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Date of Issuance: February 26, 2010

The 2009 edition of this document is being issued with an automatic addenda subscription service.
The use of addenda allows revisions made in response to public review comments or committee
actions to be published on a regular yearly basis; revisions published in addenda will become
effective 6 months after the Date of Issuance of the addenda. The next edition of this document is
scheduled for publication in 2012.

ASME issues written replies to inquiries concerning interpretations of technical aspects of this
document. Periodically certain actions of the ASME OM Committee may be published as Code Cases.
Code Cases and interpretations are published on the ASME Web site under the Committee Pages at
http://cstools.asme.org as they are issued.

ASME is the registered trademark of The American Society of Mechanical Engineers.

This code or standard was developed under procedures accredited as meeting the criteria for American National
Standards. The Standards Committee that approved the code or standard was balanced to assure that individuals from
competent and concerned interests have had an opportunity to participate. The proposed code or standard was made
available for public review and comment that provides an opportunity for additional public input from industry, academia,
regulatory agencies, and the public-at-large.

ASME does not “approve,” “rate,” or “endorse” any item, construction, proprietary device, or activity.
ASME does not take any position with respect to the validity of any patent rights asserted in connection with any

items mentioned in this document, and does not undertake to insure anyone utilizing a standard against liability for
infringement of any applicable letters patent, nor assumes any such liability. Users of a code or standard are expressly
advised that determination of the validity of any such patent rights, and the risk of infringement of such rights, is
entirely their own responsibility.

Participation by federal agency representative(s) or person(s) affiliated with industry is not to be interpreted as
government or industry endorsement of this code or standard.

ASME accepts responsibility for only those interpretations of this document issued in accordance with the established
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FOREWORD

This document was developed and is maintained by the ASME Committee on Operation and
Maintenance (OM Committee) of Nuclear Power Plants. The Committee operates under proce-
dures accredited by the American National Standards Institute as meeting the criteria of consensus
procedures for American National Standards.

Due to the additional time required to consolidate the OM Code and OM-S/G documents,
this edition encompasses all material that would have been included in the 2007 edition, 2008
addenda, and 2009 addenda.

The OM Committee develops, revises, and maintains Codes, Standards, and Guides applicable
to the safe and reliable operation and maintenance of nuclear power plants.

This publication, the 2009 edition of Operation and Maintenance of Nuclear Power Plants was
approved by the ASME Board on Nuclear Codes and Standards. ASME OM-2009 was approved
by the American National Standards Institute on November 23, 2009.
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PREPARATION OF TECHNICAL INQUIRIES
TO THE COMMITTEE ON OPERATION

AND MAINTENANCE OF NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS

INTRODUCTION

The ASME Committee on Operation and Maintenance of Nuclear Power Plants meets regularly
to conduct standards development business. This includes consideration of written requests for
interpretations, Code Cases, and revisions to Operation and Maintenance Code and development
of new requirements as dictated by technological development. This supplement provides guid-
ance to Code users for submitting technical inquiries to the Committee. Technical inquiries include
requests for revisions or additions to the Code requirements, requests for Code Cases, and requests
for Code interpretations.

Code Cases may be issued by the Committee when the need is urgent. Code Cases clarify the
intent of existing Code requirements or provide alternative requirements. Code Cases are written
as a question and a reply and are usually intended to be incorporated into the Code at a later
date. Code interpretations provide the meaning of or the intent of existing requirements in the
Code and are also presented as a question and reply. Both Code Cases and Code interpretations
are published by the Committee.

The Code requirements, Code Cases, and Code interpretations established by the Committee
are not to be considered as approving, recommending, certifying, or endorsing any proprietary
or specific design or as limiting in any way the freedom of manufacturers or constructors to
choose any method of design or any form of construction that conforms to the Code requirements.

Moreover, ASME does not act as a consultant on specific engineering problems or on the
general application or understanding of the Code requirements. If, based on the inquiry informa-
tion submitted, it is the opinion of the Committee that the inquirer should seek assistance, the
inquiry will be returned with the recommendation that such assistance be obtained.

As an alternate to the requirements of this Supplement, members of the Committee and its
subcommittees, subgroups, and working groups may introduce requests for Code revisions or
additions, Code Cases, and Code interpretations at their respective Committee meetings or may
submit such requests to the secretary of a subcommittee, subgroup, or working group.

All inquiries that do not provide the information needed for the Committee’s full understanding
will be returned.

INQUIRY FORMAT

Submittals to the Committee shall include:
(a) Purpose. Specify one of the following:

(1) revision of present Code requirement(s)
(2) new or additional Code requirement(s)
(3) Code Case
(4) Code interpretation

(b) Background. Provide the information needed for the Committee’s understanding of the
inquiry, being sure to include reference to the applicable Code subsection, appendix, edition,
addenda, paragraphs, figures, and tables. Preferably, provide a copy of the specific referenced
portions of the Code.

(c) Presentations. The inquirer may desire or be asked to attend a meeting of the Committee
to make a formal presentation or to answer questions from the Committee members with regard
to the inquiry. Attendance at a committee meeting shall be at the expense of the inquirer. The
inquirer’s attendance or lack of attendance at a meeting shall not be a basis for acceptance or
rejection of the inquiry by the Committee.

v

This is a preview of "ASME OM-2009". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/ASME/ASMEOM2009?source=preview

