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PREFACE

Introduction
Internationally, code officials recognize the need for amodern, up-to-date code addressing the mitigation of fire in the urban-wild-
land interface. The International Urban-Wildland Interface Codet, in this 2003 edition, is designed to bridge the gap between en-
forcement of the International Building Code and International Fire Code by mitigating the hazard of wildfires through model
code regulations, which safeguard the public health and safety in all communities, large and small.
This comprehensive urban-wildland interface code establishes minimum regulations for land use and the built environment in

designated urban-wildland interface areas using prescriptive and performance-related provisions. It is founded on data collected
from tests and fire incidents, technical reports andmitigation strategies fromaround theworld. This 2003 edition is fully compatible
with all the InternationalCodest (�I-Codes�t) publishedby the InternationalCodeCouncil (ICC), including the International
Building Code, ICCElectrical Codet, International EnergyConservation Code, International FireCode, International Fuel
Gas Code, International Mechanical Code, ICC Performance Codet, International Plumbing Code, International Private
Sewage Disposal Code, International Property Maintenance Code, International Residential Code and International Zoning
Code.

The InternationalUrban-Wildland InterfaceCodeprovisionsprovidemanybenefits, including themodel codedevelopmentpro-
cess, which offers an international forum for fire safety professionals to discuss performance and prescriptive code requirements.
This forum provides an excellent arena to debate proposed revisions. Thismodel code also encourages international consistency in
the application of provisions.

Development
This is the first edition of the International Urban-Wildland Interface Code (2003) and is the culmination of an effort initiated in
2001 by the ICC and the three statutory members of the International Code Council: Building Officials and Code Administrators
International, Inc. (BOCA), International Conference of BuildingOfficials (ICBO) and SouthernBuildingCodeCongress Interna-
tional (SBCCI). The intent was to draft a comprehensive set of regulations for mitigating the hazard to life and property from the
intrusionof fire fromwildlandexposures and fire fromadjacent structures, andpreventing structure fires fromspreading towildland
fuels. Technical content of the2000Urban-Wildland InterfaceCode, published by the InternationalFireCode Institute,wasutilized
as the basis for the development, followed by the publication of the 2001 Final Draft. This 2003 edition is based on the Final Draft,
with changes approved in the 2002 ICC Code Development Process. A new edition such as this is promulgated every three years.
With the development and publication of the family of International Codes in 2000, the continued development andmaintenance

of themodel codes individually promulgated by BOCA (�BOCANational Codes�), ICBO (�UniformCodes�) and SBCCI (�Stan-
dard Codes�) was discontinued. The 2003 International Codes, as well as their predecessors�the 2000 International Codes�are
intended to be the successor set of codes to those codes previously developed by BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI.

The development of a single family of comprehensive and coordinated International Codes was a significant milestone in the
development of regulations for the built environment. The timingof this publicationmirrors amilestone in the change in structure of
themodel codes, namely, thependingconsolidationofBOCA, ICBOandSBCCI into the ICC.Theactivities and servicespreviously
provided by the individual model code organizations will be the responsibility of the consolidated ICC.

This code is foundedonprinciples intended tomitigate thehazard fromfires through thedevelopment of provisions that adequate-
ly protect public health, safety and welfare; provisions that do not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not
restrict theuseofnewmaterials, productsormethodsof construction; andprovisions that donotgivepreferential treatment topartic-
ular types or classes of materials, products or methods of construction.

Adoption
The International Urban-Wildland Interface Code is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions internationally. Its use within a
governmental jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished through adoption by reference in accordancewith proceedings establish-
ing the jurisdiction�s laws. At the time of adoption, jurisdictions should insert the appropriate information in provisions requiring
specific local information, such as the name of the adopting jurisdiction. These locations are shown in bracketed words in small
capital letters in the code and in the sample ordinance. The sample adoption ordinance on page v addresses several key elements of a
code adoption ordinance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.
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Maintenance
The International Urban-Wildland Interface Code is kept up-to-date through the review of proposed changes submitted by code
enforcing officials, industry representatives, design professionals and other interested parties. Proposed changes are carefully con-
sidered through an open code development process in which all interested and affected parties may participate.

The contents of thiswork are subject to change both through theCode DevelopmentCycles and the governmental body that enacts
the code into law. For more information regarding the code development process, contact the Code and Standard Development De-
partment of the International Code Council.

Although the development procedure of the International Urban-Wildland Interface Code assures the highest degree of care, ICC
and the founding members of ICC—BOCA, ICBO and SBCCI—their members and those participating in the development of this
code do not accept any liability resulting from compliance or noncompliance with the provisions, because ICC and its founding
members do not have the power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this code. Only the governmental
body that enacts the code into law has such authority.
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ORDINANCE

The International Codes are designed and promulgated to be adopted by reference by ordinance. Jurisdictions wishing to adopt the
2003 International Urban-Wildland Interface Code as an enforceable regulation for the mitigation of fire in the urban-wildland
interface should ensure that certain factual information is included in the adopting ordinance at the time adoption is being considered
by the appropriate governmental body. The following sample adoption ordinance addresses several key elements of a code adoption
ordinance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.

SAMPLE ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL URBAN-WILDLAND INTERFACE CODE

ORDINANCE NO.________

An ordinance of the [JURISDICTION] adopting the 2003 edition of the International Urban-Wildland Interface Code, regulating
and governing the mitigation of hazard to life and property from the intrusion of fire from wildland exposures, fire from adjacent
structures and prevention of structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels in the [JURISDICTION] ; providing for the issuance of
permits and collection of fees therefor; repealing OrdinanceNo. ______ of the [JURISDICTION] and all other ordinances and parts
of the ordinances in conflict therewith.

The [GOVERNING BODY] of the [JURISDICTION] does ordain as follows:

Section 1. That a certain document, three (3) copies of which are on file in the office of the [TITLEOF JURISDICTION�S KEEPEROF
RECORDS] of [NAMEOFJURISDICTION] , beingmarked and designated as the InternationalUrban-Wildland InterfaceCode, 2003
edition, includingAppendixChapters [FILL INTHEAPPENDIXCHAPTERSBEINGADOPTED ], aspublishedby the InternationalCode
Council, be and is hereby adopted as theUrban-Wildland InterfaceCode of the [JURISDICTION] , in theState of [STATENAME] for
regulating and governing themitigation of hazard to life and property from the intrusion of fire fromwildland exposures, fire from
adjacent structures and prevention of structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels as herein provided; providing for the issuance
of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and terms of said
Urban-Wildland InterfaceCode on file in the office of the [JURISDICTION] are hereby referred to, adopted, andmade a part hereof,
as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed in Section 2 of this
ordinance.

Section 2. The following sections are hereby revised:

Section 101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]

Section 3. That Ordinance No. ______ of [JURISDICTION] entitled [FILL IN HERE THE COMPLETE TITLE OF THEORDINANCEOR
ORDINANCES INEFFECTATTHEPRESENTTIMESOTHATTHEYWILLBEREPEALEDBYDEFINITEMENTION] and all other ordinances
or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section4. That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to beunconstitutional,
such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The [GOVERNINGBODY] hereby declares that
it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that any one or
more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared unconstitutional.

Section 5. That nothing in this ordinance or in theUrban-Wildland Interface Code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any
suit or proceeding impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or
existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed as cited in Section 2 of this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or remedy
of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.

Section 6. That the [JURISDICTION�S KEEPER OF RECORDS] is hereby ordered and directed to cause this ordinance to be
published. (An additional provisionmaybe required to direct the number of times the ordinance is to be published and to specify that
it is to be in a newspaper in general circulation. Posting may also be required.)
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Section 7. That this ordinance and the rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted
hereby shall take effect and be in full force and effect [TIME PERIOD] from and after the date of its final passage and adoption.

Section 8. Specific boundaries of natural orman-made features of urban-wildland interface areas shall be as shownon thewildland
area interface map. The legal description of such areas is as described as follows: [INSERT LEGAL DESCRIPTION]
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2003 INTERNATIONAL URBAN-WILDLAND INTERFACE CODEt 1

CHAPTER 1

ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 101
GENERAL

101.1 Title. These regulations shall be known as the Urban-
Wildland Interface Code of [NAMEOF JURISDICTION], hereinaf-
ter referred to as �this code.�

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the
construction, alteration, movement, repair, maintenance and
use of any building, structure or premises within the urban-
wildland interface areas in this jurisdiction.

Buildings or conditions in existence at the time of the adop-
tionof this codeare allowed tohave their useor occupancycon-
tinued, if such condition, use or occupancywas legal at the time
of the adoption of this code, provided such continued use does
not constitute a distinct danger to life or property.

Buildings or structures moved into or within the jurisdiction
shall complywith the provisions of this code for new buildings
or structures.

101.3 Objective. The objective of this code is to establish
minimum regulations consistent with nationally recognized
good practice for the safeguarding of life and property.Regula-
tions in this code are intended to mitigate the risk to life and
structures from intrusion of fire from wildland fire exposures
and fire exposures from adjacent structures and to mitigate
structure fires from spreading to wildland fuels. The extent of
this regulation is intended to be tiered commensurate with the
relative level of hazard present.

The unrestricted use of property in urban-wildland interface
areas is a potential threat to life and property from fire and re-
sulting erosion. Safeguards to prevent the occurrence of fires
and to provide adequate fire-protection facilities to control the
spread of fire in urban-wildland interface areas shall be in ac-
cordance with this code.

This code shall supplement the jurisdiction�s building and
fire codes, if such codes have been adopted, to provide for spe-
cial regulations to mitigate the fire- and life-safety hazards of
the urban-wildland interface areas.

101.4 Retroactivity. The provisions of the code shall apply
to conditions arising after the adoption thereof, conditions not
legally in existence at the adoption of this code, to conditions
which, in the opinion of the code official, constitute a distinct
hazard to life or property.

Exception: Provisions of this code that specifically apply to
existing conditions are retroactive. See Sections 402.3,
601.1 and Appendix A.

101.5 Additionsoralterations. Additionsor alterationsmay
be made to any building or structure without requiring the ex-
isting building or structure to comply with all of the require-

mentsof this code, provided the additionor alteration conforms
to that required for a new building or structure.

Exception: Provisions of this code that specifically apply to
existing conditions are retroactive. See Sections 402.3,
601.1 and Appendix A.

Additions or alterations shall not be made to an existing
building or structure that will cause the existing building or
structure to be in violation of any of the provisions of this code
nor shall such additions or alterations cause the existing build-
ing or structure to become unsafe. An unsafe condition shall be
deemed to have been created if an addition or alteration will
cause the existing building or structure to become structurally
unsafe or overloaded;will not provide adequate access in com-
pliancewith the provisions of this code orwill obstruct existing
exits or access; will create a fire hazard; will reduce required
fire resistance or will otherwise create conditions dangerous to
human life.

101.6 Maintenance. Allbuildings, structures, landscapema-
terials, vegetation, defensible space or other devices or safe-
guards required by this code shall be maintained in conform-
ance to the codeeditionunderwhich installed. Theowner or the
owner�s designated agent shall be responsible for the mainte-
nance of buildings, structures, landscapematerials and vegeta-
tion.

SECTION 102
AUTHORITY OF THE CODE OFFICIAL

102.1 Powers and duties of the code official. The code offi-
cial is hereby authorized to administer and enforce this code, or
designated sections thereof, and all ordinances of the jurisdic-
tion pertaining to designated urban-wildland interface areas.
For such purposes, the code official shall have the powers of a
law enforcement officer.

102.2 Interpretations, rules and regulations. The code of-
ficial shall have the power to render interpretations of this code
and to adopt and enforce rules and supplemental regulations to
clarify the application of its provisions. Such interpretations,
rules and regulations shall be in conformance to the intent and
purpose of this code.

A copy of such rules and regulations shall be filed with the
clerk of the jurisdiction and shall be in effect immediately
thereafter. Additional copies shall be available for distribution
to the public.

102.3 Liability of the code official. The code official
charged with the enforcement of this code, acting in good faith
and without malice in the discharge of the duties required by
this code or other pertinent law or ordinance, shall not thereby
be rendered personally liable for damages that may accrue to
persons or property as a result of an act or by reason of an act or
omission in the discharge of such duties. A suit brought against
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the code official or employee because of such act or omission
performed by the code official or employee in the enforcement
of any provision of such codes or other pertinent laws or ordi-
nances implemented through the enforcement of this code or
enforced by the code enforcement agency shall be defended by
this jurisdiction until final termination of such proceedings,
and any judgment resulting therefrom shall be assumed by this
jurisdiction. The code enforcement agency or its parent juris-
diction shall not be held as assuming any liability by reason of
the inspectionsauthorizedby this codeor anypermits or certifi-
cates issued under this code.

102.4 Other agencies. When requested to do so by the code
official, other officials of this jurisdiction shall assist and coop-
erate with the code official in the discharge of the duties re-
quired by this code.

SECTION 103
COMPLIANCE ALTERNATIVES

103.1 Practical difficulties. When there are practical diffi-
culties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the
code official is authorized to grantmodifications for individual
cases on application in writing by the owner or a duly autho-
rized representative. The code official shall first find that a spe-
cial individual reason makes enforcement of the strict letter of
this code impractical, themodification is in conformance to the
intent and purpose of this code, and the modification does not
lessen any fire protection requirements or any degree of struc-
tural integrity. The details of any action grantingmodifications
shall be recorded and entered into the files of the code enforce-
ment agency.

If the code official determines that difficult terrain, danger
of erosion or other unusual circumstances make strict com-
pliancewith the vegetation control provisions of the codedetri-
mental to safety or impractical, enforcement thereof may be
suspended, provided that reasonable alternative measures are
taken.

103.2 Technical assistance. To determine the acceptability
of technologies, processes, products, facilities, materials and
uses attending the design, operation or use of a building or
premises subject to the inspection of the code official, the code
official is authorized to require the owner or the person in pos-
session or control of the building or premises to provide, with-
out charge to the jurisdiction, a technical opinion and report.
The opinion and report shall be prepared by a qualified engi-
neer, specialist, laboratory or fire safety specialty organization
acceptable to the code official and the owner and shall analyze
the fire safety of the design, operation or use of the building or
premises, the facilities and appurtenances situated thereon and
fuel management for purposes of establishing fire hazard se-
verity to recommend necessary changes.

103.3 Alternative materials or methods. The code official,
in concurrencewith approval from the buildingofficial and fire
chief, is authorized to approve alternative materials or meth-
ods, provided that the code official finds that the proposed de-
sign, use or operation satisfactorily complies with the intent of
this code and that the alternative is, for the purpose intended, at

least equivalent to the level of quality, strength, effectiveness,
fire resistance, durability and safety prescribed by this code.
Approvals under the authority herein contained shall be subject
to the approval of the building official whenever the alternate
material or method involves matters regulated by the Interna-
tional Building Code.

The code official shall require that sufficient evidence or
proof be submitted to substantiate any claims thatmay bemade
regarding its use. The details of any action granting approval of
an alternate shall be recorded andentered in the filesof the code
enforcement agency.

SECTION 104
APPEALS

104.1 General. To determine the suitability of alternative
materials andmethodsand toprovide for reasonable interpreta-
tions of the provisions of this code, there shall be and hereby is
created a board of appeals consisting of five members who are
qualified by experience and training to pass judgment on perti-
nent matters. The code official, building official and fire chief
shall be ex officio members, and the code official shall act as
secretary of the board. The board of appeals shall be appointed
by the legislative body and shall hold office at their discretion.
The board shall adopt reasonable rules and regulations for con-
ducting its investigations and shall render decisions and find-
ings in writing to the code official, with a duplicate copy to the
applicant.

104.2 Limitations of authority. The board of appeals shall
not have authority relative to interpretation of the administra-
tive provisions of this code and shall not have authority to
waive requirements of this code.

SECTION 105
PERMITS

105.1 General. When not otherwise provided in the require-
ments of the building or fire code, permits are required in ac-
cordance with Section 105.

105.2 Permits required. Unless otherwise exempted, no
building or structure regulated by this code shall be erected,
constructed, altered, repaired, moved, removed, converted or
demolished unless a separate permit for each building or struc-
ture has first been obtained from the code official.

For buildings or structures erected for temporary uses, see
Appendix A, Section A108.3, of this code.

When required by the code official, a permit shall be ob-
tained for the following activities, operations, practices or
functions within an urban-wildland interface area:
1. Automobile wrecking yard.
2. Candles and open flames in assembly areas.
3. Explosives or blasting agents.
4. Fireworks.
5. Flammable or combustible liquids.
6. Hazardous materials.
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7. Liquefied petroleum gases.
8. Lumberyards.
9. Motor vehicle fuel-dispensing stations.
10. Open burning.
11. Pyrotechnical special effects material.
12. Tents, canopies and temporary membrane structures.
13. Tire storage.
14. Welding and cutting operations.

105.3 Work exempt from permit. Unless otherwise pro-
vided in the requirements of the building or fire code, a permit
shall not be required for the following:

1. One-story detached accessory buildings used as tool and
storage sheds, playhouses and similar uses, provided the
floor areadoesnot exceed120 square feet (11.15m2)and
the structure is located more than 50 feet (15 240 mm)
from the nearest adjacent structure.

2. Fences not over 6 feet (1829 mm) high.

Exemption from the permit requirements of this code shall
not be deemed to grant authorization for anywork to be done in
any manner in violation of the provisions of this code or any
other laws or ordinances of this jurisdiction.

The code official is authorized to stipulate conditions for
permits. Permits shall not be issued when public safety would
be at risk, as determined by the code official.

105.4 Permit application. To obtain a permit, the applicant
shall first file an application therefor in writing on a form fur-
nished by the code enforcement agency for that purpose. Every
such application shall:

1. Identify and describe the work, activity, operation, prac-
tice or function to be covered by the permit forwhich ap-
plication is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work, activity,
operation, practice or function is to be done by legal de-
scription, street address or similar description that will
readily identify and definitely locate the proposed build-
ing, work, activity, operation, practice or function.

3. Indicate the use or occupancy for which the proposed
work, activity, operation, practice or function is in-
tended.

4. Be accompanied by plans, diagrams, computation and
specifications and other data as required in Section 106
of this code.

5. State the valuation of any new building or structure or
any addition, remodeling or alteration to an existing
building.

6. Be signed by the applicant or the applicant�s authorized
agent.

7. Give such other data and information asmay be required
by the code official.

105.5 Permit approval. Before a permit is issued, the code
official, or an authorized representative, shall review and ap-
proveall permitteduses, occupanciesor structures.Where laws
or regulations are enforceable by other agencies or depart-
ments, a joint approval shall be obtained from all agencies or
departments concerned.

105.6 Permit issuance. The application, plans, specifica-
tions and other data filed by an applicant for a permit shall be
reviewed by the code official. If the code official finds that the
work described in an application for a permit and the plan,
specifications and other data filed therewith conform to the re-
quirements of this code, the code official is allowed to issue a
permit to the applicant.

When the code official issues the permit, the code official
shall endorse in writing or stamp the plans and specifications
APPROVED.Such approved plans and specifications shall not
be changed,modified or alteredwithout authorization from the
code official, and all work regulated by this code shall be done
in accordance with the approved plans.

105.7 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a per-
mit or approval of plans, specifications and computations shall
not be construed to be a permit for, or an approval of, any viola-
tion of any of the provisions of this code or of any other ordi-
nance of the jurisdiction. Permits presuming to give authority
to violate or conceal the provisions of this code or other ordi-
nances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid.

105.8 Expiration. Every permit issued by the code official
under the provisions of this code shall expire by limitation and
become null and void if the building, use orwork authorized by
such permit is not commencedwithin 180 days from the date of
such permit, or if the building, use or work authorized by such
permit is suspended or abandoned at any time after the work is
commenced for a period of 180 days.

Anypermittee holding an unexpiredpermitmayapply for an
extension of the timewithinwhichworkmay commence under
that permit when the permittee is unable to commence work
within the time required by this section for good and satisfacto-
ry reasons. The code official may extend the time for action by
the permittee for a period not exceeding 180 days onwritten re-
quest by the permittee showing that circumstances beyond the
control of the permittee have prevented action from being tak-
en. No permit shall be extended more than once.

105.9 Retention of permits. Permits shall at all times be kept
on the premises designated therein and shall at all times be sub-
ject to inspection by the code official or other authorized repre-
sentative.

105.10 Revocation of permits. Permits issued under this
codemaybe suspended or revokedwhen it is determined by the
code official that:
1. It is used by a person other than the person to whom the

permit was issued.
2. It is used for a location other than that for which the per-

mit was issued.
3. Any of the conditions or limitations set forth in the per-

mit have been violated.
4. The permittee fails, refuses or neglects to comply with

any order or notice duly served on him under the provi-
sions of this code within the time provided therein.

5. There has been any false statement or misrepresentation
as tomaterial fact in the applicationor plansonwhich the
permit or application was made.

6. When the permit is issued in error or in violation of any
other ordinance, regulations or provisions of this code.

This is a preview of "ICC IUWIC-2003". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/ICC/ICCIUWIC2003?source=preview


ADMINISTRATION

4 2003 INTERNATIONAL URBAN-WILDLAND INTERFACE CODEt

The code official is allowed to, in writing, suspend or revoke
a permit issued under the provisions of this code whenever the
permit is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect information
supplied, or in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any
of the provisions of this code.

SECTION 106
PLANS AND SPECIFICATIONS

106.1 General. Plans, engineering calculations, diagrams
and other data shall be submitted in at least two sets with each
application for a permit. When such plans are not prepared by
an architect or engineer, the codeofficialmay require the appli-
cant submitting such plans or other data to demonstrate that
state law does not require that the plans be prepared by a li-
censed architect or engineer. The code official may require
plans, computations and specifications to be prepared and de-
signed by an architect or engineer licensed by the state to prac-
tice as such even if not required by state law.

Exception: Submission of plans, calculations, construction
inspection requirements and other data, if it is found that the
nature of thework applied for is such that reviewing of plans
is not necessary to obtain compliance with this code.

106.2 Information on plans and specifications. Plans and
specifications shall be drawn to scale upon substantial paper or
cloth and shall be of sufficient clarity to indicate the location,
nature and extent of the work proposed, and show in detail that
it will conform to the provisions of this code and all relevant
laws, ordinances, rules and regulations.

106.3 Site plan. In addition to the requirements for plans in
the International BuildingCode, site plans shall include topog-
raphy, width and percent of grade of access roads, landscape
and vegetation details, locations of structures or building enve-
lopes, existing or proposed overhead utilities, occupancy clas-
sification of buildings, types of ignition-resistant construction
of buildings, structures and their appendages, roof classifica-
tion of buildings, and site water supply systems.

106.4 Vegetation management plans. When utilized by the
permit applicant pursuant to Section 502, vegetation manage-
ment plans shall be prepared and shall be submitted to the code
official for review and approval as part of the plans required for
a permit. See Appendix B.

106.5 Fire protection plan. When required by the code offi-
cial pursuant to Section 405, a fire protection plan shall be pre-
pared and shall be submitted to the code official for review and
approved as a part of the plans required for a permit.

106.6 Other data and substantiation. When required by the
code official, the plans and specifications shall include classifi-
cation of fuel loading, fuel model light, medium or heavy, and
substantiating data to verify classification of fire-resistive veg-
etation.

106.7 Vicinity plan. In addition to the requirements for site
plans, plans shall include details regarding the vicinity within
300 feet (91 440 mm) of property lines, including other struc-
tures, slope, vegetation, fuel breaks, water supply systems and
access roads.

106.8 Retentionof plans. One set of approved plans, specifi-
cations and computations shall be retained by the code official
for a period of not less than 90 days from date of completion of
the work covered therein; and one set of approved plans and
specifications shall be returned to the applicant, and said set
shall be kept on the site of the building, use or work at all times
during which the work authorized thereby is in progress.

SECTION 107
INSPECTION AND ENFORCEMENT

107.1 Inspection.
107.1.1 General. All construction orwork forwhich aper-
mit is required by this code shall be subject to inspection by
the code official and all such construction or work shall re-
main accessible and exposed for inspection purposes until
approved by the code official.
It shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the

work to remain accessible and exposed for inspection pur-
poses. Neither the code official nor the jurisdiction shall be
liable for expense entailed in the removal or replacement of
any material required to allow inspection.
Approval as a result of an inspection shall not be construed

to be an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code
or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspections pre-
suming to give authority to violate or cancel the provisions
of this codeor of other ordinancesof the jurisdiction shall not
be valid.
A survey of the lot may be required by the code official to

verify that themitigation features are provided and thebuild-
ing or structure is located in accordance with the approved
plans.
107.1.2 Authority to inspect. The code official shall in-
spect, as often as necessary, buildings and premises, includ-
ing such other hazards or appliances designated by the code
official for the purpose of ascertaining and causing to be cor-
rected any conditions that could reasonably be expected to
cause fire or contribute to its spread, or any violation of the
purpose of this code and of any other law or standard affect-
ing fire safety.
107.1.3 Reinspections. To determine compliance with
this code, the code official may cause a structure to be rein-
spected. A fee may be assessed for each inspection or rein-
spection when such portion of work for which inspection is
called is not complete or when corrections called for are not
made.
Reinspection fees may be assessed when the approved

plans are not readily available to the inspector, for failure to
provide access on the date for which inspection is requested
or for deviating fromplans requiring the approval of thecode
official.
To obtain a reinspection, the applicant shall pay the rein-

spection fee as set forth in the fee schedule adopted by the
jurisdiction. When reinspection fees have been assessed, no
additional inspection of theworkwill be performed until the
required fees have been paid.

107.2 Enforcement.
107.2.1 Authorization to issue corrective orders and no-
tices.When the code official finds any building or premises
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that are in violation of this code, the code official is autho-
rized to issue corrective orders and notices.

107.2.2 Service of orders andnotices. Orders and notices
authorized or required by this code shall be given or served
on the owner, operator, occupant or other person responsible
for the condition or violation either by verbal notification,
personal service, or delivering the same to, and leaving it
with, a person of suitable age and discretion on the premises;
or, if no such person is found on the premises, by affixing a
copy thereof in a conspicuous place on the door to the en-
trance of said premises and bymailing a copy thereof to such
person by registered or certified mail to the person�s last
known address.
Orders or notices that are given verbally shall be con-

firmed by service in writing as herein provided.

107.3 Right of entry. Whenever necessary to make an in-
spection to enforce any of the provisions of this code, or when-
ever the code official has reasonable cause to believe that there
exists in any building or on any premises any condition that
makes such building or premises unsafe, the code official is au-
thorized to enter such building or premises at all reasonable
times to inspect the same or to perform any duty authorized by
this code, provided that if such building or premises is occu-
pied, the code official shall first present proper credentials and
request entry; and if such building or premises is unoccupied,
the codeofficial shall firstmake a reasonable effort to locate the
owner or other persons having charge or control of the building
or premises and request entry.

If such entry is refused, the code official shall have recourse
to every remedy provided by law to secure entry. Owners, oc-
cupants or any other persons having charge, care or control of
any building or premises, shall, after proper request is made as
herein provided, promptly permit entry therein by the code of-
ficial for the purpose of inspection andexamination pursuant to
this code.

107.4 Compliance with orders and notices.

107.4.1 Generalcompliance. Ordersandnotices issuedor
served as provided by this code shall be compliedwith by the
owner, operator, occupantor other person responsible for the
condition or violation to which the corrective order or notice
pertains.
If thebuildingor premises is not occupied, such corrective

orders or notices shall be complied with by the owner.

107.4.2 Compliance with tags. A building or premises
shall not be used when in violation of this code as noted on a
tag affixed in accordance with Section 107.4.1.

107.4.3 Removal and destruction of signs and tags. A
sign or tag posted or affixed by the code official shall not be
mutilated, destroyed or removed without authorization by
the code official.

107.4.4 Citations. Persons operating or maintaining an
occupancy, premises or vehicle subject to this code who al-
low a hazard to exist or fail to take immediate action to abate

a hazard on such occupancy, premises or vehicle when or-
dered or notified to do so by the code official shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor.

107.4.5 Unsafe conditions. Buildings, structures or prem-
ises that constitute a fire hazard or are otherwise dangerous
to human life, orwhich in relation to existing use constitute a
hazard to safety or health or public welfare, by reason of in-
adequate maintenance, dilapidation, obsolescence, fire haz-
ard, disaster damage or abandonment as specified in this
code or any other ordinance, are unsafe conditions. Unsafe
buildings or structures shall not be used. Unsafe buildings
are hereby declared to be public nuisances and shall be
abated by repair, rehabilitation, demolition or removal, pur-
suant to applicable state and local laws and codes.

SECTION 108
CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION

No building, structure or premises shall be used or occupied,
and no change in the existing occupancy classification of a
building, structure, premise or portion thereof shall be made
until the code official has issued a certificate of completion
therefor as provided herein. The certificate of occupancy shall
not be issued until the certificate of completion indicating that
the project is in compliance with this code has been issued by
the code official.

Issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall not be construed
as an approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of
other pertinent laws and ordinances of the jurisdiction. Certifi-
cates presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provi-
sions of this code or other laws or ordinances of the jurisdiction
shall not be valid.
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CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have
the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words stated in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the masculine gender in-
clude the feminine and neuter, and the singular number in-
cludes the plural and the plural the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code and are defined in other international
codes, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them as
in those codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have their ordinarily accepted meanings such as the con-
text implies.

SECTION 202
DEFINITIONS

ACCESSORYSTRUCTURE.Abuilding or structure used to
shelter or support anymaterial, equipment, chattel or occupan-
cy other than a habitable building.

APPROVED.Approval by the code official as the result of re-
view, investigation or tests conducted by the code official or by
reason of accepted principles or tests by national authorities, or
technical or scientific organizations.

BUILDING.Any structure used or intended for supporting or
sheltering any use or occupancy.

BUILDING OFFICIAL. The officer or other designated au-
thority chargedwith the administration and enforcement of the
International Building Code, or the building official�s duly au-
thorized representative.

CERTIFICATE OF COMPLETION. Written documenta-
tion that the project or work for which a permit was issued has
been completed in conformance with requirements of this
code.

CODEOFFICIAL.Theofficial designatedby the jurisdiction
to interpret and enforce this code, or the code official�s autho-
rized representative.

CRITICAL FIRE WEATHER. A set of weather conditions
(usually a combination of low relative humidity and wind)
whose effects on fire behavior make control difficult and
threaten fire fighter safety.

DEFENSIBLE SPACE. An area either natural or man-made,
where material capable of allowing a fire to spread unchecked

has been treated, cleared ormodified to slow the rate and inten-
sity of an advancing wildfire and to create an area for fire sup-
pression operations to occur.
DRIVEWAY.A vehicular ingress and egress route that serves
no more than two buildings or structures, not including acces-
sory structures, or more than five dwelling units.
FIRE AREA. The floor area, in square feet (square meters),
used to determine the adequate water supply.
FIRE CHIEF. The chief officer or the chief officer�s autho-
rized representative of the fire department serving the jurisdic-
tion.
FIRE PROTECTION PLAN. A document prepared for a
specific project or development proposed for the urban-
wildland interface area. It describesways tominimize andmiti-
gate the fire problems created by the project or development,
with the purpose of reducing impact on the community�s fire
protection delivery system.
FIREWEATHER.Weather conditions favorable to the igni-
tion and rapid spread of fire. In wildfires, this generally in-
cludes high temperatures combinedwith strongwinds and low
humidity. See �critical fire weather.�
FIRE-RESISTANCE-RATEDCONSTRUCTION.The use
of materials and systems in the design and construction of a
building or structure to safeguard against the spread of fire
within a building or structure and the spread of fire to or from
buildings or structures to the urban-wildland interface area.
FLAME SPREAD RATING. As used herein refers to rating
obtained according to tests conducted as specified by a nation-
ally recognized standard.
FUELBREAK.An area, strategically located for fighting an-
ticipated fires, where the native vegetation has been perma-
nently modified or replaced so that fires burning into it can be
more easily controlled. Fuel breaks divide fire-prone areas into
smaller areas for easier fire control and to provide access for
fire fighting.
FUEL, HEAVY. Vegetation consisting of round wood 3 to
8 inches (76 to 203 mm) in diameter. See fuel models G, I, J, K
and U described in Appendix D.
FUEL, LIGHT. Vegetation consisting of herbaceous plants
and round wood less than 1/4 inch (6.4 mm) in diameter. See
fuel models A, C, E, L, N, P, R and S described in Appendix D.
FUEL, MEDIUM. Vegetation consisting of round wood
1/4 to 3 inches (6.4 mm to 76mm) in diameter. See fuel models
B, D, F, H, O, Q and T described in Appendix D.
FUEL MODIFICATION. A method of modifying fuel load
by reducing the amount of nonfire-resistive vegetation or alter-
ing the type of vegetation to reduce the fuel load.
FUELMOSAIC.Afuelmodification system that provides for
the creation of islands and irregular boundaries to reduce the
visual and ecological impact of fuel modification.
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