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American
National
Standard

Approval of an American National Standard requires verification by
ANSI that the requirements for due process, consensus, and other cri-
teria for approval have been met by the standards developer.

Consensus is established when in the judgement of the ANSI Board of
Standards Review, substantial agreement has been reached by
directly and materially affected interests. Substantial agreement
means much more than a simple majority, but not necessarily unanim-
ity. Consensus requires that all views and objections be considered,
and that a concerted effort be made toward their resolution.

The use of American National Standards is completely voluntary; their
existence does not in any respect preclude anyone, whether he or she
has approved the standards or not, from manufacturing, marketing,
purchasing, or using products, processes, or procedures not con-
forming to the standards.

The American National Standards Institute does not develop stan-
dards and will in no circumstances give an interpretation of any Ameri-
can National Standard. Moreover, no person shall have the right or
authority to issue an interpretation of an American National Standard
in the name of the American National Standards Institute. Requests
for interpretations should be addressed to the secretariat or sponsor
whose name appears on the title page of this standard.

CAUTION NOTICE: This American National Standard may be
revised or withdrawn at any time. The procedures of the American
National Standards Institute require that action be taken periodically
to reaffirm, revise, or withdraw this standard. Purchasers of American
National Standards may receive current information on all standards
by calling or writing the American National Standards Institute.
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FOREWORD
(The information contained in this foreword is not part of this American National
Standard (ANS) and has not been processed in accordance with ANSI’s require-
ments for an ANS. As such, this foreword may contain material that has not been
subjected to public review or a consensus process. In addition, it does not contain
requirements necessary for conformance to the standard.)

Development

The 1961 edition of ANSI Standard A117.1 presented the first criteria for accessi-
bility to be approved as an American National Standard and was the result of
research conducted by the University of Illinois under a grant from the Easter Seal
Research Foundation. The National Easter Seal Society and the President’s Com-
mittee on Employment of People with Disabilities became members of the Secre-
tariat, and the 1961 edition was reaffirmed in 1971.

In 1974, the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development joined the Sec-
retariat and sponsored needed research, which resulted in the 1980 edition. After
further revision that included a special effort to remove application criteria (scoping
requirements), the 1986 edition was published and, when requested in 1987, the
Council of American Building Officials (CABO) assumed the Secretariat.Central to
the intent of the change in the Secretariat was the development of a standard that,
when adopted as part of a building code, would be compatible with the building
code and its enforcement. The 1998 edition largely achieved that goal. In 1998,
CABO became the International Code Council (ICC).

2003 Edition

New to the 2003 edition are criteria for elements and fixtures primarily for children’s
use; enhanced reach range criteria; transportation facilities; additional provisions
for assembly areas; and an addition and rearrangement for accessible dwelling
and sleeping units. These new criteria are intended to provide a level of coordina-
tion between the accessible provisions of this standard and the Fair Housing
Accessibility Guidelines (FHAG) and the Americans with Disabilities Act Accessi-
bility Guidelines (ADAAG). Illustrative figures are numbered the same as corre-
sponding text to simplify the use of the Standard. Unless specified otherwise,
figures are not part of the Standard. Should a figure appear to illustrate criteria that
differ with the text of the Standard, the criteria stated in the text govern.

ANSI Approval

This Standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by the Accred-
ited Standards Committee A117 on Architectural Features and Site Design of Pub-
lic Buildings and Residential Structures for Persons with Disabilities. ANSI
approved the 2003 edition on November 26, 2003. Committee approval of the
Standard does not necessarily imply that all Committee members voted for its
approval.

Adoption

ICC/ANSI A117.1–2003 is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions interna-
tionally. Its use within a governmental jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished
through adoption by reference in accordance with proceedings establishing the
jurisdiction’s laws.

Formal Interpretations

Requests for Formal Interpretations on the provisions of ICC/ANSI A117.1–2003
should be addressed to: ICC, Chicago District Office, 4051 W. Flossmoor Road,
Country Club Hills, IL 60478–5795.
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Maintenance—Submittal of Proposals

All ICC standards are revised as required by ANSI. Proposals for revising this edi-
tion are welcome. Please visit the ICC website at www.iccsafe.org for the official
“Call for proposals” announcement. A proposal form and instructions can also be
downloaded from www.iccsafe.org.

ICC, its members and those participating in the development of ICC/ANSI
A117.1–2003 do not accept any liability resulting from compliance or noncompli-
ance with the provisions of ICC 300–2002. ICC does not have the power or author-
ity to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this standard. Only the
governmental body that enacts this standard into law has such authority.
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Accredited Standards Committee A117 on Architectural Features and
Site Design of Public Buildings and Residential Structures for

Persons with Disabilities

At the time of ANSI approval, the A117.1 Committee consisted of the following members:

Chair .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kenneth M. Schoonover, PE
Vice Chair .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Edward A. Donoghue, CPCA
A117 Committee Secretary .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lawrence Brown, CBO

Organizational Member Representative
Accessibility Equipment Manufacturers
Association (AEMA) (PD) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kevin Brinkman

Gregory L. Harmon (Alt)
American Bankers Association (ABA) (BO) .  .  .  .  .  . Nessa Feddis
American Council of the Blind (ACB) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  . Patricia Beattie

Krista Merritt (Alt)
American Hotel and Lodging Association
(AHLA) (BO) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kevin Maher

Jerry Gross (Alt)
American Institute of Architects (AIA) (P) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Mark W. Wales, Associate AIA, CBO

Larry M. Schneider (Alt)
American Occupational Therapy Association
(AOTA) (P) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . S. Shoshana Shamberg
American Society of Interior Designers (ASID) (P) .  .  . Samantha McAskill, ASID

Barbara J. Huelat, ASID, IIDA (Alt)
American Society of Plumbing Engineers (ASPE) (P) Robert H. Evans, Jr., CIPE/CPD

Julius A. Ballanco, P.E. (Alt)
American Society of Safety Engineers (ASSE) (P).  .  . Dr. William Marletta, PhD, CSP

John B. Schroering, P.E., C.S.P. (Alt)
American Society of Theatre Consultants (ASTC) (P) . William Conner, ASTC

R. Duane Wilson, ASTC (Alt)
Association for Education & Rehabilitation of the Blind
& Visually Impaired (AERBVI) (P) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Billie Louise “Beezy” Bentzen, PhD

Builders Hardware Manufacturers Association, Inc
(BHMA) (PD) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Michael Tierney

Richard Hudnut (Alt)
Building Owners and Managers Association
International (BOMA) (BO) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lawrence G. Perry, AIA

Ron Burton (Alt)
Disability Rights Education and Defense Fund
(DREDF) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Marilyn Golden

Logan Hopper (Alt)
International Association of Amusement Parks and
Attractions (IAAPA) (BO) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . John Paul Scott, AIA, NCARB
International Code Council (ICC) (R).  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kimberly Paarlberg, AIA

Phil Hahn, AIA (Alt)
International Sign Association (ISA) (PD) .  .  .  .  .  .  . Teresa Cox

James L. Chapman (Alt)
Muhammad Kahn (2nd Alt)

Little People of America, Inc. (LPA) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Tricia Mason
C. Angela Van Etten, J.D.

Montgomery County Department of Permitting
Services (MCDPS) (R) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Shahriar Amiri, CBO

Thomas Heiderer (Alt)
National Apartment Association (NAA) (BO) .  .  .  .  .  . Ronald G. Nickson
National Association of Home Builders  (NAHB) (BO) . Jeffrey T. Inks

Richard A. Morris (Alt)
National Association of the Deaf (NAD) (CU) .  .  .  .  . Don Sievers

Nancy J. Bloch (Alt)
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National Conference of States on Building Codes
and Standards (NCSBCS) (R) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Curt Wiehle
National Electrical Manufacturers Association
(NEMA) (PD) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Rein Haus

Scott Edwards (Alt)
James Shuster (2nd Alt)

National Elevator Industry, Inc (NEII) (PD) .  .  .  .  .  .  . Edward A. Donoghue, CPCA
George A. Kappenhagen (Alt)
Barry Blackaby (2nd Alt)

National Fire Protection Association
(NFPA) (R) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Allan B. Fraser

Ron Coté, PE (Alt)
New Mexico Governor’s Committee on Concerns of the
Handicapped (NMGCCH) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hope Reed

Anthony H. Alarid (Alt)
Paralyzed Veterans of America (PVA) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  . Carol Peredo Lopez, AIA

Mark H. Lichter, AIA (Alt)
Plumbing Manufacturers Institute (PMI) (PD) .  .  .  .  . David Viola

Barbara C. Higgens (Alt)
Self Help for Hard of Hearing People, Inc.
(SHHH) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brenda Battat

Timothy P. Creagan (Alt)
Society for Environmental Graphic Design
(SEGD) (P) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Kenneth A. Ethridge, Jr., AIA, RIBA

Ann Makowski (Alt)
Stairway Manufacturers Association (SMA) (PD) .  .  . Tim Moss

David Cooper (Alt)
U.S. Architectural & Transportation Barriers Compliance
(Access) Board (ATBCB) (R) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Marsha K. Mazz

Scott J. Windley (Alt)
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) (R) .  .  .  .  .  . Larry B. Fleming

Samuel Hodges, III (Alt)
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) (R) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Cheryl D. Kent

Louis F. Borray (Alt)
United Cerebral Palsy Association, Inc. (UCPA) (CU) . Robert Dale Lynch, FAIA

Gus Estrella (Alt)
United Spinal Association (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Brian D. Black

Dominic Marinelli (Alt)
World Institute on Disability (WID) (CU) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Hale Zukas

Individual Members

Todd Andersen (P)
George P. McAllister, Jr. (P)
Jake L. Pauls, CPE (P)
John P. S. Salmen, AIA (P)
Kenneth M. Schoonover, PE (P)
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INTEREST CATEGORIES

Builder/Owner/Operator (BO) – Members in this category include those in the private
sector involved in the development, construction, ownership and operation of buildings
or facilities; and their respective associations.

Consumer/User (CU) – Members in this category include those with disabilities, or oth-
ers who require accessibility features in the built environment for access to buildings,
facilities and sites; and their respective associations.

Producer/Distributor (PD) – Members in this category include those involved in manu-
facturing, distributing, or sales of products; and their respective associations.

Professional (P) – Members in this category include those qualified to engage in the
development of the body of knowledge and policy relevant to their area of practice, such
as research, testing, consulting, education, engineering or design; and their respective
associations.

Regulatory (R) – Members in this category include federal agencies, representatives of
regulatory agencies or organizations that promulgate or enforce codes or standards;
and their respective associations.

Individual Expert (IE) (Nonvoting) – Members in this category are individual experts
selected to assist the consensus body. Individual experts shall serve for a renewable
term of one year and shall be subject to approval by vote of the consensus body. Individ-
ual experts shall have no vote.

Category Number

Builder/Owner/Operator – (BO) 6

Consumer/User – (CU) 10

Professional – (P) 8

Producer/Distributor – (PD) 7

Regulatory – (R) 7

TOTAL 38
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Chapter 1. Application and Administration

101 Purpose

The technical criteria in Chapters 3 through 9, and
Sections 1002, 1003 and 1005 of this standard
make sites, facilities, buildings and elements acces-
sible to and usable by people with such physical dis-
abilities as the inability to walk, difficulty walking,
reliance on walking aids, blindness and visual
impairment, deafness and hearing impairment,
incoordination, reaching and manipulation disabili-
ties, lack of stamina, difficulty interpreting and react-
ing to sensory information, and extremes of
physical size.The intent of these sections is to allow
a person with a physical disability to independently
get to, enter, and use a site, facility, building, or ele-
ment.

Section 1004 of this standard provides criteria for
Type B units. These criteria are intended to be con-
sistent with the intent of the criteria of the U.S.
Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Fair Housing Accessibility Guidelines. The
Type B units are intended to supplement, not
replace, Accessible units or Type A units as speci-
fied in this standard.

This standard is intended for adoption by govern-
ment agencies and by organizations setting model
codes to achieve uniformity in the technical design
criteria in building codes and other regulations.

101.1 Applicability. Sites, facilities, buildings, and
elements required to be accessible shall comply with
the applicable provisions of Chapters 3 through 9.

EXCEPTIONS:

1.Accessible units shall comply with Section
1002.

2.Type A units shall comply with Section
1003.

3.Type B units shall comply with Section
1004.

4. Dwelling units and sleeping units required to
have accessible communication features shall
comply with Section 1005.

102 Anthropometric Provisions

The technical criteria in this standard are based on
adult dimensions and anthropometrics. This stan-
dard also contains technical criteria based on chil-

dren’s dimensions and anthropometrics for drinking
fountains, water closets, toilet compartments, lava-
tories and sinks, dining surfaces and work surfaces.

103 Compliance Alternatives

Nothing in this standard is intended to prevent the
use of designs, products, or technologies as alter-
natives to those prescribed by this standard, pro-
vided they result in equivalent or greater
accessibility and such equivalency is approved by
the administrative authority adopting this standard.

104 Conventions

104.1 General. Where specific criteria of this stan-
dard differ from the general criteria of this standard,
the specific criteria shall apply.

104.2 Dimensions. Dimensions that are not stated
as “maximum” or “minimum” are absolute. All
dimensions are subject to conventional industry tol-
erances.

104.3 Figures. Unless specifically stated, figures
included herein are provided for informational pur-
poses only and are not considered part of the
standard.

104.4 Floor or Floor Surface. The terms floor or
floor surface refer to the finish floor surface or
ground surface, as applicable.

104.5 Referenced Sections. Unless specifically
stated otherwise, a reference to another section or
subsection within this standard includes all subsec-
tions of the referenced section or subsection.

105 Referenced Standards

105.1 General. The standards listed in Section
105.2 shall be considered part of this standard to
the prescribed extent of each such reference.
Where criteria in this standard differ from those of
these referenced standards, the criteria of this stan-
dard shall apply.

105.2 Standards.

105.2.1 Manual on Uniform Traffic Control
Devices: MUTCD – 2000 (The Federal High-
way Administration, Office of Transportation
Operations, Room 3408, 400 7th Street, S.W.,
Washington, DC 20590)
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