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NOTICE

Consumer Electronics Association (CEA"™) Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications
are designed to serve the public interest through eliminating misunderstandings between
manufacturers and purchasers, facilitating interchangeability and improvement of products, and
assisting the purchaser in selecting and obtaining with minimum delay the proper product for his
particular need. Existence of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications shall not
in any respect preclude any member or nonmember of CEA from manufacturing or selling
products not conforming to such Standards, Bulletins or other technical publications, nor shall
the existence of such Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications preclude their
voluntary use by those other than CEA members, whether the standard is to be used either
domestically or internationally.

Standards, Bulletins and other technical publications are adopted by CEA in accordance with the
American National Standards Institute (ANSI) patent policy. By such action, CEA does not
assume any liability to any patent owner, nor does it assume any obligation whatever to parties
adopting the Standard, Bulletin or other technical publication.

This CEA Standard is considered to have International Standardization implication, but the
International Electrotechnical Commission activity has not progressed to the point where a valid
comparison between the CEA Standard and the IEC document can be made.

This Standard does not purport to address all safety problems associated with its use or all
applicable regulatory requirements. It is the responsibility of the user of this Standard to
establish appropriate safety and health practices and to determine the applicability of regulatory
limitations before its use.

This document is copyrighted by the Consumer Electronics Association (CEA®) and may not be
reproduced, in whole or part, without written permission. Federal copyright law prohibits
unauthorized reproduction of this document by any means. Organizations may obtain permission
to reproduce a limited number of copies by entering into a license agreement. Requests to
reproduce text, data, charts, figures or other material should be made to CEA.

(Formulated under the cognizance of the CEA’s R10 Residential Systems Committee.)

Published by
©CONSUMER ELECTRONICS ASSOCIATION 2011
Technology & Standards Department
www.CE.org

All rights reserved
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FOREWORD

This standard was developed by the Consumer Electronics Association/Custom Electronics Design &
Installation Association R10 Residential Systems Committee.
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Multi-Room Audio Cabling Standard

1 SCOPE
This standard defines cabling and connectors for use in distributing analog and digital audio signals

throughout a home. This multi-room audio standard covers stereo content (either summed or two
channels) only.

2 REFERENCES

2.1 Normative References
The following references contain provisions that, through reference in this text, constitute normative
provisions of this standard. At the time of publication, the edition indicated was valid. All standards are

subject to revision, and parties to agreements based on this standard are encouraged to investigate the
possibility of applying the most recent edition of the standard indicated below.

2.1.1 Normative Reference List
AIA A-201-1997 General Conditions of the Contract for Construction
ANSI/TIA/568-C, Generic Telecommunications Cabling for Customer Premises, February, 2009.

ANSI/TIA/EIA-568-C-2, Balanced Twisted-Pair Telecommunications Cabling and Components
Standards (See Addendum 1 For category 6 Performance Specs), August 2009.

ANSI/CEA-863-A, Connection Color Codes for Home Theater Systems, March, 2005.

IEC 60603-7, Connectors for Electronic Equipment — Part 7: Detail Specification Unshielded, Free
and Fixed Connectors, July 2008.

ANSI/NFPA-70, National Electrical Code®, August 2008.
ANSI/TIA-570-B, Residential Telecommunications Infrastructure Standard, January 2009.

ANSI/TIA/EIA-606-A Administration Standard for Commercial Telecommunications Infrastructure May
2002

ANSI/TIA-968-A, Telecommunications Telephone Terminal Equipment Technical Requirements for
Connection of Terminal Equipment to the Telephone Network, August 2007

AES-48 AES Standard on Interconnections — Grounding and EMC Practices — Shields of Connectors
in Audio Equipment Containing Active Circuitry May 2005

EIA/ECA 310-E Cabinets, Racks, Panels, and Associated Equipment, December 2005
ANSI-ASHRAE 55 - Thermal Environmental Conditions for Human Occupancy, 2004

UL 1678 — Household, Commercial, and Professional Use Carts and Stands for Use with Audio/Video
Equipment, December 2001

ANSI/TIA/EIA-569-A: Commercial Building Standard for Telecommunications Pathways and Spaces,
December 2007
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