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Foreword

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI (American National Standards Institute)
that the requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards
developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement
has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a
simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered,
and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude
anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue
an interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute.
Requests for interpretation should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title
page of this standard.

NOTICE: INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSED CHANGE TO THIS ASC X9 STANDARD UNDER
CONTINOUS MAINTENANCE

This standard is maintained under continuous maintenance procedures by the Accredited Standards Committee
X9, Inc. which has established a documented program/process for regular publication of addenda or revisions,
including procedures for timely, documented, consensus action on requests for change to any part of the
standard.

Consideration will be given to proposed changes within 45 days of submittal. Proposed changes must be
submitted to “continuous_maintenance@x9.org” using the published change form.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures
of the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this
standard no later than five years from the date of approval.
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Introduction

The purpose of this standard is to provide the financial industry with a format to perform the electronic exchange
of check adjustments. The format supports adjustment requests, adjustment notices, and other adjustments
related messages.

This standard has been modified from its original content to allow check images to be linked to and transmitted
along with the adjustment requests. This file is comprised entirely of variable length records.

The standard was developed for the Accredited Standards Committee for Financial Services, X9, by the
subcommittee on Check Related Transactions, X9AB.

There are fourteen annexes in this standard. Annexes A through F are normative and are considered part of this
standard; annexes G through N are informative and are not considered part of this standard.
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Specifications for Electronic Check Adjustments

1 Scope, purpose, and application

11 Scope

This standard establishes the file sequences, record types, and field formats to be used for the electronic
exchange of check adjustment messages.

The standard format supports check related adjustment notices and requests for individual checks,
bundles of checks, check cash letters and attachment of images. It supports the full range of adjustment
types currently in use by financial institutions and will support web-based or mainframe system
transmission. The standard may be used whether or not the particular check, bundle of checks, or cash
letter was presented via paper or via an electronic check exchange file.

The informative annexes attached to this standard provide information, which may prove useful to those
planning on implementing the standard. This standard does not address certain operational,
implementation, or settlement issues. These issues may include, but are not limited to a choice of: data
and image compression, encryption, and transmission specifications and data representation.

This standard should not replace return functionality as documented in the ANSI X9.100-187 Exchange of
Check and Image Data-Domestic specification.

1.2 Purpose and application

The purpose of this standard is to provide a structure to facilitate the electronic exchange of check
adjustment information for the purposes of providing notification of adjustments, requesting adjustments,
requesting information, and requesting documentation.

While this standard specifies a file transmission environment, the case related records provide the
necessary information for processing adjustments in other environments. All records will be variable
record length (beyond 80 bytes). For, example, the standard may be utilized by web-based adjustment
message systems to facilitate the creation and transmission of electronic adjustment messages. |If
providers of web-based adjustment message systems also wish to receive or send adjustment files that
conform to this standard, special attention should be given to usage conditions assigned to fields in the
following records:

File Header Record (Type 01)

Batch Header Record (Type 10)
Case Control Record (Type 70)
Batch Control Record (Type 90)
File Summary Record (Type 99)

Certain processing systems may require an indication of the number of characters in each record. In this
case, by agreement between the parties an inserted length field may be added at the beginning of each
record as described in Annex L.
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