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American
National
Standard

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by
ANSI that the requirements for due process, consensus, and other
criteria for approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when in the judgement of the ANSI Board of
Standards Review, substantial agreement has been reached by
directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement
means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily una-
nimity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be consid-
ered, and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their
existence does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she
has approved the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing,
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not con-
forming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop stan-
dards and will in no circumstances give an interpretation of any Ameri-
can National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or
authority to issue an interpretation of an American National Standard
in the name of the American National Standards Institute. Requests
for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor
whose name appears on the title page of this standard.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be
revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures of the American
National Standards Institute require that action be taken periodically
to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard. Purchasers of American
National Standards may receive current information on all standards
by calling or writing the American National Standards Institute.
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FOREWORD
(This Foreword is not part of American National Standard A117.1-1998.)

The 1961 edition of ANSI Standard A117.1 presented the first criteria for accessibility to
be approved as an American National Standard and was the result of research con-
ducted by the University of Illinois under a grant from the Easter Seal Research Founda-
tion. The National Easter Seal Society and the President's Committee on Employment
of People with Disabilities became members of the Secretariat and the Standard was
reaffirmed in 1971.

In 1974, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development joined the Secretariat
and sponsored needed research, which resulted in the 1980 edition. After further revi-
sion that included a special effort to remove application criteria (scoping requirements),
the 1986 edition was published and, when requested in 1987, the Council of American
Building Officials (CABO) assumed the Secretariat. Central to the intent of the change in
the Secretariat was the development of a standard that, when adopted as part of a build-
ing code, would be compatible with the building code and its enforcement. This edition
has largely achieved that goal. In 1998, CABO became the International Code Council
(ICC).

Suggestions for improving this edition will be welcome. They should be sent to ICC, Sec-
retariat, ANSI A117 Committee, 500 New Jersey Ave, NW, 6th floor, Washington DC
20001.

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accredited
Standards Committee on Architectural Features and Site Design of Public Buildings and
Residential Structures for Persons with Handicaps (A117). Committee approval of the
Standard does not necessarily imply that all Committee members voted for its
approval. At the time it approved this Standard, the A117 Committee had the follow-
ing members:

Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenneth M. Schoonover, PE (BOCA)

Vice Chair . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Soy Williams, AIA (PVA)

Organizational Member Representative
Accessibility Equipment Manufactures

Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Patrick Bass
American Bankers Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nessa Feddis
American Council

of the Blind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Julie Carroll
Patricia Beattie (Alt)

American Foundation for the Blind . . . . . . . . . . . Elga Joffee
Scott Marshall (Alt)
Alan Dinsmore (Alt)

American Hotel and Motel Association . . . . . . . . Robert Elliott
American Institute of Architects . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marvin J. Cantor, FAIA

Scott Fazekas, AIA, CBO (Alt)
American Occupational Therapy Association . . . Mary Shaheen, OTR/L

Anne Long Morris, EdD, OTR/L (Alt)
American Society of Interior Designers. . . . . . . . Wm. L. Wilkoff, FASID, IIDA

Barbara J. Huelat, ASID (Alt)
American Society of Plumbing Engineers . . . . . . Robert Evans, Jr., CIPE

Peter J. Johnson, CIPE (Alt)
American Society of Safety Engineers . . . . . . . . William Marletta

David A. De Vries (Alt)
American for Safe and Accessible Products . . . . . Edward Steinfeld
Awards for Recognition Association. . . . . . . . . . Kathy Wilson

William Townsend (Alt)
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Bell Communications Research, Inc . . . . . . . . . . William G. Keenan
Building Hardware Manufacturers

Association, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dave Gilda
Richard Hudnut (Alt)

Building Officials and Code
Administrators Intl, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Kenneth M. Schoonover, PE

Michael Pfeiffer, PE (Alt)
Building Owners and Managers

Association Intl . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Lawrence G. Perry, AIA
James C. Dinegar (Alt)

Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund . . . Marilyn Golden
Logan Hopper (Alt)

International Code Council . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Shahriar Amiri
International Conference of Building Officials . . . William D. Wall, PE

Rick Okawa, PE (Alt)
International Sign Association. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Teresa Cox

Bob Wallace (Alt)
Sharon Toji (Alt)

Little People of American, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Angela Van Etten, J.D.
National Apartment Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . Ronald G. Nickson
National Association of Home Builders . . . . . . . . Jay Murdoch

Ron Burton (Alt)
National Association of the Deaf . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Sievers

Nancy J. Bloch (Alt)
National Conference of States on Building

Codes and Standards . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . William E. O'Neil
National Electrical Manufacturers Association. . . . Rein Haus
National Elevator Industry, Inc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Edward A. Donoghue

Ralph Droste (Alt)
George Kappenhagen (Alt)

National Federation of the Blind . . . . . . . . . . . . . James Gashe
Dr. Harold Snider (Alt)

National Fire Protection Association . . . . . . . . . . Ron Coté, PE
National Institute for Tall People . . . . . . . . . . . . . Carlisle Bean
Paralyzed Veterans of America Kim A. Beasley, AIA

Soy Williams (Alt)
Plumbing Manufacturers Institute . . . . . . . . . . . . Jack Lancaster

Richard W. Church (Alt)
President's Committee of Employment of

People with Disabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Maggie Roffee
Ellen D. Daly (Alt)

Self Help for Hard of Hearing People, Inc . . . . . . . Jack O’Keeffe
Society for Environmental Graphic Design . . . . . Kenneth A. Ethridge, Jr., AIA
Southern Building Code Congress

International, Inc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Mark W. Wales, CBO
Richard Vognild, PE, CBO (Alt)

United Cerebral Palsy Associations . . . . . . . . . . Robert Dale Lynch, FAIA
Michael Morris (Alt)

US Architectural and Transportation
Barriers Compliance Board . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Marsha K. Mazz

Scott Windley (Alt)

vi

This is a preview of "ICC/ANSI A117.1-1998...". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/ICC/ICCANSIA1171998Commentary?source=preview


US Department of Agriculture. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Larry B. Fleming
Samuel Hodges, Ill (Alt)

US Department of Housing and
Urban Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Nelson A. Carbonell

Cheryl D. Kent (Alt)
Alan Rothman (Alt)

US Department of Veterans Affairs . . . . . . . . . . Dennis Hancher
World Institute on Disability . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hale Zukas

Individual Members
Brian D. Black
Patrick J. Higgins
Jake L. Pauls

Special recognition is provided to the following individuals who also contributed as
members of the committee during this review cycle:

Richard Hudnut (Chair 1987-1997)

Frank Bosak (Vice-Chair 1987-1997)

John P.S. Salmen
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PREFACE

Purpose and Application
This standard contains technical specifications (i.e., how to) for elements that are used in creating accessible functional
spaces. For example, it specifies technical requirements for making doors, routes, seating and other elements accessible.
These accessible elements are used for designing accessible functional spaces such as classrooms, hotel rooms, lobbies
or offices.

This standard does not include scoping criteria (i.e., what, where and how many). Scoping provisions are contained in
laws, ordinances or model building codes that reference this standard. This standard is for adoption by government agen-
cies and by organizations setting model codes to achieve uniformity in the technical design criteria in building codes and
other regulations. This standard is also used by nongovernmental entities as technical design guidelines or requirements
to make buildings and facilities accessible to and usable by persons with physical disabilities.

Provisions of this standard are suitable for:

– the design and construction of new buildings and facilities, including both spaces and elements, site improvements
and public walks.

– remodeling, alteration and rehabilitation of existing construction.

– permanent, temporary and emergency conditions.

Criteria are established for individual building spaces and elements. The intention is that these accessible spaces and
elements combine to provide accessibility throughout a building and related site facilities. General criteria, such as the
minimum width of an accessible route, can apply to different building or site elements, including sidewalks, corridors
and aisles between library stacks. Other criteria are for specific elements such as drinking fountains, water closets, sinks
and lavatories.

The principal purpose of the commentary is to provide a basic volume of knowledge and facts relating to building con-
struction as it pertains to the regulations set forth in ICC A117.1.

In the chapters that follow, discussions focus on the full meaning and implications of the text. Guidelines suggest the
most effective method of application, and the consequences of not adhering to the text. Illustrations are provided to aid
understanding; they do not necessarily illustrate the only methods of achieving compliance.

The format of the commentary includes the full text of each section, table and figure in the standard, followed immedi-
ately by the commentary applicable to that text. At the time of printing, the commentary reflects the most up-to-date text
of the 1998 ICC/ANSI A117.1. Each section’s narrative includes a statement of its objective and intent and usually
includes a discussion about why the requirement commands the conditions set forth. Standard text and commentary text
are easily distinguished from each other. All standard text is shown as it appears in the ICC/ANSI A117.1 and all com-
mentary is indented below the text with the symbol ❖.

Readers should note that the commentary is to be used in conjunction with the ICC/ANSI A117.1 and not as a substi-
tute for the standard. The commentary is advisory only; the code official alone possesses the authority and responsibility
for interpreting the code and referenced standards.

Comments and recommendations are encouraged, for through you input, we can improve future editions. Please direct
you comments to the Codes and Standards Development Department at the Chicago District Office.

Recommendations to Adopting Authorities

Administration
This standard does not establish which occupancy or building types are covered and the extent to which each type is cov-
ered. Such requirements for application of this standard must be specified by the adopting authority, including which and
how many functional spaces and elements are to be made accessible within each building type.

The standard does not establish which or how many buildings, facilities and spaces or elements within these spaces
must be made accessible. This standard correlates with the adoption of scoping provisions by the administrative author-
ity. This is typically accomplished through the adoption of a model building code which references this standard. The
adopted scoping provisions will establish where accessibility is required, and this standard will establish how those
required elements and spaces are to be made accessible. A set of recommended scoping provisions was developed by the
Board for the Coordination of the Model Codes of the Council of American Building Officials, and is reflected in the cur-
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