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CSA Preface 
This is the fifth edition of CSA Z316.6, Sharps injury protection — Requirements and test methods — 
Sharps containers, which is an adoption, with Canadian deviations, of ISO (International Organization for 
Standardization) Standard 23907-2 (first edition, 2019-11), titled Sharps injury protection — 
Requirements and test methods —  Part 2: Reusable sharps containers. It supersedes the previous 
edition, published in 2014 as CAN/CSA-Z316.6 (adopted ISO 23907:2012). 

For brevity, this Standard will be referred to as “CSA Z316.6” throughout.

This Standard is considered suitable for use for conformity assessment within the stated scope of the 
Standard.

This Standard was reviewed for Canadian adoption by the CSA Subcommittee on Sharps Containers, 
under the jurisdiction of the CSA Technical Committee on Medical Laboratory Quality Systems and the 
CSA Strategic Steering Committee on Health and Well-being, and has been formally approved by the 
Technical Committee. 

This Standard has been developed in compliance with Standards Council of Canada requirements for 
National Standards of Canada. It has been published as a National Standard of Canada by CSA Group.

© 2020 Canadian Standards Association 
All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form whatsoever without the 
prior permission of the publisher. ISO material is reprinted with permission. Where the words “this 
International Standard” appear in the text, they should be interpreted as “this National Standard of 
Canada”.

Inquiries regarding this National Standard of Canada should be addressed to  
CSA Group 
178 Rexdale Boulevard, Toronto, Ontario, Canada M9W 1R3 
1-800-463-6727 • 416-747-4000 
www.csagroup.org

To purchase standards and related publications, visit our Online Store at store.csagroup.org or call toll- 
free 1-800-463-6727 or 416-747-4044.

This Standard is subject to review within five years from the date of publication, and suggestions for its 
improvement will be referred to the appropriate committee. The technical content of IEC and ISO 
publications is kept under constant review by IEC and ISO. To submit a proposal for change, please send 
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the following information to inquiries@csagroup.org and include “Proposal for change” in the subject 
line:
a) Standard designation (number);
b) relevant clause, table, and/or figure number;
c) wording of the proposed change; and
d) rationale for the change.
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Canadian deviations
The following deviations are intended to align with local healthcare practices and to meet the 
requirements of Canadian healthcare regulators for single-use and reusable medical sharps containers.

[Replace the title of this Standard with the following]

Sharps injury protection — Requirements and test methods — Sharps containers

Introduction
[Replace the first sentence of the first paragraph with the following]

Sharps containers are designed for the containment and disposal of sharps such as scalpel blades, 
trocars, hypodermic needles, and syringes.

[Replace the second paragraph with the following]

This Standard covers single-use and reusable sharps containers. Sharps containers meeting the 
requirements of this Standard are considered to be safe for the purposes of
a) handling and disposal, in the case of single-use sharps containers; and
b) handling, decontamination, and reuse, in the case of reusable sharps containers.

1 Scope
[Replace the first paragraph with the following]

This Standard specifies requirements for sharps containers intended to hold potentially hazardous 
sharps medical waste with or without sharps protection features, e.g., scalpel blades, trocars, 
hypodermic needles, and syringes.

[Replace the third and fourth paragraphs with the following]

This Standard includes design and functionality requirements; performance testing for single-use and 
reusable sharps containers; lifespan simulation; cleaning and decontamination; microbiological 
validation; and quality monitoring for reusable sharps containers.

This Standard is not applicable to outer containers used in the transportation of filled single-use sharps 
containers.

2 Normative references
[Add the following]

In this Standard, any reference to International Standards shall be replaced by the relevant National 
Standard of Canada.
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