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Foreword

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the requirements for due process,
consensus, and other criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement
has been reached by directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more than a
simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered,
and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any respect preclude
anyone, whether he has approved the standards or not from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products,
processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstances give an
interpretation of any American National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue an
interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute.
Requests for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title
page of this standard.

NOTICE: INSTRUCTIONS FOR SUBMITTING A PROPOSED CHANGE TO THIS ASC X9 STANDARD UNDER
CONTINOUS MAINTENANCE

This standard is maintained under continuous maintenance procedures by the Accredited Standards Committee
X9, Inc. which has established a documented program/process for regular publication of addenda or revisions,
including procedures for timely, documented, consensus action on requests for change to any part of the standard.

Consideration will be given to proposed changes within 45 days of submittal. Proposed changes must be submitted
to “continuous_maintenance@x9.org” using the published change form.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures of
the American National Standards Institute require that action be taken to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard no
later than five years from the date of approval.
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Introduction

The purpose of this standard is to provide the financial industry with a format necessary to perform electronic check
exchange (ECE), with or without images. The format supports forward presentment, posting, return notification,
and return requests, as well as existing customer information reporting products. The standard also supports
multiple check clearing alternatives, e.g., bank-to-bank, bank-to-switch.

This standard has been modified from its original content to allow check images to be linked to and transmitted
along with the (financial) posting data. The standard utilizes a cash letter structure to support the exchange of
posting data only, posting data and check images, or posting data followed by an additional data and image file.
This file is comprised entirely of variable length records.

The standard accommodates and works with existing data formats used to transmit check-related data, and to
provide flexibility in accommodating future developments in check processing and check product offerings. The
standard helps enable financial institutions to cut processing costs and fraud losses by reducing the number of
times a paper item must be handled, and by shortening the forward presentment and return cycle time frames.

There are ten annexes in this standard. Annexes A, B, C, D and E are normative and are considered part of this
standard; Annexes F, G, H, | and J are informative and are not considered part of this standard. Users of the
standard are warned against using clauses of the standard, especially the record layouts, out of context. Clauses
1.0 through 6.8, and the normative annexes, provide information essential to the successful use of the record
layouts and to the successful implementation of the standard itself.

Suggestions for the improvement or revision of this draft standard are welcome. They should be sent to the
Accredited Standards Committee X9, Inc., PO Box 4035, Annapolis, Maryland 21403 USA.
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Under ASC X9 procedures, a working group may be established to address specific segments of work under the ASC
X9 Committee or one of its subcommittees. A working group exists only to develop standard(s) or guideline(s) in a
specific area and is then disbanded. The individual experts are listed with their affiliated organizations. However, this
does not imply that the organization has approved the content of the standard or guideline.

(Note: Company names of non-member participants listed only if release form was signed.)

Working Group X9B6 on Electronic Exchange of Check and Image Data — US Exchange which developed this
standard, had the following participants:

Ann Kirk, Co-Chair, Wells Fargo
Jacqueline Pagan , Co-Chair, JPMorgan Chase
Darin Contini, Project Editor, Federal Reserve Bank
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American National Standard for Financial Services —
Specifications for Electronic Exchange of Check and Image Data
— Domestic

1 Scope, Purpose, and Application
1.1 Scope

Since the enactment of Check 21, there has been unprecedented adoption of image exchange. This standard
replaces the use of DSTU X9.37 and establishes the basis for U.S. check image exchange involving settlement
between two financial institutions. ANS X9.100-180 has been adopted for Canadian internal country exchange. It
is only used in the U.S. for specialized applications and is not used for U.S. financial exchange.

This standard incorporates fixes and clarifications identified in various industry companion documents associated
with DSTU X9.37. It also establishes requirements and limitations that are compatible with current industry
practice. However, this standard maintains flexibility in order to accommodate the needs of different institutions
and exchange networks. It does not have the extent of flexibility contained in ANS X9.100-180 and is not intended
to cover all types of image exchange.

Users of this standard should be aware that most financial exchanges utilize a “companion document” that
defines the specific requirements and implementation rules for exchange within a particular network or institution
agreement. The companion document should reference the specific edition of this standard that applies with the
specific version of the companion document in use.

This standard, including the normative annexes, establishes the file sequences, record types, and field formats to
be used for the electronic exchange of check MICR line, associated check processing data and check images in
the form of cash letters.

This standard does not address operational, implementation, or settlement issues. These issues may include, but
are not limited to, a choice of: data and image compression, encryption, and transmission specifications and data
representation. The informative annexes attached to this standard provide information that may prove useful to
those planning to implement the standard.

1.2 Presentment Disclaimer

“Presentment” is used throughout this standard in a colloquial sense only to refer to or to describe an operational
process; the movement of checks and check-related data from a collecting bank to a paying bank.

In no instance shall use of the term “presentment” in the standard be construed as a legal definition of
presentment, or as a description of when presentment as a legal event occurs. Nor does its use in any way
define the legal rights and responsibilities of parties participating in the check clearing process, or parties
otherwise interested in a check.
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