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Introduction 
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specification enabling messages to be exchanged between the various parties involved in EBT programs. 

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to the X9 
Committee Secretariat, Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc., P.O. Box 4035, Annapolis, Maryland 21403 
USA. 
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Company Represented Representative 
RMG-SWIFT Jean-Marie Eloy 
RMG-VISA International Joseph Bugajski 
Rosetta Technologies Jim Maher 
Rosetta Technologies Paul Malinowski 
Rosetta Technologies Steven Shapiro 
Silver Bullet Technology, Inc. Bryan Clark 
Silver Bullet Technology, Inc. Matthew Dunne 
Solutran Dan Galinson 
Solutran Michelle Kocur 
Solutran Cindy Neiderhiser 
Solutran Carmen R. Nordstrand 
Source Technologies Wally Burlingham 
Source Technologies Roger Owens 
Standard Register Company Melissa Barnes 
Standard Register Company Russell Hill 
SWIFT/Pan Americas James Wills 
TECSEC Incorporated Ed Scheidt 
Texas EBT Doug Walker 
The Clearing House Vincent DeSantis 
The Clearing House Henry Farrar 
The Clearing House Susan Long 
The National Clearing House Tom D'Aquisto 
The National Clearing House Frank Jaffe 
The National Clearing House Karroll Searcy 
Troy Group, Inc. Keith Burgoyne 
Troy Group, Inc. Michael Riley 
U.S. Bank Tim Dawe 
U.S. Bank Scott LaPlante 
U.S. Bank Nicole Mettler 
U.S. Bank Marc Morrison 
U.S. Bank Christopher Stickney 
Unisys Corporation David J. Concannon 
Unisys Corporation Navnit Shah 
University Bank Stephen Ranzini 
University Bank Michael Talley 
VECTORsgi Jerry Bowman 
VECTORsgi Jim Fancher 
VECTORsgi Ron Schultz 
VeriFone, Inc. Allison Holland 
VeriFone, Inc. Dan Kannady 
VeriFone, Inc. Brad McGuinness 
VeriFone, Inc. Brenda Watlington 
Vicor, Inc. Rick Smith 
VISA John Aafedt 
VISA Joe Bugajski 
VISA Philippe De Smedt 
VISA Brian Hamilton 
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Company Represented Representative 
VISA Charlotte Rocha 
VISA Richard Sweeney 
Wachovia Bank Andrew Garner 
Wachovia Bank Raymond Gatland 
Wachovia Bank Chris Klapheke 
Wachovia Bank Scott Meloun 
Wachovia Bank Keith Ross 
Wachovia Bank Laurie Yeager 
Wells Fargo Bank Kevin Crockett 
Wells Fargo Bank Ann Kirk 
Wells Fargo Bank Chuck Perry 
Wells Fargo Bank Ruven Schwartz 
Wells Fargo Bank Mark Tiggas 
WorkflowOne Kurt Schnabel 
WorkflowOne Mel Stephenson 
WorkflowOne Larry Willman 
Xerox Corporation Frank Bov 
Xerox Corporation Susan Siani 

 
Under ASC X9 procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under the 
ASC X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or 
guideline(s) in a specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated 
organizations. However, this does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or 
guideline. (Note: Per X9 policy, company names of non-member participants are listed only if, at time of 
publication, the X9 Secretariat received an original signed release permitting such company names to appear in 
print.) 
 
The X9AB11 EBT/WIC group that developed this standard had the following members: 
Peter Relich, Chairman 
Bonnie Howard Belza, Editor 
 
Company Represented Representative 
ACI Worldwide Dan Archer 
ACS, Government Solutions Ricky Aviles 
ACS, Government Solutions Jeff Kohlmeyer 
ACS, Government Solutions Pat Solitro 
ACS, Government Solutions Kevin Zou 
American Bankers Association Tom Judd 
American Bankers Association C. Diane Poole 
American Express Company Richard Rodriguez 
American Express Company Vicky Sammons 
Booz Allen Hamilton Jamil Khan 
Canadian Payments Association Janet Lalonde 
Certicom Corporation Daniel Brown 
Chickasaw Nation Nutrition Services Joy Endres 
Chickasaw Nation Nutrition Services Jan L'Hommedieu 
Discover Financial Services Peggy Burggraf 
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Company Represented Representative 
DSHS WIC EBT Joe Graves 
Federal Reserve Bank Darin Contini 
Federal Reserve Bank Deb Hjortland 
Federal Reserve Bank Dexter Holt 
Fiserv Mary Bland 
Fiserv Dan Otten 
Food Marketing Institute Jennifer Hatcher 
FSTC, Financial Services Technology Consortium Christine Nautiyal 
GTECH Corp Steve Lupo 
Hypercom Mohammed Arif 
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co Dick Angerosa 
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co Edward Koslow 
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co Paul Simon 
J.P. Morgan Chase & Co Bonnie Wright 
JPMA, Inc. James Magee 
JPMA, Inc. Steve Porter 
Maximus, Inc. Jon Haught 
Maximus, Inc. Peter Relich 
MTG Management Consultants LLC Penny Hubert Tisdale 
MTG Management Consultants LLC Larry Layman 
NACHA The Electronic Payments Association Nancy Grant 
Stored Value Systems Cathy Duncan 
Stored Value Systems Mike Godfrey 
Stored Value Systems Johnny Sena 
Sweda Corp. Gary Fruit 
Sweda Corp. Jim Peterson 
Texas EBT Doug Walker 
Thought Matrix Consulting LLC Edward Oppenheimer 
University Bank Stephen Ranzini 
University Bank Michael Talley 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Gene Austin 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Bonnie Howard Belza 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Jennifer Kenney 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Erin McBride 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Kathy Ottobre 
USDA Food and Nutrition Service Kathy Tankersley 
VECTORsgi Jerry Bowman 
VECTORsgi Ron Schultz 
VeriFone, Inc. Allison Holland 
VeriFone, Inc. Dan Kannady 
VeriFone, Inc. Brad McGuinness 
VeriFone, Inc. Brenda Watlington 
VISA Richard Sweeney 
Wells Fargo Bank Kevin Crockett 
Wyoming WIC Program Rick Joslin 
Wyoming WIC Program Janet Moran 
Wyoming WIC Program Joni Sherry 
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This standard provides messages based on the International Standards Organization's (ISO) standard ISO 
8583:1993 – Financial transaction card originated messages - Interchange message specifications.  This standard 
utilizes the version number feature of ISO 8583:2003 to indicate that the messages are based on the ISO 
8583:1993 version.  Only those messages, data elements and functions required for EBT transactions are used in 
this standard.  A summary of the differences from X9.58 Financial transaction messages – Electronic benefits 
transfer (EBT) – Food stamps is provided in Annex D. 

Annexes A and B form an integral part of this standard.  Annexes C and D are for information only. 
 
To aid clarity the following conventions are followed within this standard: 
 
⎯ data element names have the first letter capitalized 

⎯ data element names are shown in italics except when used in tables or figures. 

Message class names are shown capitalized when the context refers to their use in messages or transactions 
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Financial transaction messages – Electronic benefits transfer 
(EBT) Part 1: messages 

1 Scope 

This standard provides all parties involved in Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) transactions with technical 
specifications for exchanging financial transaction messages.  The document standardizes message formats 
based on the ISO 8583 standard and thereby maximizes EBT productivity for all stakeholders in the industry. 

This standard describes messages in both an offline and online processing environment.  It specifies message 
structure, format and content, data elements and values for data elements used in EBT.  The method by which 
EBT settlement takes place is not within the scope of this standard. 

Data representation used in individual systems is subject to the commercial relationships between the parties 
contracting to each system.  The message formats specified in this standard are designed to ensure that 
compatibility between systems conforming to this standard is always feasible. 

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, 
only the edition cited applies. Nevertheless, parties to agreements based on this document are encouraged to 
consider applying the most recent edition of the referenced documents indicated below. For undated references, 
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies. 

ASC X9-TG.23 Part 1:1999 Implementation guide for ISO 8583 based card acceptor to host messages – Part 1 – 
Convenience store and petroleum marketing industry. 

ANS X9.8-1:2003 Banking – Personal Identification Number Management and Security – Part 1: PIN Protection 
Principles and Techniques for online PIN verification in ATM & POS systems. 

ANS X9.19 – 1996 Financial Institution Retail Message Authentication. 

ANS X9.24 – 2004 (all parts) Retail Financial Services – Symmetric Key Management. 

ANS X9.105/ ISO 8583-1-2003 (all parts) Financial transaction card originated messages – Interchange message 
specifications – Part 1: Message, data elements and code values. 

ANS X9.106:2003/ISO18245:2003 Retail Financial Services - Merchant Category Codes. 

ISO 3166 Codes for the representation of names of countries. 
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