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ASME has been defining crane safety since 1916.

ASME B30.20 addresses structural and mechanical lifting devices, 
vacuum lifting devices, operated close proximity lifting magnets, remotely 
operated lifting magnets, and scrap and material handling grapples.  It 
offers comprehensive solutions applying to the marking, construction, 
installation, inspection, testing, maintenance, and operation of equipment 
used for attaching loads to a hoist.

Key changes to this revision of B30.20 include: 

•    Adds requirements for personnel competence, operating controls 
marking and inspection, plus responsibilities for Owners and Operators 
for each piece of equipment

• Addresses translation of non-English documentation into English

• Revised definitions to align with BTH-1

ASME BTH-1 is the equipment design standard companion to ASME 
B30.20.  Specifically, ASME BTH-1 provides minimum structural and 
mechanical design and electrical component selection criteria for ASME 
B30.20 below-the-hook lifting devices.  

Key changes to this revision of BTH-1 include: 

•    Added welding requirements conforming with AWS D14.1/D14.1M & 
AWS D1.1

• Revised requirements for pressure-gripping and indentation lifters

• Added requirements for fluid pressure control systems

• Created minimum requirements for lifting magnets

• Updated Table 3-5, Fatigue Design Parameters, in its entirety

• Moved the Commentary to a Nonmandatory Appendix

Both of these Safety Standards are to be used in conjunction with 
equipment described in other volumes of the ASME B30 series of Safety 
Standards. 

Careful application of B30 Safety Standards will help users to comply 
with applicable regulations within their jurisdictions, while achieving 
the operational and safety benefits to be gained from the many industry 
best-practices detailed in these volumes.

Intended for manufacturers, owners, employers, users and others 
concerned with the specification, buying, maintenance, training and 
safe use of below-the-hook lifting devices with B30 equipment, plus all 
potential governing entities
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ASME Codes and Standards

ASME is the leading international developer of codes and 
standards associated with the art, science, and practice of 
mechanical engineering.  Starting with the first issuance of 
its legendary Boiler & Pressure Vessel Code in 1914, ASME’s 
codes and standards have grown to nearly 600 offerings 
currently in print.      

To learn more, visit www.asme.org/Shop/Standards.

To volunteer on an ASME committee, visit  
http://go.asme.org/ParticipateInStandards
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