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Foreword 

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements for due process, 
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer. 

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement 
has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a 
simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, 
and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution. 

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude 
anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using 
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards. 

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an 
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue 
an interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute. 
Requests for interpretation should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title 
page of this standard. 

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures 
of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this 
standard no later than five years from the date of approval. 

Published by 

Accredited Standards Committee X9, Incorporated 
Financial Industry Standards 
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Annapolis, MD 21403 USA 
X9 Online http://www.x9.org 

Copyright © 2004 ASC X9, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form, in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise, without 
prior written permission of the publisher. Published in the United States of America. 
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Introduction 

The check correction strip (the "strip") evolved over a number of years to satisfy the need for modifying or 
correcting the E-13B encoding on checks, primarily those rejected from the high-speed reader/sorter systems.  
With the advent of the Expedited Funds Availability Act and the resulting Federal Reserve issuance of Regulation 
CC in May, 1988, a need developed to rapidly return checks to the Bank of First Deposit ("BOFD").  The strip 
provided a means to modify the routing number of the check and reroute it, through the high-speed reader/sorters, 
to the BOFD.  This added emphasis on strip use resulted in the formalizing and controlling of the strip 
characteristics through this specification. 

There are two annexes in this standard.  One is normative and one is informative and they are not considered part 
of this standard. 

This version of Check Correction Strip Specification was reaffirmed in 2004. No substantive changes were made 
to this standard. The revisions made to the standard were done to bring it up to date with current document 
format, reference standard revision dates and nomenclature. 

NOTE The user's attention is called to the possibility that compliance with this standard may require use of an 
invention covered by patent rights. 

By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the validity of this claim or of any patent rights 
in connection therewith. The patent holder has, however, filed a statement of willingness to grant a license under 
these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a 
license. Details may be obtained from the standards developer. 

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to the X9 
Committee Secretariat, Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc., Financial Industry Standards, and P.O. Box 
4035, Annapolis, MD 21403 USA. 

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited Standards Committee on 
Financial Services, X9. Committee approval of the Standard does not necessarily imply that all the committee 
members voted for its approval. 

The X9 committee had the following members: 
Gene Kathol, X9 Chairman 
Vincent DeSantis, X9 Vice-Chairman 
Cynthia Fuller, Executive Director 
Isabel Bailey, Managing Director 

Organization Represented        Representative
ACI Worldwide ............................................................................... Jim Shaffer 
American Express Company ......................................................... Mike Jones  
American Financial Services Association. ..................................... Mark Zalewski 
Bank of America............................................................................. Daniel Welch 
Bank One Corporation .................................................................. Jacqueline Pagan 
BB and T ........................................................................................ Woody Tyner 
Cable & Wireless America ............................................................. Kevin M. Nixon  
Citigroup, Inc.................................................................................. Daniel Schutzer 
Deluxe Corporation ........................................................................ John Fitzpatrick 
Diebold, Inc. ................................................................................... Bruce Chapa 
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Discover Financial Services........................................................... John Mills 
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Federal Reserve Bank ................................................................... Dexter Holt 
First Data Corporation.................................................................... Gene Kathol 
Fiserv ............................................................................................. Bud Beattie 
Hewlett Packard............................................................................. Larry Hines 
Hypercom....................................................................................... Scott Spiker 
IBM Corporation............................................................................. Todd Arnold 
Igenico............................................................................................ John Sheets 
JPMChase Bank. ........................................................................... Robert Blair 
KPMG LLP ..................................................................................... Alfred F. Van Ranst Jr. 
Mag-Tek, Inc. ................................................................................. Carlos Morales 
MasterCard International ............................................................... William Poletti 
Mellon Bank, N.A. .......................................................................... David Taddeo 
National Association of Convenience Stores................................. John Hervey 
National Security Agency .............................................................. Sheila Brand 
NCR Corporation ........................................................................... David Norris 
Niteo Partners.......................................................................Michael Versace 
Star Systems, Inc........................................................................... Michael Wade 
The Clearing House ....................................................................... Vincent DeSantis 
Unisys Corporation ........................................................................ David J. Concannon 
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Under ASC X9, Inc. procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under 
the ASC X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or 
guideline(s) in a specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated 
organizations. However, this does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or 
guideline. (Note: Per X9 policy, company names of non-member participants are listed only if, at the time of 
publication, the X9 Secretariat received an original signed release permitting such company names to appear in 
print.) 

The X9B – Check Related Transactions group which updated this reaffirmed standard had the following members: 

Curt Siroky – John Harland Co., Chairman and Project Editor 

Don Harman ..................................................................................Carreker  
 
Special thanks to Banc Tec's Creative Services department for their assistance in the graphic arts of this standard 
when ANS X9.40 - 1998 was created. 

This document replaces ANS X9.40 - 1998 – Check Correction Strip Specification in whole.
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 Check Correction Strip Specification   
 

1 Scope 

This standard covers the design and the functional characteristics of the strip extension ("strip") as affixed to a 
check.  These strips provide a new MICR clear band area used to modify or correct the MICR line of items for 
forward collection, returns, rejects, or other banking interchange systems.  

2 Normative references 

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated references, 
only the edition cited applies. For undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any 
amendments) applies. 

ANS X9.7-1999 (ANS X9.100-110), Bank Check Background and Convenience Amount Field 
 
ANS X9.18-1998 (ANS X9.100-10), Paper Specifications for Checks 
 
ANS X9.27-2000 (ANS X9.100-20), Print and Test Specifications for Magnetic Ink Printing (MICR) 
 
ANS X9.100-160-1&2-2004 (ANS X9.13), Placement and Location of Magnetic Ink Printing (MICR) 
 

3 Terms and definitions 

For the purposes of this document, the following terms and definitions apply. 

3.1 aligning edge (ANS X9.100-160-1/X9.13): The lower edge of the check when its face is viewed 

3.2 clear band (MICR) (ANS X9.27/X9.100-20): A horizontal band, 0.625 inch high, on the front side and back 
side of the document, measured from the aligning edge, that must be free of any magnetic ink other than that of 
the E-13B font. 

3.3 correction label (ANS X9.100-151/X9.40): A small label with an adhesive backing that is placed over MICR 
information to give a new MICR encoding surface. 

3.4 face (ANS X9.100-151/X9.40): The surface of the check that bears the amount, payee, payor, bank name, 
signature, etc. The surface of a strip that is intended to be MICR encoded. 

3.5 height (ANS X9.100-151/X9.40): The vertical dimension of the check, or strip, when its face is viewed.  

3.6 leading edge (ANS X9.100-160-1/X9.13): The right edge of a document when its face is viewed. 

3.7 length (ANS X9.100-151/X9.40): The dimension across the face of the check, or strip, parallel to the aligning 
edge. 
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