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Foreword

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements for due process,
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial
agreement has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means
much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and
objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect
preclude anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or
using products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to
issue an interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards
Institute. Requests for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name
appears on the title page of this standard.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The
procedures of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or
withdraw this standard no later than five years from the date of approval.

Published by

Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc.
P.O. Box 4035

Annapolis, Maryland 21403 USA

Phone: 410-267-7707 or 301-879-7988
Fax: 301-879-5124

Email: Cindy.Fuller@X9.org
Isabel.Bailey@X9.org

X9 online: http://www.X9.0rg

Copyright © 2004 by Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc.

All rights reserved.
No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form, in an electronic retrieval system or otherwise,
without prior written permission of the publisher. Printed in the United States of America
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Introduction

Services of the financial industry include the exchange of electronic files relating to financial transactions.
Electronic benefits transfer (EBT) services allow the exchange of these files to process federal and state
government benefits for recipients. The Women, Infants and Children (WIC) benefit program is one of these
services. This American National Standard is designed as an interface specification enabling files to be
exchanged between the various parties involved in WIC and other EBT programs.

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this Standard are welcome. They should be sent to the X9
Committee Secretariat, Accredited Standards Committee X9 Inc., P.O. Box 4035, Annapolis, Maryland 21403
USA.

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited Standards Committee
on Financial Services, X9. Committee approval of the Standard does not necessarily imply that all the
committee members voted for its approval.

The X9 committee had the following members:

Gene Kathol, X9 Chairman
William Lyons, X9 Vice-Chairman
Cynthia Fuller, Managing Director
Isabel Bailey, Program Manager

Organization
ACI Worldwide
American Express Company
American Financial Services Association
Bank of America
Bank One Corporation
BBand T
Cable & Wireless America
Citigroup, Inc.
Deluxe Corporation
Diebold, Inc.
Discover Financial Services
Discover Financial Services
eFunds Corporation
Federal Reserve Bank
First Data Corporation
Fiserv
Hewlett Packard
Hypercom
IBM Corporation
Ingenico
KPMG LLP
MagTek, Inc.
MasterCard International

viii

Representative
Jim Shaffer
Mike Jones
Mark Zalewski
Daniel Welch
Jacqueline Pagan
Woody Tyner
Kevin M. Nixon CISSP CISM
Daniel Schutzer
Bill Ferguson
Bruce Chapa
Dan Kniola
Jon Mills
Cory Surges
Dexter Holt
Gene Kathol
Bud Beattie
Larry Hines
Scott Spiker
Todd Arnold
John Sheets
Alfred F. Van Ranst Jr.
Carlos Morales
William Poletti
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Under ASC X9 procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under
the ASC X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or
guideline(s) in a specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated
organizations. However, this does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or
guideline. (Note: Per X9 policy, company names of non-member participants are listed only if, at time of
publication, the X9 Secretariat received an original signed release permitting such company names to appear
in print.)
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This standard provides files and records based on ANS X9.93 Financial transaction messages- electronic
benefits transfer (EBT) — Part 1:Messages and ANS X9.58 Financial transaction messages — electronic
benefits transfer (EBT) — Food Stamps.

Annexes A, B and C form an integral part of this standard. Annex D is for information only.

To aid clarity the following conventions are followed within this standard:

— data element names have the first letter capitalized

— data element names are shown in italics except when used in tables or figures.
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Financial Transaction Messages — Electronic benefits transfer
(EBT) Part 2: Files

1 Scope

This standard provides all parties involved in Electronic Benefits Transfer (EBT) transactions with technical
specifications for exchanging financial transaction files for the Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) program
and the framework for adding other EBT files and detail records in the future. The document standardizes
file formats and thereby maximizes EBT productivity for all stakeholders in the industry.

This standard describes files and records between the acquirer and card issuer or their agents. It specifies
file structure, format and content, data elements and values for data elements used in EBT. The method by
which the settlement of funds takes place is not within the scope of this standard.

Data representation used in individual systems is subject to the commercial relationships between the parties

contracting to each system. The file formats specified in this standard are designed to ensure that
compatibility between systems conforming to this standard is always feasible.

2 Normative references

The following referenced documents are indispensable for the application of this document. For dated
references, only the edition cited applies. Nevertheless, parties to agreements based on this document are
encouraged to consider applying the most recent edition of the referenced documents indicated below. For
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ANS X9.58 Financial transaction messages — Electronic benefits transfer (EBT) — Food Stamps.

ANS X9.93 Financial transaction messages — Electronic benefits transfer (EBT) — Part 1: Messages.

ANS 260.1 —1993 American National Standard Letter Symbols for Units of Measurement (S| Units,
Customary Inch-Pound Units, and Certain Other Units)

ISO 7372: Trade data interchange — Trade data elements directory (Endorsement of UNECE/TDED, sections
1,2,3,4 and 9).

ISO 7816:6 Information technology — Identification cards — Integrated circuit(s) cards with contacts — Part 6:
inter industry data elements.

ISO 8583: 1993 (all parts) — Financial transaction card originated messages — Interchange message
specifications.

ISO/IEC 15420:2000 Information technology — Automatic identification and data capture techniques — Bar
code symbology specification — EAN/UPC.
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