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Foreword

This BSI Flex was sponsored by The Centre for Connected and Autonomous Vehicles. 
Its development was facilitated by BSI Standards Limited and it was released under 
licence from The British Standards Institution. It came into effect on 11th March 2022.

Acknowledgement is given to Nick Reed, Reed Mobility, 
as the technical author.

The British Standards Institution retains ownership and 
copyright of this BSI Flex. BSI Standards Limited as the 
publisher of the BSI Flex reserves the right to withdraw 
or amend this BSI Flex on receipt of authoritative advice 
that it is appropriate to do so.

This BSI Flex is not to be regarded as a British Standard 
or PAS. It will be withdrawn in the event of its being 
superseded by a PAS or a British Standard.

The agile BSI Flex development process enables a 
vocabulary to be developed rapidly, and on an iterative 
basis, in order to fulfil an immediate need in industry. 
A BSI Flex can be considered for further development 
as a PAS or British Standard, or constitute part of 
the UK input into the development of a European or 
International Standard.

Because the content in this version is part of an 
iterative process, it is likely to change from time to time 
with subsequent iterations.

Supersession

This version of BSI Flex 1890 supersedes BSI Flex 1890 
v3.0:2020-10, which is withdrawn.

Information about this document

This release is Version 4 of BSI Flex 1890, which is the last 
planned version of the standard. All comments received 
will be reviewed to inform the future direction of this 
standard. Interested parties are encouraged to check the 
BSI website for any updates regarding any future plans.

This publication can be withdrawn, revised, partially 
superseded or superseded. Information regarding the 
status of this publication can be found in the Standards 
Catalogue on the BSI website at bsigroup.com/
standards, or by contacting the Customer Services team.

Where websites and webpages have been cited, they 
are provided for ease of reference and are correct at 
the time of publication. The location of a webpage or 
website, or its contents, cannot be guaranteed.

As a vocabulary, this BSI Flex takes the form of terms 
and definitions. It is not to be quoted as if it were a 
specification or a code of practice.

Relationships with other publications

This document is part of BSI’s Connected and 
Automated Vehicles programme which aims to develop 
a suite of technical standards and guidance to help 
promote the design, testing and safe deployment of 
automated vehicles on UK roads. This document is 
issued as a vocabulary document that underpins the 
suite of CAV-related publications. It is intended to be 
read in conjunction with:

•	publications on CAV safety and security, including  
PAS 1880, PAS 1881, PAS 1883, PAS 1884, PAS 1885 
and PAS 11281;

•	publications on safety critical data, including PAS 1882;

•	safety and stakeholder requirements, including 
the Department for Transport’s Code of practice: 
Automated vehicle trialling, Transport for London’s 
Connected and autonomous vehicles: Guidance 
for London trials, and Highways England’s GG104: 
Requirements for safety risk assessment; and

•	existing legislation for UK vehicles and roads. 

Presentational conventions

Where words have alternative spellings, the preferred 
spelling of the Shorter Oxford English Dictionary is used 
(e.g. “organization” rather than “organisation”).

Contractual and legal considerations

This publication has been prepared in good faith, 
however no representation, warranty, assurance or 
undertaking (express or implied) is or will be made, and 
no responsibility or liability is or will be accepted by 
BSI in relation to the adequacy, accuracy, completeness 
or reasonableness of this publication. All and any such 
responsibility and liability is expressly disclaimed to the 
full extent permitted by the law.

This publication is provided as is, and is to be used at 
the recipient’s own risk.

The recipient is advised to consider seeking professional 
guidance with respect to its use of this publication.

This publication is not intended to constitute a contract. 
Users are responsible for its correct application.

Compliance with a BSI Flex cannot confer immunity 
from legal obligations.
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1 Scope

This document defines terms, abbreviations, and 
acronyms for the connected and automated vehicle 
(CAV) sector, focused on those relating to vehicles and 
associated technologies. 

It covers terms relating to connectivity and automation 
of roadgoing, land-based vehicles and their users. It 
does not cover terms that are manufacturer-specific.

This document is for use by insurers, regulators, 
legislators and organizations involved in CAV 
infrastructure, as well as CAV manufacturers and 
consumers.
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