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NOTICE 

 

Consumer Electronics Association (CEA
®
) Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications 

are designed to serve the public interest through eliminating misunderstandings between 

manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating interchangeability and improvement of products, and 

assisting the purchaser in selecting and obtaining with minimum delay the proper product for his 

particular need.  Existence of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications shall not in 

any respect preclude any member or nonmember of CEA from manufacturing or selling products 

not conforming to such Standards, Bulletins or other technical publications, nor shall the existence 

of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications preclude their voluntary use by those 

other than CEA members, whether the standard is to be used either domestically or internationally. 

 

Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications are adopted by CEA in accordance with the 

American National Standards Institute (ANSI) patent policy.  By such action, CEA does not 

assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to parties 

adopting the Standard, Bulletin or other technical publication. 
 

Note:  The user's attention is called to the possibility that compliance with this standard may 

require use of an invention covered by patent rights. 

 

By publication of this standard, no position is taken with respect to the validity of this claim or of 

any patent rights in connection therewith.  The patent holder has, however, filed a statement of 

willingness to grant a license under these rights on reasonable and nondiscriminatory terms and 

conditions to applicants desiring to obtain such a license.  Details may be obtained from the 

publisher. 

 

This document does not purport to address all safety problems associated with its use or all 

applicable regulatory requirements.  It is the responsibility of the user of this document to establish 

appropriate safety and health practices and to determine the applicability of regulatory limitations 

before its use. 

 

This document is copyrighted by the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA
®
) and may not be 

reproduced, in whole or part, without written permission. Federal copyright law prohibits 

unauthorized reproduction of this document by any means.  Organizations may obtain permission 

to reproduce a limited number of copies by entering into a license agreement. Requests to 

reproduce text, data, charts, figures or other material should be made to CEA.  

 

 

(Formulated under the cognizance of the CEA R6 Portable, Handheld and In-Vehicle 

Electronics Committee.) 
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CEA-2003-C 

FOREWORD 
 

This standard was developed under the auspices of the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA) R6 
Mobile Electronics Committee. 
 
CD/MP3 information from CEA-2003, CEA-2003-A, and CEA-2003-B are retained.  CEA-2003-C is 
backward compatible with and supercedes CEA-2003, CEA-2003-A, and CEA-2003-B. 
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CEA-2003-C 

Digital Audiobook File Format and Player Requirements 
 

1 Scope 
CEA-2003-C defines requirements and provides recommendations to publishers, software developers, 
content providers, and hardware manufacturers for the data structure, usability requirements, playback 
systems and delivery systems for audiobooks in digital file format. It should be noted that throughout 
CEA-2003-C, the term audiobook is defined as any audio file or collection of audio files of primarily 
spoken word content that is played in a linear order. Therefore, spoken word audio with occasional music, 
a narration of newspaper articles, or other similar spoken word audio, would additionally be considered 
audiobooks under this standard. 

2 References 

2.1 Normative References  
The following standards contain provisions that, through reference in this text, constitute normative 
provisions of this standard. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid. All standards are 
subject to revision, and parties to agreements based on this standard are encouraged to investigate the 
possibility of applying the most recent editions of the standards listed in Section 2.1.1. 

2.1.1 Normative Reference List 
CEA-2004, Audiobook Media and Player Compatibility, December, 2003 
 
ID3 Specifications  
 
ISO 9660:1988, Information processing -- Volume and file structure of CD-ROM for information 
interchange 
 
ISO/IEC 11172-3:1993, Information technology -- Coding of moving pictures and associated audio for 
digital storage media at up to about 1,5 Mbit/s -- Part 3: Audio (MPEG-1 Audio) 
 
ISO/IEC-11578:1996, Information technology -- Open Systems Interconnection -- Remote Procedure Call 
(RPC), Application Layer 
 
ISO/IEC 14496-3:2002, Information technology -- Coding of audio-visual objects -- Part 3: Audio (MPEG-4 
Audio) 
  
ISO/IEC 13818-7:1998, Information technology – Generic coding of moving pictures and associated audio 
information -- Part 7: Advanced Audio Coding (AAC) 
 
OSTA MPV Audiobook Profile Specification, Version 1.0, September 1, 2003 
 
 NOTE-OSTA MPV Audiobook Profile Specification, Version 1.0 is referred to as “OSTA MPV” 
 Throughout CEA-2003-C 
 
OSTA MultiAudio Specification, Version 1.10, September 16, 2002 
 

NOTE—OSTA MultiAudio Specification, Version 1.10 is referred to as “OSTA MultiAudio” 
throughout CEA-2003-C. 
 

MPEG-4 Specifications 
 
OGG VORBIS Specifications 
 
WMA Specifications 
 
WAV Specifications 
 
ATRAC3 Standards 
 

 1

This is a preview of "CEA 2003-C-2007 (R20...". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/CEA/CEA20032007R2013ANSI?source=preview

