory  bodies, 
where  necessary, in the  development  and  promulgation  of  criteria  for  model  barrier codes. 

The design requirements and comtruction  practices in this standard are based  upon sound engineering  principles, research and  field 
experience  which,  when  applied  properly,  contribute  to  the  delivery,  installation,  and  safe use of the p u s p a  product. 

The  words  safe  and  safety are not  absolutes.  While  the  goal  of this standard  is  to  design  and  construct  a  safe,  enjoyable  product,  it 
is reqpzed that risk factas cannot, as a  practical  matter, be reduced to  zero in any  human  activity. This standard does not  replace 
good  judgment  and  personal  responsibility. 

As with any producf the spec& remmmxMons for installation and use provided  by  the  manufacturer  should be carehlly observed. 

This standad was prepared by the Model Banier Code  Committee  of  the  National  Spa  and  Pool  Institute  (NSPI) in accordance  with 
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) Procedures  for  the  Development  and  Coordination  of  American  National  Standards 
utilking  the  ANSI accredited canvass  method Consensus approval  was  achieved  by  public  review  and  ballot  of  the  ANSI  accredited 
canvass  list. 

The consaws cummi- that epproved this standard was  balanced to ensure that  individuals from competent  and  concerned interests 
have had an  opportunity to participate.  The  proposed  standard  was  made  available  for  public  review  and  comment  which  provides 
an oppomonityfor additional  public  input from industry, academia, safety experts, regulatory  agencies,  public  health  authorities  and 
the  public-at-large. 

The following orgamzat~ons, recogumd as having an interest in the  standardization  of  model  barrier code requirements  for  pooldspas 
were contacted prior to the approval of this standard.  Inclusion in this list  does  not  necessarily  imply  that  the  organization  umcurred 
with  the  submittal  of  the  proposed  standard to ANSI. 

Ornanizations  Represented  Name of ReDresentative 

American  Institute  of  Architects . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert Wehrli 
American  Insurance Services Group . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Edward S .  Charkey 
American  Red  Cross . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Rhonda Starr 
Applied  Safety & Ergonomics . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Timothy  Rhoades 
Aquarius  Pools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Gene  Wells 
AquaspodSeasonmaster . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Don  Aymes 
Anzona  Dept. of  Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Timothy  J.  Flood,  M.D. 
Baja  Products, Ltd . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bernie  Burba 
Balboa  Instruments,  Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lee West 
Baltimore  County EPA, Maryland  Department  of  Public  Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William T. Hastings 
Chuck  Barbara . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
Beverly,  Massachusetts  Department  of  Public  Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Joseph  Walsh,  Jr. 
Building officials & Codes  Administrators . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sarah Rice 
Clark  County,  Nevada  Health  District . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Mike Barnhunt 
Constructions  Specifications  Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert Goodyear 
CNA Insurana Companies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richard  Morgan 
Davis  County. Utah Health  Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Delane  McGarvey 

Eastern States Building  Officials  Federation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Arthur H. W i n e  
Glen  Egstrom . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
Fibre  Tech,  Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hugh  Lynch 

DoverPools . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  BurtonGreen 
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Name of Reoresentative 

First  Lexington . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richard S. Stone 
Foundation for  Spinal  Cord Injury Prevention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ron Gilbert 
Alexander  Gabrielsen . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
Garrett  Liner . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ken Game8 
LaPorte  Water  Technologies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John Puetz 
Gym & Swim . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bob Wason 

Homer  Equipment of Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William  Kent 
International  Association  of  Plumbing & Mechanical  Of€icials . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S. Rawalpindiwala 
International  Swimming  Pool  Hall  of  Fame . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Sam Freas 
J.M.K.  Construction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Jeff  McGalliard 
J.S. Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Joe  Schmerler 
L.K.  Consultants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Les Kowalsky 
George  Lawniczak . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
Maryland  Dept. Of Health & Mental  Hygiene . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Michael L. Hmey 
Milwaukee,  Wisconsin  Health  Department . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Justus Baird 
National  Association  of Home Builders . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  James R. Dowling 
National  Environmental  Health  Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Nelson  E.  Fabian 
National  Safety  Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John  Fleming 
National  Sanitation  Foundation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  George  Kupfer 
New  York  City  Dept.  Bureau of Community  Sanitation  and  Pool  Products . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert L.  Burhans 
Occidental  Chemical  Corporation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Lawrence  F.  Rakestraw 
Orange  County  Health  Dept.,  California . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hlldy  B. Meyers 
Placer County  Environmental Health, Tahoe City,  Califomia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Leroy V.  Hitchcock 
Reidel  Environmental Services . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Daniel  Wilson 
Ri7zoPool . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  AlRizu, 
Rowley International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  William N. Rowley 
John R u s h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
San  Bernardmo,  California,  County  Department of Health . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  George F'fifber 
M&M Shuttleworths . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Edwin Shuttleworth 
Southern  Building  Code  Congress  International,  Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  John  R.  Battle 
Sta-Rite  Industries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Dennis Ruis 
Teledyne  Laars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Bob Besser 
Travelers  Insurance  Company . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eklward Golec 
University of California  Berkeley . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Richard  B.  Coleman 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  AIlitaHighsrmth 
U.S. Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Colin  Church* 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  warrenMatthers* 
U.S. General  Services  Administration . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Harold  R.  Buehler 
U.S. HUD - Construction  Standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Henry Omson* 
Underwriters  Laboratories . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert Williams 
Weiner & Associates . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Robert I. Weiner 
Donald  Witte . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Consultant 
World  Waterparks  Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Wally  James 
Yale  University  School  of  Medicine . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Eric Mood 

HawaiianPools,Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  RogerErdelac 

U.S. Department of Health,  Centers  for  Disease  Control,  Atlanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Kenneth  W.  Holt 

*non-voting 

Suggestions for improvement of this standard  should  be  sent  to  the  National  Spa  and  Pool Mtute ,  21 1  1 Eisenhower  Avenue, 
Alexandria,  VA 223 14, Attention:  Technical  Department. 
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In  accordance with American  National  Standards  Institute (ANSI) prccedures, this document will be reviewed  periodically.  The 
National  Spa and Pool Institute welcomes your comments and sugestions, and  continues to review all NSPI  standards,  which  include: 

ANSUNSPI- 1 1 99  1 Standard  For  Public Swimming Pools 
ANSUNSPI-2 1992  Standard  For  Public  Spas 
ANSUNSPI-3 1992 Standard  For  Permanently  Installed  Residential Spas 
ANSUNSPI-4 1992 Standard  For Abovegroundonground  Residential Swimming Pools 
ANSUNSPIJ  1995 Standard  For  Residential Inground Swimming Pools 
ANSVNSPI-6  1992  Standard  For  Residential  Portable Spas 

ANSINSPI-8 19% Model Barrier  Code for Residential Swimming Pools, Spas and  Hot  Tubs 
NSPI-7  Worlananship Standards For Swimming Pools  and Spas 

S’& thanks to the foumving whose coniribuaions and dedication ma& this shmdudpossible: 

Joe Schmerler, J.S. Associates,  Inc. 
Don Apes,  Aquasports/semmsonmaster, Inc. 
Laurie  Batter,  Batter Up! Productions 
Bob Besser, Teledyne Laars 
Don Burns,  SPEC 
Joel Caesar, NSPI,  Region  I 
Bill Kent, Homer  Equipment of Florida,  Inc. 
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Preamble to NSPI Model Child ProtectiodBarrier Code 

P r o t e c t i n g y o ~ ~ ~ ~ a c c i d e n t a l ~ ~ a n d n e a r a t - o w n i n g s i n a l l a q u a t i c e n ~ e n ~ , w h e t h e r n a t u r a l o r c o n s t r u c t e d ,  
is  a primary  concern  of  parents,  the  aquatic  indusby,  health  and  safety  organizations  and  regulatory  groups. 

To this end, orgauizations such as the  American Red Cross,  the  Drowning  Prevention  Foundation, Think First,  the  Natinal  Spa  and 
Pool Institute (NSPI), the Centers for  Disease  Control,  U.S.  Consumer  Product  Safety  Commission  CPSC),  the  Council  for  National 
Coopemtion in A N C S ,  the YMCA of the  United  States,  the  National  Rehabilitation Hospital, the  National  Swimming  Pool  Safety 
corrrmittee, the Tucsan Drowning prevenfon Committee and  the  National Swimming Pool  Foundation,  recognize  that  constant  adult 
supervision  is  the  primary  element  in an integrated  approach to drowning prevention. 

While  supervision  is  the key to accomplishing  the  objective  of  reducing  the  number of submersion  incidents,  it is well known that, 
at times, childm may do the mqeded, catching their supervisars of€ guard.  But  being  caught off guard  does  not  have to mean  being 
unprepared.  For  those  instances  when  the  unexpected  does occur and  there  may be a  lapse in supervision,  the  NSPI has developed 
the  Model  Child Protection5arrier Code. This Model  Code  establishes  layers  of  protection to  supplement  and  complement  the 
requirement  for .adult supervision  of  young  children  around  aquatic  environments. 

This is a  multipurpose  document,  intended to meet  the  needs  of code groups,  local  governments or building  departments,  where 
necessary, in tbe development and pratnulgation of  barrier criteria  for  residential  swimming  pools, spas and  hot tubs. It is understood 
that for the sake of diility and application, the style and format of this standard may  need to be revised to meet  the code-writing 
requirements of the  jurisdiction  having  authority. 

The  specific engineerin% parametem are to be used for  buildmg d e  implementation.  The  strategy  parameters are to be used for  local 
ordmances.  Note that in  a study of  drowning  and  near-drowning  incidents,  CPSC  found  that  the  majority  of  the  victims lived in or 
were visitmg the resib where the accident happened; less than two percent (2%) of the  accidents  occurred when a child trespassed 
on  the  property.  Most of the  victims  were  either  near  or  in  the  residence  immediately  prior to the  accident  and  reached  the  pool 
unnoticed. 

The key purpose of this code is to assist the owner lws jng  adult to avoid a poollspa  related  accident. Various options  are  designed 
to  deny,  delay  or  detect  unsupervised  entry  to  the pooVspa area. The  ultimate  responsibility  for  avoiding  accidents as well as 
maintaining  the  integrity of all  layers  of  protection  lies  with  the  property  owner or  adult  supervisor. 
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MODEL BARRIER CODE FOR RESIDENTIAL SWIMMING POOLS, SPAS AND HOT TUBS 

SCOPE 

These  requirements  establish  layers of protection  for  young  children  against the potential  for  drowning  and  near  drowning  in 
residential  swimming  pools, spas and  hot tubs by  limiting or delaying  their  access to swimming  pools, spas, and  hot  tubs. 

PURPOSE 

The objective  of these requirements is to establish provisions  that  address  supervision,  the  foremost  deterrent  to  a  young  child's  access 
to a pool, spa or hot  tub and to potential  accidental  drowning, both at  times  when  a  pool,  spa or hot tub is in use, and  at  times  when 
it  is  not  in use. 

Additionally, in the event of a  lapse in adult  supervision,  and  particularly for the  protection  of  children  in  the most at-risk  age  group, 
less than five (5 )  years of age, who cannot yet  appreciate or be instructed as to the risk of  drowning,  supplemental  layers of protection 
are established. They limit or delay  child access to an  outdoor or an  indoor  pool,  spa or hot  tub fiom the  surrounding  area and to an 
outdoor or an indoor  pool, spa or hot  tub from within a building or dwelling  where  walls of the buildmg or  dwelling  are  the  barrier, 
or  part of  the  barrier,  to  the  pool,  spa  or  hot  tub. 

SECTION I - LAYERS OF PROTECTION 

Every person in possession  of  land as owner, purchaser under 
contract,  lessee,  tenant or licensee, upon whch a  residential 
swimming  pool,  spa  or  hot  tub  is  installed on or  after  the 
effective  date  of this Code  shall: 

a. At all times  maintain,  or  cause to be maintained,  on  said 
land and at  said  pool,  spa or hot  tub, constant adult 
supervision of children  when  children  are known to be 
present on said  land or  at  said  pool,  spa or hot  tub.  And, 

b. hvide a  mea^^ of  permanent  perimeter  protection such 
as,  but not  limited  to  fencing,  stand-alone  walls or 
building  walls  (that shall  not contain indentations or 
protrusians except for normal construction  tolerances  and 
tooled masonry joints), screen enclosures or 
combinations of  means  including  natural  topography, 
shoreline of navigable sea, river  or  lake,  cliffs,  etc.,  or 
safety  covers  complying  with ASTM F 1346 199 1 ', an 
alarm, or other  approved  safeguard to limit or delay 
access of children to the  pool,  spa  or  hot  tub. And, 

c. Where a  building or dwelling wall serves as a  barrier,  or 
part  of  a barrier  to a pool, spa or hot  tub,  provide  means 

ASTM F 1346 1991, Performance Specification for 
Safety  Covers and Labeling  Requirements for all Covers for 
Swimming  Pools, Spas, and Hot Tubs. (To order copies of this 
Standard, contact ASTM 100 Barr Harbor Dr. West 
Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959. Phone: 610-832-9585) 

1 

of prote&m to limit OT delay access to the pool, spa  or  hot  tub 
through doors or windows in the buildingldwelling  wall  which 
provisions may, at  the  option  of  the  local  authority, be limited 
to dwehgs where  children  less  than  five (5) years  of  age  are 
permanent  residents  in  the  home. 

SECTION XI - ADULT SUPERVISION 

Adult  supervision  of  children  at  a  residential  swimming  pool, 
spa or hot  tub, or on  said  land  where  a  residential swimming 
pool,  spa or hot tub is installed  shall be in  accordance  with all 
of the  following  provisions: 

a. A person of reasonable  intelligence  and  ability,  at  least 
eighteen (1 8) years of  age, or, if less than eighteen (1 8) 
years  old, with training  in  supervision  such as Red Cross 
Life  Guard  certification. 

b. Apersonsupeavisingchildrenataswimmingpoolthatis 
deeper  than  four  feet (4') (1.2m) shall be proficient in 
swimming. 

c. A person who shall be in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the 
pool, so that  at  all  times  the  person  shall  have  visual 
contact  with  the  pool andor the childchildren he/she 
supenises and whose sole  purpose  at  the  pool,  spa or hot 
tub is supervision and  who shall not  engage  in  physical 
activities  not  related to supervision. 
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