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Foreword

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements for due process,
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement
has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a
simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered,
and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude
anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue an
interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute.
Requests for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title
page of this standard.

NOTICE: INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSED CHANGE TO THIS ASC X9 STANDARD UNDER
CONTINOUS MAINTENANCE

This standard is maintained under continuous maintenance procedures by the Accredited Standards Committee
X9, Inc. which has established a documented program/process for regular publication of addenda or revisions,
including procedures for timely, documented, consensus action on requests for change to any part of the
standard.

Consideration will be given to proposed changes within 45 days of submittal. Proposed changes must be
submitted to “continuous_maintenance@x9.org” using the published change form.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures
of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this
standard no later than five years from the date of approval.

Published by

Accredited Standards Committee X9, Incorporated
Financial Industry Standards

1212 West Street, Suite 200

Annapolis, Maryland 21401 USA

X9 online: http://www.x9.0rg

Copyright © 2008 by Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc.
All rights reserved.

No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form, in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise, without
prior written permission of the publisher. Printed in the United States of America.
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Introduction

Services of the financial industry include the exchange of electronic messages relating to financial transactions.
Electronic benefits transfer (EBT) services allow the exchange of these messages to process federal and state
government benefits for recipients. The Special Supplemental Food Program for Women, Infants and Children
(WIC) benefit program is one of these services. This American National Standard is designed as an interface
specification enabling messages to be exchanged between the various parties involved in EBT programs.

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to the X9
Committee Secretariat, Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc., P.O. Box 4035, Annapolis, Maryland 21403
USA.

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited Standards Committee on
Financial Services, X9. Committee approval of the Standard does not necessarily imply that all the committee
members voted for its approval.

The X9 committee had the following members:
James Shaffer, X9 Chairman
Cynthia Fuller, Managing Director
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Under ASC X9 procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under the
ASC X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or
guideline(s) in a specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated
organizations. However, this does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or
guideline. (Note: Per X9 policy, company names of non-member participants are listed only if, at time of
publication, the X9 Secretariat received an original signed release permitting such company names to appear in
print.)
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This standard provides messages based on the International Standards Organization's (ISO) standard 1SO
8583:1993 — Financial transaction card originated messages - Interchange message specifications. This standard
utilizes the version number feature of ISO 8583:2003 to indicate that the messages are based on the ISO
8583:1993 version. Only those messages, data elements and functions required for EBT transactions are used in
this standard. A summary of the differences from X9.58 Financial transaction messages — Electronic benefits
transfer (EBT) — Food stamps is provided in Annex D.

Annexes A and B form an integral part of this standard. Annexes C and D are for information only.

To aid clarity the following conventions are followed within this standard:

— data element names have the first letter capitalized

— data element names are shown in italics except when used in tables or figures.

Message class names are shown capitalized when the context refers to their use in messages or transactions
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Financial transaction messages — Electronic benefits transfer
(EBT) Part 1. messages

1 Scope

This standard provides all parties involved in Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) transactions with technical
specifications for exchanging financial transaction messages. The document standardizes message formats
based on the ISO 8583 standard and thereby maximizes EBT productivity for all stakeholders in the industry.

This standard describes messages in both an offline and online processing environment. It specifies message
structure, format and content, data elements and values for data elements used in EBT. The method by which
EBT settlement takes place is not within the scope of this standard.

Data representation used in individual systems is subject to the commercial relationships between the parties

contracting to each system. The message formats specified in this standard are designed to ensure that
compatibility between systems conforming to this standard is always feasible.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references,
only the edition cited applies. Nevertheless, parties to agreements based on this document are encouraged to
consider applying the most recent edition of the referenced documents indicated below. For undated references,
the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ASC X9-TG.23 Part 1:1999 Implementation guide for ISO 8583 based card acceptor to host messages — Part 1 —
Convenience store and petroleum marketing industry.

ANS X9.8-1:2003 Banking — Personal Identification Number Management and Security — Part 1. PIN Protection
Principles and Techniques for online PIN verification in ATM & POS systems.

ANS X9.19 — 1996 Financial Institution Retail Message Authentication.
ANS X9.24 — 2004 (all parts) Retail Financial Services — Symmetric Key Management.

ANS X9.105/ 1ISO 8583-1-2003 (all parts) Financial transaction card originated messages — Interchange message
specifications — Part 1: Message, data elements and code values.

ANS X9.106:2003/ISO18245:2003 Retail Financial Services - Merchant Category Codes.

ISO 3166 Codes for the representation of names of countries.
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