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Introduction

Services of the financial industry include the exchange of electronic messages relating to financial
transactions. Electronic benefits transfer (EBT) services allow the exchange of these messages to process
federal and state government benefits for recipients. The USDA Food Stamps program is one of these
services. This American National Standard is designed as an interface specification enabling messages to
be exchanged between the various parties involved in the program. It is the first standard for the area of
electronic benefit transfer and conforms to the current industry practices.

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to the X9
Committee Secretariat, Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc., P.O. Box 4035, Annapolis, Maryland
21403 USA.

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited Standards Committee
on Financial Services, X9. Committee approval of the Standard does not necessarily imply that all the
committee members voted for its approval.
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Under ASC X9 procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under
the ASC X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or
guideline(s) in a specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated
organizations. However, this does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or
guideline. (Note: Per X9 policy, company names of non-member participants are listed only if, at time of
publication, the X9 Secretariat received an original signed release permitting such company names to appear

in print.)
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This standard replaces the ANS DSTU 9510, EBT Processor Interface Technical Specifications in whole. A
summary of the significant differences in the standard from the DSTU version is provided in Annex D.

Annexes A and B form an integral part of this standard. Annexes C and D are for information only.

To aid clarity the following conventions are followed within this standard:

0 data element names have the first letter capitalized

0 data element names are shown in italics except when used in tables or figures.

00 Message class names are shown capitalized when the context refers to their use in messages or

transactions.
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ANS X9.58-2002

Financial Transaction Messages — Electronic Benefits Transfer
(EBT) — Food stamps

1 Scope

This standard provides all parties involved in Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) transactions for Food
Stamps with technical specifications for exchanging financial transaction messages between an acquirer and
an EBT card issuer processor.

It specifies message structure, format and content, data elements and values for data elements used in the
Food Stamp program. The method by which settlement takes place is not within the scope of this standard.

Data representation used in individual systems is subject to the commercial relationships between the parties

contracting to each system. The message formats specified in this standard are designed to ensure that
compatibility between systems conforming to this standard is always feasible.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. Nevertheless, parties to agreements based on this document are
encouraged to consider applying the most recent edition of the referenced documents indicated below. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ASC X9.10 Merchant category codes.

ANSI X9.8 — 1995: Banking — Personal Identification Number Management and Security — Part 1: PIN
Protection Principles and Techniques; Part 2: Approved Algorithms for PIN Encipherment.

ANSI X9.19 — 1996: Financial Institution Retail Message Authentication.
ANSI X9.24 1998: Financial Services — Key Management Using the DEA.
ISO 3166: Codes for the representation of names of countries.

ISO 4217: Codes for the representation of currencies and funds.

ISO 7813: Identification cards — Financial transaction cards.

ISO 7372: Trade data interchange — Trade data elements directory (Endorsement of UNECE/TDED, sections
1,2,3,4 and 9).

ISO 9564-1: Banking — Personal identification number management and security — Part 1: PIN protection
principles and techniques.
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