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European foreword

This document (EN 12566-4:2016) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC 165
“Wastewater engineering”, the secretariat of which is held by DIN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by February 2017, and conflicting national standards
shall be withdrawn at the latest by May 2018.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. CEN [and/or CENELEC] shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent
rights.

This document supersedes EN 12566-4:2007.

This document has been prepared under a mandate given to CEN by the European Commission and the
European Free Trade Association, and supports essential requirements of EU Directive(s).

For relationship with EU Directive(s), see informative Annex ZA, which is an integral part of this
document.

The differences between this version and EN 12566-4:2007 are mainly editorial changes according to
the Construction Product Regulation (CPR).

The standard series EN 12566 “Small wastewater treatment systems for up to 50 PT” contains the
following parts (see Figure 1):

— Part 1: Prefabricated septic tanks;

— Part 3: Packaged and/or site assembled domestic wastewater treatment plants;
— Part 4: Septic tanks assembled in situ from prefabricated kits (this document);
— Part 6: Prefabricated treatment unit used for septic tank effluent;

— Part 7: Prefabricated tertiary treatment unit.

For filtration systems, CEN/TC 165 decided to publish the following CEN Technical reports, which are
considered as Code of practices and do not specify treatment requirements:

— Part 2: Soil infiltration systems;

— Part 5: Pre-treated Effluent Filtration systems.
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prefabricated septic tank
soil infiltration system

packaged and/or site assembled domestic wastewater treatment
plant

septic tank assembled in situ from prefabricated kit

pre-treated effluent filtration system

prefabricated treatment unit used for septic tank effluent

prefabricated tertiary treatment unit

National regulations may specify different arrangements between the products described in the

standard series EN 12566.

Figure 1 — Scheme related to the arrangement of the parts of EN 12566

According to the CEN/CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organizations of the
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria,
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia,
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta,
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland,

Turkey and the United Kingdom.
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1 Scope

This European Standard specifies the requirements for septic tanks assembled in situ from
prefabricated kits and ancillary equipment where applicable, used outside buildings for the partial
treatment of domestic wastewater for a population up to 50 PT. Pipe sizes, loads, watertightness,
marking and evaluation of conformity are specified.

This European Standard does not apply to septic tanks receiving grey water only.

2 Normative references

The following documents, in whole or in part, are normatively referenced in this document and are
indispensable for its application. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For undated
references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

EN 681-1, Elastomeric seals — Materials requirements for pipe joint seals used in water and drainage
applications — Part 1: Vulcanized rubber

EN 12566-1:2016, Small wastewater treatment systems for up to 50 PT — Part 1: Prefabricated septic
tanks

EN 16323:2014, Glossary of wastewater engineering terms

3 Terms and definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in EN 12566-1:2016,
EN 16323:2014 and the following apply.

3.1

kit

complete set of components provided by a single manufacturer and assembled on its permanent site
from a kit in order to form a septic tank

3.2
ancillary equipment
pipe connections and internal components that are part of the septic tank kit

3.3

product family

group of products in which, for the purpose of evaluation, the selected property(s) is/are similar for all
products within the group

Note 1 to entry:  The definition of family takes into account at least similar shape, equipment, materials and
conditions of end use and ensures the minimum hydraulic efficiency and minimum structural behaviour for all the
products in the range.

Note 2 to entry:  The minimum level of performance (hydraulic efficiency and structural behaviour) are given by
the test carried out on one model of the family.
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