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European foreword

This document (EN  17861:2023) has been prepared by Technical Committee CEN/TC  134 “Resilient, 
textile, laminate and modular mechanical locked floor coverings”, the secretariat of which is held 
by NBN.

This European Standard shall be given the status of a national standard, either by publication of an 
identical text or by endorsement, at the latest by January 2024, and conflicting national standards shall 
be withdrawn at the latest by January 2024.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. CEN shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

Any feedback and questions on this document should be directed to the users’ national standards body. 
A complete listing of these bodies can be found on the CEN website.

According to the CEN-CENELEC Internal Regulations, the national standards organisations of the 
following countries are bound to implement this European Standard: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, 
Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Iceland, 
Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Republic 
of North Macedonia, Romania, Serbia, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland, Türkiye and the 
United Kingdom.
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Introduction

This document is intended to provide producers, distributors and consumers of floor coverings with a 
clear understanding of how terms widely used with reference to the circular economy are defined by 
and apply specifically to the flooring sector. Figure 1 shows the material flows for floor covering in a 
circular economy.

Figure 1 — Schematic diagram showing the various material flows for floor coverings in a 
circular economy
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Resilient, textile, laminate and modular mechanical locked 
floor coverings – Circular Economy – Terms and definitions

1	 Scope

This document defines terms regarding circular economy that are used by the flooring sector.

2	 Normative references

There are no normative references in this document.
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