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The information and materials contained in this publication have been developed from sources believed 
to be reliable.  However, the American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) as secretariat of the ANSI 
accredited A1264 Committee or individual committee members accept no legal responsibility for the 
correctness or completeness of this material or its application to specific factual situations.  By publication 
of this standard, ASSE or the A1264 Committee does not ensure that adherence to these 
recommendations will protect the safety or health of any persons, or preserve property. 
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Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by ANSI that the 
requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for approval have 
been met by the standards developer.  Consensus is established when, in the 
judgment of the ANSI Board of Standards Review, substantial agreement has 
been reached by directly and materially affected interests.  Substantial 
agreement means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily 
unanimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered, and 
that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.  The use of American 
National Standards is completely voluntary; their existence does not in any 
respect preclude anyone, whether he/she has approved the standards or not, 
from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using products, processes, or 
procedures not conforming to the standards.  The American National Standards 
Institute does not develop standards and will in no circumstance give an 
interpretation of any American National Standard.  Moreover, no person shall 
have the right or authority to issue an interpretation of an American National 
Standard in the name of the American National Standards Institute. Requests for 
interpretation should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name 
appears on the title page of this standard.   
 
Caution Notice:  This American National Standard may be revised or withdrawn 
at any time.  The procedures of the American National Standards Institute require 
that action be taken periodically to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard.  
Purchasers of American National Standards may receive current information on 
all standards by calling or writing the American National Standards Institute. 
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Foreword (This Foreword is not a part of American National Standard A1264.1 – 2007.) 

 
 

This standard was developed by an American National Standards Committee, national in scope, 

functioning under the procedures of the American National Standards Institute with the 

American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) as Secretariat.  This standard establishes 
minimum safety requirements for workplace floor and wall openings, stairs and railing systems. 

 

It is intended that the procedures and performance requirements detailed herein will be adopted 
by every employer whose operations fall within the scope and purpose of the standard. 

 

Neither the standards committee, nor the Secretariat, feel that this standard is perfect or in its 
ultimate form.  It is recognized that new developments are to be expected, and that revisions of 

the standard will be necessary as the art progresses and further experience is gained.  It is felt, 

however, that uniform requirements are very much needed and that the standard in its present 

form provides for the minimum performance requirements necessary for the protection of 
personnel regarding workplace floor and wall openings, stairs and railing systems. 

 

In addition to technical improvements, this revision contains two new definitions and four new 
illustrations to help clarify text in the standard.  

 

Suggestions for improvements of this standard will be welcome.  They should be sent to the 

American Society of Safety Engineers, 1800 East Oakton Street, Des Plaines, Illinois 60018. 
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This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by American National Standards 
Committee A1264.  Committee approval of the standard does not necessarily imply that all committee 
members voted for its approval.  At the time it approved this standard, the A1264 Committee had the 
following members: 
 

 
 
Keith Vidal, P.E., Chairperson 
Lawrence E. Oldendorf, P.E., Vice Chairperson 
Timothy R. Fisher, CSP, ARM, CPEA, Secretary 
Jennie Dalesandro, Administrative Technical Support 
 
 
Organization Represented  Name of Representative 
 
American Institute of Steel Construction Tom Schlafly 
American Society of Safety Engineers Lawrence E. Oldendorf, P.E. 
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co. James D. Smith, CSP 
Association for Manufacturing Technology David Felinski 
Bayer MaterialScience, LLC Terry L. Ketchum 
Bay Nets Safety Systems Robert Martin 
Dynamic Scientific Controls J. Nigel Ellis, Ph.D., P.E., CSP, CPE 
ESIS Risk Control Services Steve Di Pilla 
International Association of Bridge, Structural, 
    Ornamental & Reinforcing Iron Workers Frank Migliaccio 
Kleen-Tex Industries Leslie Schwartz 
William Marletta Safety Consultants William Marletta, Ph.D., CSP 
Muirfield Underwriters, Ltd. Robert Majeski 
National Association of Government Labor Officials Earl Everett 
National Elevator Industry, Inc. Edward A. Donoghue, CPCA 
 Frederick J. Wilt, CIH, CSP 
National Fire Protection Association Ron Coté, P.E. 
National Ornamental and Miscellaneous 
    Metals Association J. Todd Daniel 
Northrop Grumman Corporation Emory Knowles, III, CSP, CIH 
Railworks Corporation Jeffrey Meddin, CSP, CHCM 
Safety Through Engineering Mike C. Wright 
 Roger L. Grant, Jr., P.E. 
St. Paul Travelers David Bondor 
David Underwood David Underwood, Ph.D. 
U.S. Department of Labor – OSHA Ginny Fitzner 
U.S. Postal Service John H. Bridges, III, REM, CHMM,  
     CSHM, CPEA 
United Auto Workers John Rupp, Jr. 
 John Shepard 
Vidal Engineering, LLC Keith Vidal, P.E. 
Westar Energy Inc. Patrick E. Bush, CUSA 
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Explanation of Standard 

 
American National Standard A1264.1 uses a two-column format to provide both specific requirements 
and supporting information. 
 
The left column, designated “Standard Requirements,” is confined solely to these requirements.  Where 
supporting photographs or sketches are required, they are designated as “figures.” 
 
The right column, designated “Explanatory Information,” contains only information that is intended to 
clarify the standards.  This column is not a part of the standard. 
 
Operating rules (safe practices) are not included in either column, unless they are of such a nature as to 
be vital safety requirements, equal in weight to other requirements, or guides to assist in compliance with 
the standard. 
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD A1264.1 

SAFETY REQUIREMENTS FOR WORKPLACE WALKING/WORKING 
SURFACES AND THEIR ACCESS; WORKPLACE, FLOOR, WALL AND 

ROOF OPENINGS; STAIRS AND GUARDRAILS SYSTEMS 
 
 

STANDARD REQUIREMENTS  EXPLANATORY INFORMATION 

(Not part of American National  

Standard A1264.1) 

   
1. SCOPE, PURPOSE, AND APPLI-

CATION 

  

   
1.1  Scope.  This standard sets forth 

safety requirements in industrial and 

workplace situations for protecting persons 

in areas/places where danger exists of 
persons or objects falling through floor, roof 

or wall openings, or from platforms, 

runways, ramps, and fixed stairs, or roof 
edges in normal, temporary, and emergency 

conditions. 

  

   
1.1.1 Excluded from this standard are: 

private residences; escalators; moving 

walks; stairs or ramps serving floating roof 

tanks; floor openings occupied by elevators, 
manlifts, dumbwaiters, conveyors, machin-

ery, containers; the loading and unloading 

areas of truck, railroad, and marine docks; 
self-propelled motorized mobile equipment; 

platforms; scaffolds; and construction work 

areas. 

 E1.1.1 Recognizing that the special safety 

requirements necessary for stages, orches-

tra pits, churches, school auditoriums, and 

athletic assembly occupancies may not be 
adequately covered by other codes or 

standards, this standard may provide the 

minimum safety performance requirements 
to protect the occupants. See ANSI/ASSE 

A10.18, Safety Requirements for Temporary 

Floors, Holes, Wall Openings, Stairways 
and Other Unprotected Edges in 

Construction and Demolition Operations. 

   

1.2 Purpose.  The purpose of this 
standard is to establish minimum safety 

requirements for working and walking areas 

to provide reasonable safety of persons 
pursuing their foreseeable duties. 

  

   

1.3 Application.   

   
1.3.1 The requirements of this standard 

apply to new and existing installations and 

workplace exposures to fall hazards. 

 E1.3.1 The requirements of this standard 

can be effectively applied during alterations 

of existing facilities or when major changes 
are made to work areas. 
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