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Notice and Disclaimer 
 

PLASA does not approve, inspect, or certify any installations, procedures, equipment or materials for compliance 
with codes, recommended practices or standards. Compliance with an PLASA standard or recommended 
practice is the sole and exclusive responsibility of the manufacturer or provider and is entirely within their control 
and discretion. Any markings, identification, or other claims of compliance do not constitute certification or 
approval of any type or nature whatsoever by PLASA. 
 
PLASA neither guarantees nor warrants the accuracy or completeness of any information published herein and 
disclaim liability for any personal injury, property or other damage or injury of any nature whatsoever, whether 
special, indirect, consequential or compensatory, directly or indirectly resulting from the publication, use of, or 
reliance on this document.  
 
In issuing and distributing this document, PLASA does not either (a) undertake to render professional or other 
services for or on behalf of any person or entity, or (b) undertake any duty to any person or entity with respect to 
this document or its contents. Anyone using this document should rely on his or her own independent judgment 
or, as appropriate, seek the advice of a competent professional in determining the exercise of reasonable care in 
any given circumstance.  
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The PLASA Technical Standards Program 

 
The PLASA Technical Standards Program was created to serve the PLASA membership and the entertainment 
industry in technical standards related matters. The goal of the Program is to take a leading role regarding 
technology within the entertainment industry by creating recommended practices and standards, monitoring 
standards issues around the world on behalf of our members, and improving communications and safety within 
the industry. PLASA works closely with the technical standards efforts of other organizations within our industry, 
including USITT and VPLT, as well as representing the interests of PLASA members to ANSI, UL, and the NFPA. 
The Technical Standards Program is accredited by the American National Standards Institute. 
 
The Technical Standards Council (TSC) was established to oversee and coordinate the Technical Standards 
Program. Made up of individuals experienced in standards-making work from throughout our industry, the 
Council approves all projects undertaken and assigns them to the appropriate working group. The Technical 
Standards Council employs a Technical Standards Manager to coordinate the work of the Council and its working 
groups as well as maintain a “Standards Watch” on behalf of members. Working groups include Camera Cranes, 
Control Protocols, Electrical Power, Floors, Fog and Smoke, Followspot Position, Photometrics, Rigging, and 
Stage Lifts. 
 
PLASA encourages active participation in the Technical Standards Program. There are several ways to become 
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you must complete an application which is available from the PLASA office. Your application is subject to 
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includes responding to letter ballots and attending meetings. Membership in PLASA is not a requirement. You 
can also become involved by requesting that the TSC develop a standard or a recommended practice in an area 
of concern to you. 
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entertainment industry professionals representing a diversity of interests. PLASA is committed to developing 
consensus-based standards and recommended practices in an open setting.  
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1 Introduction 
 
1.1 Purpose 
The purpose of this document is to offer guidance and to make recommendations for the placement and 
arrangement of permanent followspot positions in places of public assembly. Information in this document 
is not intended to conflict with any federal, state or local codes, statutes, ordinances or regulations, or to 
replace competent professional advice. 
 
1.2 Scope   
This document makes recommendations for the operational and functional aspects of permanent 
followspot positions within places of public assembly, including the determination of their location within 
the venue, their physical space requirements, and the safety considerations associated with their use.  
 
The scope of this document includes accessibility and environmental concerns, but only to the extent that 
these concerns relate to (a) the location and configuration of followspot positions, (b) the working 
environment created by these areas during their intended use, and (c) the working environment created 
during other activities incidental to their intended use. 
 
Temporary followspot positions are not included in the scope of this document. 

2 Definitions 
 
2.1 followspot: A manually operated spotlight intended specifically for illuminating moving objects or 
performers. 
 
2.2 followspot position: A purpose-designed, permanently located space or platform, specifically 
intended for one or more followspots. 
 
2.2.1 followspot booth: A followspot position that is an enclosed room or space specifically intended for 
the placement, use, and operation of followspots.  
 
2.2.2 followspot platform: A followspot position that is an open-sided platform specifically intended for 
the placement, use, and operation of followspots.  
 
2.3 obstruction: Any interference to the movement of the followspot, its operator, or any interference in 
the path of the followspot light beam, between the intended followspot position and the performance area, 
whether predictable or not. Examples of physical obstructions include building structural framing elements 
and any equipment attached to the building structural framing elements.  
 
2.4 pan angle: The included angle formed by the followspot’s horizontal limits of movement, measured at 
the followspot’s beam centerline.  
 
2.5 qualified lighting specialist: A person who by possession of a recognized degree or certificate of 
professional standing, or who by extensive knowledge, training, and experience, has successfully 
demonstrated the ability to solve or resolve problems relating to live event lighting using followspots. 
 
2.6 railing: Any barrier that is intended to function as an OSHA or building code compliant guardrail  
 
2.7 Special-Purpose Industrial Occupancy: An industrial occupancy in which ordinary and low hazard 
industrial operations are conducted in buildings designed for, and suitable only for, particular types of 
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