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Approval of an American National Standard requires review by ANSI that
the requirements for due process, consensus, and other criteria for
approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when, in the judgment of the ANSI Board of
Standards Review, substantial agreement has been reached by directly
and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement means much more
than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanimity. Consensus requires
that all views and objections be considered, and that a concerted effort be
made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their 
existence does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he has approved
the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing, purchasing, or using
products, processes, or procedures not conforming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop standards and
will in no circumstances give an interpretation of any American National
Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or authority to issue an
interpretation of an American National Standard in the name of the American
National Standards Institute. Requests for interpretations should be ad-
dressed to the secretariat or sponsor whose name appears on the title page
of this standard.
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ii

Foreword (This foreword is not part of American National Standard 
ANSI/NAPM IT9.13-1996.)

This standard lists definitions on the permanence of imaging materials
used in American National Standards on material specifications and stor-
age practices. Of particular importance is the definition for archival. The
term, archival, has been interpreted to have many meanings, ranging from
“the preservation of information forever” to “temporary storage of actively
used information.” It is, therefore, recommended that the term archival not
be used in standards for stability of recording materials and systems.

This standard is a revision of the 1992 document. In addition to improve-
ments in the definitions for photographic materials, terms have been
added for magnetic and optical materials.

Suggestions for the improvement of this standard will be welcome. They
should be sent to the National Association of Photographic Manufacturers,
Inc., 550 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 307, Harrison, NY 10528-1612.

This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by
NAPM Techn ica l  Commi t tee  IT9  on  the  Phys ica l  Proper t ies  and
Permanence of Imaging Materials. Committee approval of this standard
does not necessarily imply that all members voted for its approval. At the
time it approved this standard, the NAPM/IT9 Technical Committee had
the following members:

Peter Z. Adelstein, Chairman
A. Tulsi Ram, Secretary

Organization Represented Name of Representative
Association for Information and Image Management ..........Jean M. Baronas

Judy Kilpatrick (Alt.)
Association of Reproduction Materials

Manufacturers, Inc. .........................................................Philip Nowers
Canadian Conservation Institute ........................................Klaus B. Hendriks
First Image Management Company....................................William E. Neale
Genealogical Society of Utah .............................................Eric Erickson

Brent Reber (Alt.)
Nathan Nilsson (Alt.)

Image Permanence Institute ..............................................James M. Reilly
Douglas Nishimura (Alt.)

International Society of Photogrammetry
and Remote Sensing .......................................................Francis J. Parrish

Light Impressions Corporation ...........................................Dennis Inch
Motion Picture Studio Preservation ....................................Rami Mina

Rick Utley (Alt.)
National Association of Photographic 

Manufacturers, Inc. .........................................................Ronald Cieciuch
Peter Roth (Alt.)
Haruhiko Iwano
Junichi Kohno
David F. Kopperl
A. Tulsi Ram (Alt.)
Charles A. Schallhorn (Alt.)
Cheri L. Warner (Alt.)
Peter Krause
Gilbert G. Leiter
Neil Anderson (Alt.)
William Murray (Alt.)
Norman Newman (Alt.)
Kenneth M. Smith
Robert L. Seyfert (Alt.)
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iii

National Information Standards Organization (Liaison) .......Margaret Byrnes
National Optical Astronomy Observatories .........................William E. Schoening
Professional Photographers of America, Inc. ......................Robert M. Opfer
Smithsonian Institution ......................................................Mark McCormick-Goodhart 
Society of Imaging Science and Technology ......................Peter Z. Adelstein
U.S. Defense Logistics Agency ..........................................James N. McBee
U.S. General Services Administration –

Federal Supply and Services ...........................................Martin Robinson
U.S. Library of Congress ...................................................Gerald Gibson
U.S. National Archives and Records Administration............Alan R. Calmes

Steven T. Puglia (Alt.)
Sarah S. Wagner (Alt.)

Wilhelm Imaging Research ................................................Henry Wilhelm

Individual Expert
Eugene Ostroff

Organization Represented Name of Representative
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AMERICAN NATIONAL STANDARD ANSI/NAPM IT9.13-1996

American National Standard
for Imaging Materials –

Glossary of Terms
Pertaining to Stability

1

1   Scope

This standard lists a glossary of terms and definitions pertaining to the stability of imaging materials.

These definitions are generic and apply to the entire imaging industry. For definitions specific to
particular applications, refer to industry standards.

2   Definitions

2.1 aperture:  The opening in the flange that is used to facilitate threading of magnetic tape on the
hub and inspection of the wind (also referred to as window).

2.2 aperture card:  A card of standard dimensions with one or more openings into which a
microfilm frame, or frames, can be mounted or inserted.

2.3 archival medium:  A recording material that can be expected to retain information forever, so
that such information can be retrieved without significant loss when properly stored. However, there is
no such material and it is not a term to be used in American National Standard material or system
specifications.

2.4 base:  The support in a recording material on which the magnetic layer (and, if necessary, the
back layer) is coated.

2.4.1 cellulose-acetate base:  A base for recording materials composed mainly of cellulose-esters
of acetic acid.

2.4.2 cellulose-ester base:  A base for recording materials composed mainly of cellulose-esters of
acetic, propionic, or butyric acid, or mixtures thereof.

2.4.3 polyester base:  A base for recording materials composed mainly of a polymer of ethylene
glycol and terephthalic acid (also referred to as polyethylene terephthalate), or a polymer of ethylene
glycol and 2,6 naphthalene dicarboxylic acid (also referred to as polyethylene naphthalate).

2.4.4 poly(ethylene terephthalate) base:  A polyester base for recording materials composed
mainly of a polymer of ethylene glycol and terephthalic acid.

2.5 brittleness:  The property of a material that causes it to crack or break when bent or flexed.

2.6 can:  A metal or plastic container for a roll of recording material, such as photographic film or
magnetic tape.

2.7 carton or box:  An outer container that can hold one or more individual units.

2.8 cartridge:  A housing for a roll of recording material, such as photographic film or magnetic
tape, attached to a single hub or reel. See also cassette.

2.9 cassette:  A housing for a roll of recording material, such as photographic film or magnetic
tape, whose ends are attached to two hubs or reels.
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