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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization. 

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular, the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement. 

For an explanation of the voluntary nature of standards, the meaning of ISO specific terms and 
expressions related to conformity assessment, as well as information about ISO's adherence to the 
World Trade Organization (WTO) principles in the Technical Barriers to Trade (TBT), see www.iso.
org/iso/foreword.html.

This document was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 67, Materials, equipment and offshore 
structures for petroleum, petrochemical and natural gas industries, Subcommittee SC 9, Liquefied natural 
gas installations and equipment.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO/TS 18683:2015), which has been 
technically revised.

The main changes are as follows:

— title and scope restricted to Guidelines for safety and risk assessment of LNG fuel bunkering operations;

— list of bunkering supply scenarios updated with experience gained since 2015 in Clause 4;

— addition of concept of design stage risk assessment and operational risk assessment in 7.1;

— addition of Quantitative Consequence Assessment in 7.2;

— addition of roles and responsibilities of stakeholders in 7.3;

— design requirements removed from Clause 8 to avoid duplication with ISO 20519;

— individual Risk Criteria added in Annex A;

— three methods added to determine safety zone in Annex B;

— to avoid duplication with ISO 20519, the following clauses and annexes have been removed:

— Clause 9 Requirements to components and systems;

— Clause 11 Requirements for documentation;

— Annex C Functional requirements;

— Annex D Sample Ship supplier checklist;
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— Annex E Sample LNG delivery note;

— Annex F Arrangement and types of presenting connection;

— Annex G Dry disconnect coupling.

Any feedback or questions on this document should be directed to the user’s national standards body. A 
complete listing of these bodies can be found at www.iso.org/members.html.
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Introduction

The properties, characteristics, and behaviour of LNG differ significantly from conventional marine 
fuels, such as heavy fuel oils and distillate fuels as marine diesel oil (MDO) or marine gas oil (MGO).

For these reasons, it is essential that all LNG bunkering operations are undertaken with diligence and 
due attention is paid to prevent leakage of LNG liquid or vapour and to control all sources of ignition. 
Therefore, it is important that throughout the LNG bunkering chain, each element is carefully designed 
and has dedicated safety and operational procedures executed by trained personnel.

It is important that the basic requirements laid down in this document are understood and applied to 
each operation in order to ensure the safe, secure, and efficient transfer of LNG as a fuel to the ship.

The objective of this document is to provide guidance for the risk assessment of LNG fuel bunkering 
operations and thereby ensuring that an LNG fuelled vessel and bunkering supply facilities are operating 
with a high level of safety, integrity, and reliability regardless of the type of bunkering supply scenario.

The LNG bunkering interface comprises the area of LNG transfer and includes manifold, valves, safety 
and security systems and other equipment, and the personnel involved in the LNG bunkering operations.

This document is based on the assumption that the receiving ships and LNG bunkering supply facilities 
are designed according to the relevant and applicable codes, regulations, and guidelines such as the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO), ISO, EN, and NFPA standards and the Society for Gas as a 
Marine Fuel (SGMF) and other recognized documents during LNG bunkering. Relevant publications by 
these and other organizations are listed in the Bibliography.

This document should be combined with the requirements set on ISO 20519.

In cases where the distance to third parties is too close and the risk exceeds acceptance criteria, the 
bunkering location should not to be considered.
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Guidelines for safety and risk assessment of LNG fuel 
bunkering operations

1 Scope

This document gives guidance on the risk-based approach to follow for the design and operation of the 
LNG bunker transfer system, including the interface between the LNG bunkering supply facilities and 
receiving LNG fuelled vessels.

This document provides requirements and recommendations for the development of a bunkering site 
and facility and the LNG bunker transfer system, providing the minimum functional requirements 
qualified by a structured risk assessment approach taking into consideration LNG properties and 
behaviour, simultaneous operations and all parties involved in the operation.

This document is applicable to bunkering of both seagoing and inland trading vessels. It covers LNG 
bunkering from shore or ship, mobile to ship and ship to ship LNG supply scenarios, as described 
in Clause 4.

2 Normative references

The following documents are referred to in the text in such a way that some or all of their content 
constitutes requirements of this document. For dated references, only the edition cited applies. For 
undated references, the latest edition of the referenced document (including any amendments) applies.

ISO/IEC Guide 73, Risk management — Vocabulary

ISO 31010, Risk management — Guidelines on principles and implementation of risk management

ISO 20519, Ships and marine technology — Specification for bunkering of liquefied natural gas fuelled vessels

IMO. IGF Code of Safety for Ships using Gases or other Low flashpoint fuels

IMO. IGC International Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied 
Gases in Bulk

IMO. International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers

3	 Terms,	definitions	and	abbreviated	terms

3.1	 Terms	and	definitions

For the purposes of this document, the terms and definitions given in ISO/IEC Guide 73 and the 
following apply.

ISO and IEC maintain terminology databases for use in standardization at the following addresses:

— ISO Online browsing platform: available at https://www.iso.org/obp

— IEC Electropedia: available at https://www.electropedia.org/
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