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1

Purpose and Scope

1.1

Purpose

This Engineering Practice provides guidelines for biosecure, environmentally acceptable, and economically
sustainable disposal of livestock and poultry carcasses and carcass parts via composting.
1.2

Scope

This Engineering Practices covers planning, construction, operation, and maintenance of mortality composting
operations using naturally ventilated, static pile bin or windrow systems of the type typically used for routine or
emergency mortality management on farms or ranches. Guidelines for in-vessel or mechanically ventilated
composting systems are not covered.

2

Normative References

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references,
only the edition cited applies unless noted. For undated references, the latest approved edition of the referenced
document (including any amendments) applies.
NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 316 — Animal Mortality Facility
NRCS Conservation Practice Standard 317 — Composting Facility
NRCS National Engineering Handbook Part 637, Chapter 2 — Environmental Engineering, Composting

3

Definitions

3.1

aerobic: Pertaining to an organism or process that requires oxygen

3.2 ammonia (NH3): A gaseous compound that has a pungent odor and is commonly formed from organic
nitrogen compounds during composting
3.3 ammonium (NH4+): An ion of nitrogen and hydrogen that is readily converted to and from ammonia
depending on pH and moisture content of the compost pile
3.4

anaerobic: Pertaining to an organism or process that does not require air or free oxygen
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