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PREFACE

Introduction

Internationally, code officials recognize the need for a modern, up-to-date code addressing repair, alteration, addition or change
of occupancy in existing buildings. The International Existing Building Code®, in this 2003 edition, is designed to meet this
need through model code regulations that safeguard the public health and safety in all communities, large and small.

This comprehensive existing building code establishes minimum regulations for existing buildings using prescriptive and per-
formance-related provisions. It is founded on broad-based principles intended to encourage the use and reuse of existing build-
ings while requiring reasonable upgrades and improvements. This 2003 edition is fully compatible with all the International
Codes (I-Codes) ™ published by the International Code Council (ICC)®, including the International Building Code®, ICC Elec-
trical Code™, International Energy Conservation Code®, International Fire Code®, International Fuel Gas Code®, Interna-
tional Mechanical Code®, ICC Performance Code for Buildings and Facilities™, International Plumbing Code®, International
Private Sewage Disposal Code®, International Property Maintenance Code®, International Residential Code®, International
Urban-Wildland Interface Code™ and International Zoning Code®.

The International Existing Building Code provisions provide many benefits, including the model code development process,
which offers an international forum for building professionals to discuss performance and prescriptive code requirements. This
forum provides an excellent arena to debate proposed revisions. This model code also encourages international consistency in
the application of provisions.

Development

This is the first edition of the International Existing Building Code and is the culmination of an effort initiated in 2000 by a
development committee appointed by the ICC and consisting of representatives of the three statutory members of the Interna-
tional Code Council: Building Officials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International Conference of
Building Officials (ICBO), and Southern Building Code Congress International (SBCCI). The intent was to draft a comprehen-
sive set of regulations for existing buildings consistent with and inclusive of the scope of the existing model codes. Technical
content of the latest model codes promulgated by BOCA, ICBO, and SBCCI as well as other rehabilitation codes was utilized
as the basis for this code’s development, followed by a public forum in 2001 and the publication of the 2001 Final Draft. This
2003 edition is based on the Final Draft with changes approved in the 2002 ICC code development process. A new edition such
as this is promulgated every three years.

With the development and publication of the family of International Codes in 2000, the continued development and mainte-
nance of the model codes individually promulgated by BOCA (“BOCA National Codes”), ICBO (“Uniform Codes”), and
SBCCI (“Standard Codes) was discontinued. The 2003 International Codes, as well as their predecessors, the 2000 Interna-
tional Codes, are intended to succeed those codes previously developed by BOCA, ICBO, and SBCCI.

The development of a single family of comprehensive and coordinated International Codes was a significant milestone in the
development of regulations for the built environment. The timing of this publication reflects a milestone in the change in struc-
ture of the model codes, namely, the pending consolidation of BOCA, ICBO, and SBCCI into the ICC. The activities and ser-
vices previously provided by the individual model code organizations will be the responsibility of the consolidated ICC.

This code is founded on principles intended to encourage the use and reuse of existing buildings that adequately protect pub-
lic health, safety, and welfare; provisions that do not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not restrict
the use of new materials, products, or methods of construction; and provisions that do not give preferential treatment to particu-
lar types or classes of materials, products, or methods of construction.

Adoption

The International Existing Building Code is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions internationally. Its use within a gov-
ernmental jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished through adoption by reference in accordance with proceedings establish-
ing the jurisdiction’s laws. At the time of adoption, jurisdictions should insert the appropriate information in provisions
requiring specific local information, such as the name of the adopting jurisdiction. These locations are shown in bracketed
words in small capital letters in the code and in the sample ordinance. The sample adoption ordinance on page v addresses sev-
eral key elements of a code adoption ordinance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.

Maintenance

The International Existing Building Code is kept up to date through the review of proposed changes submitted by code enforce-
ment officials, industry representatives, design professionals, and other interested parties. Proposed changes are carefully con-
sidered through an open code development process in which all interested and affected parties may participate.
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The contents of this work are subject to change both through the code development cycles and the governmental body that
enacts the code into law. For more information regarding the code development process, contact the Code and Standard Devel-
opment Department of the International Code Council.

While the development procedure of the Infernational Existing Building Code assures the highest degree of care, ICC and the
founding members of ICC—BOCA, ICBO, SBCCI, their members, and those participating in the development of this code do
not accept any liability resulting from compliance or noncompliance with these provisions, because ICC and its founding mem-
bers do not have the power or authority to police or enforce compliance with the contents of this code. Only the governmental
body that enacts the code into law has such authority.

Letter Designations in Front of Section Numbers

In each code development cycle, proposed changes to this code are considered at the Code Development Hearing by the Inter-
national Existing Building Code Development Committee, whose action constitutes a recommendation to the voting member-
ship for final action on the proposed change. Proposed changes to a code section whose number begins with a letter in brackets
are considered by a different code development committee. For instance, proposed changes to code sections that are preceded
by the letter [F] (e.g., [F] 1306.2), are considered by the International Fire Code Development Committee at the Code Develop-
ment Hearing. Where this designation is applicable to the entire content of a main section of the code, the designation appears at
the main section number and title and is not repeated at every subsection in that section.

The content of sections in this code that begin with a letter designation is maintained by another code development committee
in accordance with the following: [B] = International Building Code Development Committee; [F] = International Fire Code
Development Committee; [P] = International Plumbing Code Development Committee; and [FG] = International Fuel Gas
Code Development Committee.

Marginal markings

Double vertical lines in the margin denote amendments and additions promulgated by the State of Michigan Department of
Consumer and Industry Services, modifying the 2003 International Existing Building Code. An asterisk in the margin identifies
sections of the 2003 International Existing Building Code not adopted by the State of Michigan.
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ORDINANCE

The International Codes are designed and promulgated to be adopted by reference by ordinance. Jurisdictions wishing to
adopt the 2003 International Existing Building Code as an enforceable regulation governing the use and reuse of existing build-
ings should ensure that certain factual information is included in the adopting ordinance at the time adoption is being consid-
ered by the appropriate governmental body. The following sample adoption ordinance addresses several key elements of a code
adoption ordinance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.

SAMPLE ORDINANCE FOR ADOPTION OF
THE INTERNATIONAL EXISTING BUILDING CODE

ORDINANCE NO.

An ordinance of the [JURISDICTION] adopting the 2003 edition of the International Existing Building Code, regulating and gov-
erning the repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition, and relocation of existing buildings, including historic buildings, in
the [JURISDICTION]; providing for the issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; repealing Ordinance No. of
the [JURISDICTION] and all other ordinances and parts of the ordinances in conflict therewith.

The [GOVERNING BODY] of the [JURISDICTION] does ordain as follows:

Section 1.That a certain document, three (3) copies of which are on file in the office of the [TITLE OF JURISDICTION’S KEEPER
OF RECORDS]| of [NAME OF JURISDICTION], being marked and designated as the International Existing Building Code, 2003
edition, including Appendix Chapters [FILL IN THE APPENDIX CHAPTERS BEING ADOPTED] (see International Existing Building
Code Section 101.7, 2003 edition), as published by the International Code Council, be and is hereby adopted as the Existing
Building Code of the [JURISDICTION], in the State of [STATE NAME] for regulating and governing the repair, alteration, change
of occupancy, addition, and relocation of existing buildings, including historic buildings, as herein provided; providing for the
issuance of permits and collection of fees therefor; and each and all of the regulations, provisions, penalties, conditions and
terms of said Existing Building Code on file in the office of the [JURISDICTION] are hereby referred to, adopted, and made a part
hereof, as if fully set out in this ordinance, with the additions, insertions, deletions and changes, if any, prescribed in Section 2
of this ordinance.

Section 2.The following sections are hereby revised:
Section 101.1. Insert: [NAME OF JURISDICTION]
Section 1201.2 Insert: [DATE IN ONE LOCATION]

Section 3.That Ordinance No. of [JURISDICTION] entitled [FILL IN HERE THE COMPLETE TITLE OF THE ORDINANCE OR
ORDINANCES IN EFFECT AT THE PRESENT TIME SO THAT THEY WILL BE REPEALED BY DEFINITE MENTION] and all other ordi-
nances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.

Section 4.That if any section, subsection, sentence, clause or phrase of this ordinance is, for any reason, held to be unconstitu-
tional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance. The [GOVERNING BODY]| hereby
declares that it would have passed this ordinance, and each section, subsection, clause or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact
that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses and phrases be declared unconstitutional.

Section 5.That nothing in this ordinance or in the Existing Building Code hereby adopted shall be construed to affect any suit or
proceeding impending in any court, or any rights acquired, or liability incurred, or any cause or causes of action acquired or
existing, under any act or ordinance hereby repealed as cited in Section 2 of this ordinance; nor shall any just or legal right or
remedy of any character be lost, impaired or affected by this ordinance.

Section 6.That the [JURISDICTION’S KEEPER OF RECORDS] is hereby ordered and directed to cause this ordinance to be pub-
lished. (An additional provision may be required to direct the number of times the ordinance is to be published and to specify
that it is to be in a newspaper in general circulation. Posting may also be required.)

Section 7.That this ordinance and the rules, regulations, provisions, requirements, orders and matters established and adopted
hereby shall take effect and be in full force and effect [TIME PERIOD] from and after the date of its final passage and adoption.
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CHAPTER 1
ADMINISTRATION

SECTION 101
GENERAL

101.1 Title.. These regulations shall be known as the
Michigan Rehabilitation Code for Existing Buildings, here-
inafter referred to as “this code.”

R 408.30553

101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the
repair, alteration, change of occupancy, addition, and reloca-
tion of existing buildings. A building or portion of a build-
ing which has not been previously occupied or used for its
intended purpose shall comply with the provisions of the
Michigan building code for new construction. Repairs,
alterations, change of occupancy, existing buildings to which
additions are made, historic buildings, and relocated build-
ings complying with the provisions of the Michigan building
code, the Michigan electrical code, the Michigan residential
code, the Michigan mechanical code, and the Michigan
plumbing code shall be considered to be in compliance with
this code.

R 408.30554

101.3 Intent. The purpose of this code is to establish the
minimum requirements to safeguard the public health,
safety, and welfare insofar as they are affected by the repair,
alteration, change of occupancy, addition, and relocation of
existing buildings.

101.4 Existing buildings. The legal occupancy of any
building existing on the date of adoption of this code shall be
permitted to continue without change, except as is specifi-
cally covered in this code, the International Fire Code, or
the International Property Maintenance Code, or as is
deemed necessary by the code official for the general safety
and welfare of the occupants and the public.

101.5 Maintenance. Buildings and parts thereof shall be
maintained in a safe and sanitary condition. The provisions
of the International Property Maintenance Code shall apply
to the maintenance of existing buildings and premises;
equipment and facilities; light, ventilation, space heating,
sanitation, life and fire safety hazards; responsibilities of
owners, operators, and occupants; and occupancy of existing
premises and buildings. All existing devices or safeguards
shall be maintained in all existing buildings. The owner or
the owner’s designated agent shall be responsible for the
maintenance of the building. To determine compliance with
this subsection, the code official shall have the authority to
require a building to be reinspected. Except where specifi-
cally permitted by this code, the code shall not provide the
basis for removal or abrogation of fire protection and safety
systems and devices in existing buildings.

101.5.1 Work on individual components or por-
tions. Where the code official determines that a component
or a portion of a building or structure is in need of repair,
strengthening or replacement by provisions of this code,
only that specific component or portion shall be required to
be repaired, strengthened, or replaced unless specifically
required by other provisions of this code.
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101.5.2 Design values for existing materials and con-
struction. The incorporation of existing materials, con-
struction, and detailing into the structural system shall be
permitted when approved by the code official. Minimum
quality levels and maximum strength values shall comply
with this code.

101.6 Safeguards during construction. All construction
work covered in this code, including any related demolition,
shall comply with the requirements of Chapter 13.

101.7 Appendices. The code official is authorized to
require rehabilitation and retrofit of buildings, structures, or
individual structural members in accordance with the appen-
dices of this code if such appendices have been individually
adopted. When any of such appendices is specifically refer-
enced in the text of this code, it becomes a part of this code
without any special adoption by the local jurisdiction.

101.8 Correction of violations of other codes. Repairs
or alterations mandated by any property, housing, or fire
safety maintenance code or mandated by any licensing rule
or ordinance adopted pursuant to law shall conform only to
the requirements of that code, rule, or ordinance and shall
not be required to conform to this code unless the code
requiring such repair or alteration so provides.

SECTION 102
APPLICABILITY

102.1 General. Where in any specific case different sec-
tions of this code specify different materials, methods of
construction, or other requirements, the most restrictive shall
govern. Where there is a conflict between a general require-
ment and a specific requirement, the specific requirement
shall be applicable.

102.2 Other laws. The provisions of this code shall not be
deemed to nullify any provisions of local, state, or federal law.

102.3 Application of references. References to chapter or
section numbers or to provisions not specifically identified
by number shall be construed to refer to such chapter, sec-
tion, or provision of this code.

102.4 Referenced codes and standards. The codes and
standards referenced in this code shall be considered part of
the requirements of this code to the prescribed extent of each
such reference. Where differences occur between provisions
of this code and referenced codes and standards, the provi-
sions of this code shall apply.

102.4.1 Standards and guidelines for structural eval-
uation. The code official shall allow structural evaluation,
condition assessment, and rehabilitation of buildings, struc-
tures, or individual structural members based on this code’s
appendix chapters, referenced standards, guidelines, or other
approved standards and procedures.

102.4.2 Compliance. Compliance with the structural pro-
visions of the Michigan Building Code, 1999 National
Building Code, or 1997 Uniform Building Code shall be

1
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ADMINISTRATION

deemed to exceed or be equivalent to the structural provi-
sions of this code.

R 408.30556

102.5 Partial invalidity. In the event that any part or pro-
vision of this code is held to be illegal or void, this shall not
have the effect of making void or illegal any of the other
parts or provisions.

SECTION 103
DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING SAFETY

103.1 Creation of enforcement agency. The Department
of Building Safety is hereby created, and the official in
charge thereof shall be known as the code official.

103.2 "Building official" means the person who is
appointed and employed by a governmental subdivision
charged with the administration and enforcement of the state
code or codes and who is registered in accordance with the
requirements of 1986 P.A. 54, MCL 338.2301 et seq. Where
used in this code, the term code official means "building
official.”

R 408.30557

103.3 Deputies. In accordance with the prescribed proce-
dures of this jurisdiction and with the concurrence of the
appointing authority, the code official shall have the author-
ity to appoint a deputy code official, the related technical
officers, inspectors, plan examiners, and other employees.
Such employees shall have powers as delegated by the code
official.

SECTION 104
DUTIES AND POWERS OF CODE OFFICIAL

104.1 General. The code official is hereby authorized and
directed to enforce the provisions of this code. The code offi-
cial shall have the authority to render interpretations of this
code and to adopt policies and procedures in order to clarify
the application of its provisions. Such interpretations, poli-
cies, and procedures shall be in compliance with the intent
and purpose of this code. Such policies and procedures shall
not have the effect of waiving requirements specifically pro-
vided for in this code.

104.2 Applications and permits. The code official shall
receive applications, review construction documents, and
issue permits for the repair, alteration, addition, demolition,
change of occupancy, and relocation of buildings; inspect the
premises for which such permits have been issued; and
enforce compliance with the provisions of this code.

104.2.1 Preliminary meeting. When requested by the
owner or owner’s agent, the building official shall meet
with the owner or the owner’s agent to discuss plans for the
proposed work or change of occupancy before the applica-
tion for a construction permit in order to establish
the specific applicability of the provisions of this code. The
building official shall notify the appropriate fire official of
the meeting.

Exception: Repairs and alterations level 1.
R 408.30558

104.2.2 Preliminary review. When a building permit is
required by the code, the owner or owner’s agent may
request a review of preliminary construction documents to
determine compliance with this code.

R 408.30559

104.2.1.1 Building evaluation. The code official is
authorized to require an existing building to be investi-
gated and evaluated by a registered design professional
based on the circumstances agreed upon at the prelimi-
nary meeting to determine the existence of any poten-
tial nonconformance with the provisions of this code.

104.3 Notices and orders. The code official shall issue all
necessary notices or orders to ensure compliance with this code.

104.4 Inspections. The code official shall make all of the
required inspections, or the code official shall have the
authority to accept reports of inspection by approved agen-
cies or individuals. Reports of such inspections shall be in
writing and be certified by a responsible officer of such
approved agency or by the responsible individual. The code
official is authorized to engage such expert opinion as
deemed necessary to report upon unusual technical issues
that arise, subject to the approval of the appointing authority.

104.5 Identification. The code official shall carry proper
identification when inspecting structures or premises in the
performance of duties under this code.

104.6 Right of entry. Where it is necessary to make an
inspection to enforce the provisions of this code, or where
the code official has reasonable cause to believe that there
exists in a structure or upon a premises a condition which is
contrary to or in violation of this code which makes the
structure or premises unsafe, dangerous, or hazardous, the
code official is authorized to enter the structure or premises
at reasonable times to inspect or to perform the duties
imposed by this code, provided that if such structure or pre-
mises be occupied that credentials be presented to the occu-
pant and entry requested. If such structure or premises be
unoccupied, the code official shall first make a reasonable
effort to locate the owner or other person having charge or
control of the structure or premises and request entry. If
entry is refused, the code official shall have recourse to the
remedies provided by law to secure entry.

104.7 Department records. The code official shall keep
official records of applications received, permits and certifi-
cates issued, fees collected, reports of inspections, and
notices and orders issued. Such records shall be retained in
the official records for the period required for retention of
public records.

104.9 Approved materials and equipment. Materials,
equipment, and devices approved by the code official shall
be constructed and installed in accordance with such
approval.

104.9.1 Used materials and equipment. The use of used
materials which meet the requirements of this code for new
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materials is permitted. Used equipment and devices shall not
be reused unless approved by the code official.

104.10 Modifications. Wherever there are practical difficul-
ties involved in carrying out the provisions of this code, the
code official shall have the authority to grant modifications
for individual cases upon application of the owner or
owner’s representative, provided the code official shall first
find that special individual reason makes the strict letter of
this code impractical and the modification is in compliance
with the intent and purpose of this code, and that such modi-
fication does not lessen health, accessibility, life and fire
safety, or structural requirements. The details of action grant-
ing modifications shall be recorded and entered in the files of
the Department of Building Safety.

104.11 Alternative materials, design and methods of con-
struction, and equipment. The provisions of this code are
not intended to prevent the installation of any material or to
prohibit any design or method of construction not specifi-
cally prescribed by this code, provided that any such alterna-
tive has been approved. An alternative material, design, or
method of construction shall be approved where the code
official finds that the proposed design is satisfactory and
complies with the intent of the provisions of this code, and
that the material, method, or work offered is, for the purpose
intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed in this
code in quality, strength, effectiveness, fire resistance, dura-
bility, and safety.

104.11.1 Tests. Whenever there is insufficient evidence of
compliance with the provisions of this code or evidence that
a material or method does not conform to the requirements of
this code, or in order to substantiate claims for alternative
materials or methods, the code official shall have the author-
ity to require tests as evidence of compliance to be made at
no expense to the jurisdiction. Test methods shall be as speci-
fied in this code or by other recognized test standards. In the
absence of recognized and accepted test methods, the code
official shall approve the testing procedures. Tests shall be
performed by an approved agency. Reports of such tests shall
be retained by the code official for the period required for
retention.

SECTION 105
PERMITS

105.1 Required. Any owner or authorized agent who
intends to repair, add to, alter, relocate, demolish, or change
the occupancy of a building or to repair, install, add, alter,
remove, convert, or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical,
or plumbing system, the installation of which is regulated by
this code, or to cause any such work to be done, shall first
make application to the code official and obtain the required
permit.

105.1.1 Annual permit. In place of an individual permit for
each alteration to an already approved electrical, gas,
mechanical, or plumbing installation, the enforcing agency is
authorized to issue an annual permit upon application there-
for to any person, firm, or corporation. The applicant shall be
licensed in accordance with the requirements of 1956 PA
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217, MCL 338.881 et seq., 1984 PA 192, MCL 338.971 et
seq., or 2002 PA 733, MCL 338.3511 et seq.

105.1.2 Annual permit records. The person to whom an
annual permit is issued shall keep a detailed record of alter-
ations made under an annual permit. Access to the records
shall be provided at all times and the records shall be filed
with the enforcing agency.

R 408.30560

105.2 Work exempt from permit. Exemptions from per-
mit requirements of this code shall not be deemed to grant
authorization for any work to be done in any manner in vio-
lation of the provisions of this code or any other laws or ordi-
nances of this jurisdiction. Permits shall not be required for
the following:

(a) Building, as follows:

(1) Sidewalks and driveways not more than 30 inches
(762 mm) above grade and not over any basement
or story below and which are not part of an acces-
sible route.

(i1) Painting, papering, tiling, carpeting, cabinets,
counter tops and similar finish work.

(iii) Temporary motion picture, television and theater
stage sets and scenery.

(iv) Shade cloth structures constructed for nursery or
agricultural purposes and not including service
systems.

(v) Window awnings supported by an exterior wall of
group R-3 or group U occupancies.

(vi) Movable cases, counters and partitions.
(b) Electrical, as follows:

(1) Repairs and maintenance: Minor repair work,
including the replacement of lamps or the connec-
tion of approved portable electrical equipment to
approved permanently installed receptacles.

(i1) Radio and television transmitting stations: The
provisions of this code shall not apply to electrical
equipment used for radio and television transmis-
sions, but does apply to equipment and wiring for
power supply and to the installations of towers and
antennas.

(iii) Temporary testing systems: A permit shall not be
required for the installation of any temporary sys-
tem required for the testing or servicing of electri-
cal equipment or apparatus.

(¢) Gas, as follows:
(i) Portable heating appliance.

(ii)) Replacement of any minor part that does not alter
approval or equipment or make equipment unsafe.

(d) Mechanical, as follows:
(i) Portable heating appliance.
(i) Portable ventilation equipment.

(iii) Portable cooling unit.
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(iv) Steam, hot or chilled water piping within any heat-
ing or cooling equipment regulated by this code.

(v) Replacement of any part which does not alter its
approval or make it unsafe.

(vi) Portable evaporative cooler.

(vii)Self-contained portable refrigeration units not
more than 1.5 horsepower.

(e) Plumbing, as follows:

(1) The stopping of leaks in drains, water, soil, waste
or vent pipe; however, if any concealed trap,
drainpipe, water, soil, waste or vent pipe becomes
defective and it becomes necessary to remove and
replace the trap, drainpipe, or waste or vent pipe
with new material, then the work shall be consid-
ered as new work and a permit shall be obtained
and inspection made as provided in this code.

(i) The clearing of stoppages or the repairing of leaks
in pipes, valves, or fixtures, and the removal and
reinstallation of water closets, if the repairs do not
involve or require the replacement or rearrange-
ment of valves, pipes, or fixtures.

R 408.30561

105.2.1 Emergency repairs. Where equipment replace-
ments and repairs must be performed in an emergency situa-
tion, the permit application shall be submitted within the next
working business day to the code official.

Repairs. Application or notice to the code official is not
required for ordinary repairs to structures and items listed in
Section 105.2. Such repairs shall not include the cutting
away of any wall, partition, or portion thereof, the removal or
cutting of any structural beam or load-bearing support, or the
removal or change of any required means of egress or rear-
rangement of parts of a structure affecting the egress require-
ments; nor shall ordinary repairs include addition to,
alteration of, replacement, or relocation of any standpipe,
water supply, sewer, drainage, drain leader, gas, soil, waste,
vent, or similar piping, electric wiring, or mechanical or
other work affecting public health or general safety.

105.2.2 Public service agencies. A permit shall not be
required for the installation, alteration, or repair of genera-
tion, transmission, distribution, or metering or other related
equipment that is under the ownership and control of public
service agencies by established right.

105.3 Application for permit. To obtain a permit, the
applicant shall first file an application therefor in writing on
a form furnished by the Department of Building Safety for
that purpose. Such application shall:

1. Identify and describe the work in accordance with
Chapter 3 to be covered by the permit for which appli-
cation is made.

2. Describe the land on which the proposed work is to be
done by legal description, street address, or similar
description that will readily identify and definitely
locate the proposed building or work.

3. Indicate the use and occupancy for which the pro-

posed work is intended.

4. Be accompanied by construction documents and other
information as required in Section 106.3.

5. State the valuation of the proposed work.

6. Be signed by the applicant or the applicant’s autho-
rized agent.

7. Give such other data and information as required by
the code official.

105.3.1 Action on application. The code official shall
examine or cause to be examined applications for permits
and amendments thereto within a reasonable time after filing.
If the application or the construction documents do not con-
form to the requirements of pertinent laws, the code official
shall reject such application in writing, stating the reasons
therefor. If the code official is satisfied that the proposed
work conforms to the requirements of this code and laws and
ordinances applicable thereto, the code official shall issue a
permit therefor as soon as practicable.

105.3.2 Time limitation of application. An application
for a permit for any proposed work shall be deemed to have
been abandoned 180 days after the date of filing, unless such
application has been pursued in good faith or a permit has
been issued; except that the code official is authorized to
grant one or more extensions of time for additional periods
not exceeding 90 days each. The extension shall be requested
in writing and justifiable cause demonstrated.

105.4 Validity of permit. The issuance or granting of a
permit shall not be construed to be a permit for, or an
approval of, any violation of any of the provisions of this
code or of any other ordinance of the jurisdiction. Permits
presuming to give authority to violate or cancel the provi-
sions of this code or other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall
not be valid. The issuance of a permit based on construction
documents and other data shall not prevent the code official
from requiring the correction of errors in the construction
documents and other data. The code official is also autho-
rized to prevent occupancy or use of a structure where in vio-
lation of this code or of any other ordinances of this
jurisdiction.

105.5 Expiration. Every permit issued shall become
invalid unless the work on the site authorized by such permit
is commenced within 180 days after its issuance, or if the
work authorized on the site by such permit is suspended or
abandoned for a period of 180 days after the time the work is
commenced. The code official is authorized to grant, in writ-
ing, one or more extensions of time for periods not more than
180 days each. The extension shall be requested in writing
and justifiable cause demonstrated.

105.6 Suspension or revocation. The code official is
authorized to suspend or revoke a permit issued under the
provisions of this code wherever the permit is issued in error
or on the basis of incorrect, inaccurate, or incomplete infor-
mation or in violation of any ordinance or regulation or any
of the provisions of this code.
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105.7 Placement of permit. The building permit or copy
shall be kept on the site of the work until the completion of
the project.

SECTION 106
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

106.1 Submittal of documents. Construction documents,
special inspection and structural observation programs,
investigation and evaluation reports, and other data shall be
submitted in 1 or more sets with each application for a per-
mit. The construction documents shall be prepared by or
under the direct supervision of a registered design profes-
sional when required by article 20 of 1980 P.A. 299, MCL
339.101 et seq. Where special conditions exist, the building
official is authorized to require additional construction docu-
ments to be prepared by a registered design professional.

Exception: The building official is authorized to waive the
submission of construction documents and other data not
required to be prepared by a registered design professional if
it is found that the nature of the work applied for is such that
reviewing of construction documents is not necessary to
obtain compliance with this code.

R 408.30562

106.1.1 Information on construction documents.
Construction documents shall be dimensioned and drawn
upon suitable material. Electronic media documents are per-
mitted to be submitted when approved by the code official.
Construction documents shall be of sufficient clarity to indi-
cate the location, nature, and extent of the work proposed
and show in detail that it will conform to the provisions of
this code and relevant laws, ordinances, rules, and regula-
tions, as determined by the code official. The work areas
shall be shown.

106.1.1.1 Fire protection system shop draw-
ings. Shop drawings for the fire protection system(s)
shall be submitted to indicate conformance with this
code and the construction documents and shall be
approved prior to the start of system installation. Shop
drawings shall contain all information as required by
the referenced installation standards in Chapter 9 of the
International Building Code.

106.1.1.2 Fire flow requirements. The application for
permit shall be accompanied by an evaluation of the
available fire flow at the building utilizing the existing
fire hydrants on the site, public streets, and adjacent
sites in accordance with the provisions of section B105
of appendix b of the international fire code.
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106.1.2 Means of egress. The construction documents
for alterations Level 2, alterations Level 3, additions, and
changes of occupancy shall show in sufficient detail the loca-
tion, construction, size, and character of all portions of the
means of egress in compliance with the provisions of this
code. The construction documents shall designate the num-
ber of occupants to be accommodated in every work area of
every floor and in all affected rooms and spaces.
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106.1.3 Exterior wall envelope. Construction docu-
ments for all work affecting the exterior wall envelope shall
describe the exterior wall envelope in sufficient detail to
determine compliance with this code. The construction docu-
ments shall provide details of the exterior wall envelope as
required, including windows, doors, flashing, intersections
with dissimilar materials, corners, end details, control joints,
intersections at roof, eaves, or parapets, means of drainage,
water-resistive membrane, and details around openings.

The construction documents shall include manufac-
turer’s installation instructions that provide supporting
documentation that the proposed penetration and opening
details described in the construction documents maintain
the wind and weather resistance of the exterior wall enve-
lope. The supporting documentation shall fully describe
the exterior wall system which was tested, where applica-
ble, as well as the test procedure used.

106.2 Site plan. The construction documents submitted
with the application for permit shall be accompanied by a
site plan showing to scale the size and location of new con-
struction and existing structures on the site, distances from
lot lines, the established street grades, and the proposed fin-
ished grades; and it shall be drawn in accordance with an
accurate boundary line survey. In the case of demolition, the
site plan shall show construction to be demolished and the
location and size of existing structures and construction that
are to remain on the site or plot. The code official is autho-
rized to waive or modify the requirement for a site plan when
the application for permit is for alteration, repair, or change
of occupancy.

106.3 Examination of documents. The code official shall
examine or cause to be examined the construction documents
and shall ascertain by such examinations whether the con-
struction or occupancy indicated and described is in accor-
dance with the requirements of this code and other pertinent
laws or ordinances.

106.3.1 Approval of construction documents. When
the code official issues a permit, the construction documents
shall be approved in writing or by stamp as “Reviewed for
Code Compliance.” One set of construction documents so
reviewed shall be retained by the code official. The other set
shall be returned to the applicant, shall be kept at the site of
work, and shall be open to inspection by the code official or a
duly authorized representative.

106.3.2 Previous approvals. This code shall not require
changes in the construction documents, construction, or des-
ignated occupancy of a structure for which a lawful permit
has been heretofore issued or otherwise lawfully authorized,
and the construction of which has been pursued in good faith
within 180 days after the effective date of this code and has
not been abandoned.

106.3.3 Phased approval. The code official is authorized
to issue a permit for the construction of foundations or any
other part of a building before the construction documents
for the whole building or structure have been submitted, pro-
vided that adequate information and detailed statements have
been filed complying with pertinent requirements of this
code. The holder of such permit for the foundation or other
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parts of a building shall proceed at the holder’s own risk with
the building operation and without assurance that a permit
for the entire structure will be granted.

106.3.4 Deferred submittals. For the purposes of this
section, deferred submittals are defined as those portions of
the design that are not submitted at the time of the applica-
tion and that are to be submitted to the code official within a
specified period.

Deferral of any submittal items shall have the prior
approval of the code official. The registered design pro-
fessional in responsible charge shall list the deferred sub-
mittals on the construction documents for review by the
code official.

Submittal documents for deferred submittal items shall
be submitted to the registered design professional in
responsible charge who shall review them and forward
them to the code official with a notation indicating that
the deferred submittal documents have been reviewed and
that they have been found to be in general conformance to
the design of the building. The deferred submittal items
shall not be installed until their design and submittal doc-
uments have been approved by the code official.

106.4 Amended construction documents. Work shall be
installed in accordance with the reviewed construction docu-
ments, and any changes made during construction that are
not in compliance with the approved construction documents
shall be resubmitted for approval as an amended set of con-
struction documents.

106.5 Retention of construction documents. One set of
approved construction documents shall be retained by the
code official for a period of not less than the period required
for retention of public records.

106.6 Design professional in responsible charge. When
it is required that documents be prepared by a registered
design professional, the code official shall be authorized to
require the owner to engage and designate on the building
permit application a registered design professional who shall
act as the registered design professional in responsible
charge. If the circumstances require, the owner shall desig-
nate a substitute registered design professional in responsible
charge who shall perform the duties required of the original
registered design professional in responsible charge. The
code official shall be notified in writing by the owner if the
registered design professional in responsible charge is
changed or is unable to continue to perform the duties. The
registered design professional in responsible charge shall be
responsible for reviewing and coordinating submittal docu-
ments prepared by others, including phased and deferred
submittal items, for compatibility with the design of the
building. Where structural observation is required, the
inspection program shall name the individual or firms who
are to perform structural observation and describe the stages
of construction at which structural observation is to occur.

SECTION 107
TEMPORARY STRUCTURES AND USES

107.1 General. The code official is authorized to issue a
permit for temporary structures and temporary uses. Such
permits shall be limited as to time of service but shall not be
permitted for more than 180 days. The code official is autho-
rized to grant extensions for demonstrated cause.

107.2 Conformance. Temporary structures and uses shall
conform to the structural strength, fire safety, means of
egress, accessibility, light, ventilation, and sanitary require-
ments of this code as necessary to ensure the public health,
safety, and general welfare.

107.3 Temporary power. The building official is autho-
rized to give permission to temporarily supply and use power
in part of an electric installation before the installation has
been fully completed and the final certificate of completion
has been issued. The part covered by the temporary certifi-
cate shall comply with the requirements specified for
temporary lighting, heat, or power in the Michigan electrical
code.
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107.4 Termination of approval. The code official is
authorized to terminate such permit for a temporary structure
or use and to order the temporary structure or use to be dis-
continued.

SECTION 108
FEES

108.1 Payment of fees. The fees prescribed by section 22
of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL 125.1501 et seq. shall be paid to the
enforcing agency of the jurisdiction before a permit to begin
work may be issued. In addition, an amendment to a permit
necessitating an additional fee shall not be approved until the
additional fee has been paid.

R 408.30565

SECTION 109
INSPECTIONS

109.1 General. Construction or work for which a permit is
required shall be subject to inspection by the code official,
and such construction or work shall remain accessible and
exposed for inspection purposes until approved. Approval as
a result of an inspection shall not be construed to be an
approval of a violation of the provisions of this code or of
other ordinances of the jurisdiction. Inspections presuming to
give authority to violate or cancel the provisions of this code
or of other ordinances of the jurisdiction shall not be valid. It
shall be the duty of the permit applicant to cause the work to
remain accessible and exposed for inspection purposes. Nei-
ther the code official nor the jurisdiction shall be liable for
expense entailed in the removal or replacement of any mate-
rial required to allow inspection.

109.2 Preliminary inspection. Before issuing a permit,
the code official is authorized to examine or cause to be
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examined buildings and sites for which an application has
been filed.

109.3 Required inspections. The code official, upon noti-
fication, shall make the inspections set forth in Sections
109.3.1 through 109.3.9.

109.3.1 Footing or foundation inspection. Footing and
foundation inspections shall be made after excavations for
footings are complete and any required reinforcing steel is in
place. For concrete foundations, any required forms shall be
in place prior to inspection. Materials for the foundation shall
be on the job, except where concrete is ready-mixed in
accordance with ASTM C 94, the concrete need not be on
the job.

109.3.2 Concrete slab or under-floor inspection. Con-
crete slab and under-floor inspections shall be made after
in-slab or under-floor reinforcing steel and building service
equipment, conduit, piping accessories, and other ancillary
equipment items are in place but before any concrete is
placed or floor sheathing installed, including the sub floor.

109.3.3 Lowest floor elevation. For additions and sub-
stantial improvements to existing buildings in flood hazard
areas, upon placement of the lowest floor, including base-
ment, and prior to further vertical construction, the elevation
documentation required in the International Building Code
shall be submitted to the code official.

109.3.4 Frame inspection. Framing inspections shall be
made after the roof deck or sheathing, all framing, fire block-
ing, and bracing are in place and pipes, chimneys, and vents
to be concealed are complete and the rough electrical,
plumbing, heating wires, pipes, and ducts are approved.

109.3.5 Lath or gypsum board inspection. Lath and
gypsum board inspections shall be made after lathing and
gypsum board, interior and exterior, is in place but before
any plastering is applied or before gypsum board joints and
fasteners are taped and finished.

Exception: Gypsum board that is not part of a
fire-resistance-rated assembly or a shear assembly.

109.3.6 Fire-resistant penetrations. Protection of joints
and penetrations in fire-resistance-rated assemblies shall not
be concealed from view until inspected and approved.

109.3.7 Other inspections. In addition to the inspections
specified above, the code official is authorized to make or
require other inspections of any construction work to ascer-
tain compliance with the provisions of this code and other
laws that are enforced by the Department of Building Safety.

109.3.8 Special inspections. Special inspections shall be
required in accordance with the International Building Code.

109.3.9 Final inspection. The final inspection shall be
made after all work required by the building permit is com-
pleted.

109.4 Inspection agencies. The code official is authorized
to accept reports of approved inspection agencies, provided
such agencies satisfy the requirements as to qualifications
and reliability.
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109.5 Inspection requests. It shall be the duty of the
holder of the building permit or their duly authorized agent
to notify the code official when work is ready for inspection.
It shall be the duty of the permit holder to provide access to
and means for any inspections of such work that are required
by this code.

109.6 Approval required. Work shall not be done beyond
the point indicated in each successive inspection without first
obtaining the approval of the code official. The code official,
upon notification, shall make the requested inspections and
shall either indicate the portion of the construction that is sat-
isfactory as completed or shall notify the permit holder or an
agent of the permit holder wherein the same fails to comply
with this code. Any portions that do not comply shall be cor-
rected and such portion shall not be covered or concealed
until authorized by the code official.

SECTION 110
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

110.1 Altered area use and occupancy classification
change. An altered area of a building shall not be used or
occupied, and a change in the existing occupancy classifica-
tion of a building or portion thereof shall not be made until
the building official has issued a certificate of occupancy in
accordance with section 13 of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL 125.1501
et seq. The issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall not
be construed as an approval of a violation of the provisions
of this code or of the other ordinances of the jurisdiction.

R 408.30568

110.2 Certificate issued. After the building official
inspects the building and finds no violations of the provi-
sions of this code or other laws that are enforced by the
department of building safety, the building official shall issue
a certificate of occupancy, which shall contain all of the fol-
lowing information:

(a) The building permit number.
(b) The address of the structure.
(¢) The name and address of the owner.

(d) A description of that portion of the structure for which
the certificate is issued.

(e) A statement that the described portion of the structure
has been inspected for compliance with the require-
ments of this code for the occupancy and division of
occupancy and the use for which the proposed occu-
pancy is classified.

(f) The name of the building official.

(g) The edition of the code under which the permit was
issued.

(h) The use and occupancy in accordance with the provi-
sions of the Michigan building code.

(i) The type of construction as defined in the Michigan
building code.

(j) The design occupant load and any impact the alter-
ation has on the design occupant load of the area not

7



https://webstore.ansi.org/Standards/ICC/ICCMIIEBC2003?source=preview

This is a preview of "ICC MI-IEBC-2003". Click here to purchase the full version from the ANSI store.

ADMINISTRATION

within the scope of the work.

(k) If an automatic sprinkler system is provided, whether
the sprinkler system is required.

(1) Any special stipulations and conditions of the build-
ing permit.
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110.3 Temporary occupancy. The code official is autho-
rized to issue a temporary certificate of occupancy before the
completion of the entire work covered by the permit, pro-
vided that such portion or portions shall be occupied safely.
The code official shall set a time period during which the
temporary certificate of occupancy is valid.

110.4 Revocation. The code official is authorized to, in
writing, suspend or revoke a certificate of occupancy or com-
pletion issued under the provisions of this code wherever the
certificate is issued in error or on the basis of incorrect infor-
mation supplied, or where it is determined that the building
or structure or portion thereof is in violation of any ordinance
or regulation or any of the provisions of this code.

SECTION 111
SERVICE UTILITIES

111.1 Connection of service utilities. No person shall
make connections from a utility, source of energy, fuel, or
power to any building or system that is regulated by this
code for which a permit is required, until approved by the
code official.

111.2 Temporary connection. The code official shall have
the authority to authorize the temporary connection of the
building or system to the utility source of energy, fuel, or
power.

111.3 Authority to disconnect service utilities. The code
official shall have the authority to authorize disconnection of
utility service to the building, structure, or system regulated
by this code and the codes referenced in case of emergency
where necessary to eliminate an immediate hazard to life or
property. The code official shall notify the serving utility
and, wherever possible, the owner and occupant of the build-
ing, structure, or service system of the decision to disconnect
prior to taking such action. If not notified prior to discon-
necting, the owner or occupant of the building, structure, or
service system shall be notified in writing, as soon as practi-
cal thereafter.

SECTION 112
BOARD OF APPEALS

112.1 General. Appeals shall be heard in accordance with
the provisions of section 14 of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL
125.1501 et seq.
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SECTION 113
VIOLATIONS

113.1 Unlawful acts. It shall be unlawful for any person,
firm, or corporation to repair, alter, extend, add, move,
remove, demolish, or change the occupancy of any building
or equipment regulated by this code or cause same to be
done in conflict with or in violation of any of the provisions
of this code.

113.2 Notice of violation. The code official is authorized
to serve a notice of violation or order on the person responsi-
ble for the repair, alteration, extension, addition, moving,
removal, demolition, or change in the occupancy of a build-
ing in violation of the provisions of this code or in violation
of a permit or certificate issued under the provisions of this
code. Such order shall direct the discontinuance of the illegal
action or condition and the abatement of the violation.

113.3 Prosecution of violation. If the notice of violation is
not complied with promptly, the code official is authorized to
request the legal counsel of the jurisdiction to institute the
appropriate proceeding at law or in equity to restrain, correct,
or abate such violation or to require the removal or termina-
tion of the unlawful occupancy of the building or structure in
violation of the provisions of this code or of the order or
direction made pursuant thereto.

113.4 Violation penalties. (1) It is unlawful for any per-
son, firm, or corporation to violate a provision of this code or
fail to conform with any of the requirements thereof, or erect,
construct, alter, extend, repair, move, remove, demolish, or
occupy any building, structure, or equipment regulated by
this code, or cause work to be performed or done in conflict
with or in violation of the approved construction documents
or directive of the enforcing agency or a permit or certificate
issued under this code.

(2) A violator shall be assessed a fine in accordance with
section 23 of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL 125.1501 et seq.

R 408.30571

SECTION 114
STOP WORK ORDER

114.1 Authority. Whenever the code official finds any
work regulated by this code being performed in a manner
contrary to the provisions of this code or in a dangerous or
unsafe manner, the code official is authorized to issue a stop
work order.

114.2 Notice to owner. Upon notice from the enforcing
agency, work on any building or structure that has been done
contrary to this code or in a dangerous and unsafe manner
shall immediately cease. Notice shall be in accordance with
section 12 of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL 125.1501 et seq. A per-
son who is served with a stop work order, except for work
that the person is directed to perform to remove a violation
or unsafe condition, is subject to the penalty provisions
prescribed in section 23 of 1972 P.A. 230, MCL 125.1501
et seq.

R 408.30572
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SECTION 115
UNSAFE BUILDINGS AND EQUIPMENT

115.1 Conditions. Buildings or existing equipment that
are or hereafter become unsafe, insanitary, or deficient
because of inadequate means of egress facilities, inadequate
light and ventilation, or which constitute a fire hazard, or in
which the structure or individual structural members exceed
the limits established by the definition of Dangerous in
Chapter 2, or that involve illegal or improper occupancy or
inadequate maintenance, shall be deemed an unsafe condi-
tion. Unsafe buildings shall be taken down and removed or
made safe, as the code official deems necessary and as pro-
vided for in this code. A vacant structure that is not secured
against entry shall be deemed unsafe.

115.2 Record. The code official shall cause a report to be
filed on an unsafe condition. The report shall state the occu-
pancy of the structure and the nature of the unsafe condition.

115.3 Notice. If an unsafe condition is found, the code offi-
cial shall serve on the owner, agent, or person in control of
the structure a written notice that describes the condition
deemed unsafe and specifies the required repairs or improve-
ments to be made to abate the unsafe condition, or that
requires the unsafe building to be demolished within a stipu-
lated time. Such notice shall require the person thus notified
to declare immediately to the code official acceptance or
rejection of the terms of the order.

115.4 Method of service. Such notice shall be deemed
properly served if a copy thereof is delivered to the owner
personally; sent by certified or registered mail addressed to
the owner at the last known address with the return receipt
requested; or delivered in any other manner as prescribed by
local law. If the certified or registered letter is returned show-
ing that the letter was not delivered, a copy thereof shall be
posted in a conspicuous place in or about the structure
affected by such notice. Service of such notice in the forego-
ing manner upon the owner’s agent or upon the person
responsible for the structure shall constitute service of notice
upon the owner.

115.5 Restoration. The building or equipment determined
to be unsafe by the code official is permitted to be restored to
a safe condition. To the extent that repairs, alterations, or
additions are made or a change of occupancy occurs during
the restoration of the building, such repairs, alterations, addi-
tions, or change of occupancy shall comply with the require-
ments of this code.

SECTION 116
EMERGENCY MEASURES

116.1 Imminent danger. When, in the opinion of the code
official, there is imminent danger of failure or collapse of a
building that endangers life, or when any building or part of
a building has fallen and life is endangered by the occupation
of the building, or when there is actual or potential danger to
the building occupants or those in the proximity of any struc-
ture because of explosives, explosive fumes or vapors, or the
presence of toxic fumes, gases, or materials, or operation of
defective or dangerous equipment, the code official is hereby
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authorized and empowered to order and require the occu-
pants to vacate the premises forthwith. The code official
shall cause to be posted at each entrance to such structure a
notice reading as follows: “This Structure Is Unsafe and Its
Occupancy Has Been Prohibited by the Code Official.” It
shall be unlawful for any person to enter such structure
except for the purpose of securing the structure, making the
required repairs, removing the hazardous condition, or of
demolishing the same.

116.2 Temporary safeguards. Notwithstanding other pro-
visions of this code, whenever, in the opinion of the code
official, there is imminent danger due to an unsafe condition,
the code official shall order the necessary work to be done,
including the boarding up of openings, to render such struc-
ture temporarily safe whether or not the legal procedure
herein described has been instituted; and shall cause such
other action to be taken as the code official deems necessary
to meet such emergency.

116.3 Closing streets. When necessary for public safety,
the code official shall temporarily close structures and close
or order the authority having jurisdiction to close sidewalks,
streets, public ways, and places adjacent to unsafe structures,
and prohibit the same from being utilized.

116.4 Emergency repairs. For the purposes of this sec-
tion, the code official shall employ the necessary labor and
materials to perform the required work as expeditiously as
possible.

116.5 Costs of emergency repairs. Costs incurred in the
performance of emergency work shall be paid by the juris-
diction. The legal counsel of the jurisdiction shall institute
appropriate action against the owner of the premises where
the unsafe structure is or was located for the recovery of such
Costs.

116.6 Hearing. Any person ordered to take emergency
measures shall comply with such order forthwith. Any
affected person shall thereafter, upon petition directed to the
appeals board, be afforded a hearing as described in this
code.

SECTION 117
DEMOLITION

117.1 General. The code official shall order the owner of
any premises upon which is located any structure that in the
code official’s judgment is so old, dilapidated, or has become
so out of repair as to be dangerous, unsafe, insanitary, or oth-
erwise unfit for human habitation or occupancy, and such
that it is unreasonable to repair the structure, to demolish and
remove such structure; or if such structure is capable of
being made safe by repairs, to repair and make safe and sani-
tary or to demolish and remove at the owner’s option; or
where there has been a cessation of normal construction of
any structure for a period of more than two years, to demol-
ish and remove such structure.

117.2 Notices and orders. All notices and orders shall
comply with Section 113.
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117.3 Failure to comply. If the owner of a premises fails
to comply with a demolition order within the time pre-
scribed, the code official shall cause the structure to be
demolished and removed, either through an available public
agency or by contract or arrangement with private persons,
and the cost of such demolition and removal shall be charged
against the real estate upon which the structure is located and
shall be a lien upon such real estate.

117.4 Salvage materials. When any structure has been
ordered demolished and removed, the governing body or
other designated officer under said contract or arrangement
aforesaid shall have the right to sell the salvage and valuable
materials at the highest price obtainable. The net proceeds of
such sale, after deducting the expenses of such demolition
and removal, shall be promptly remitted with a report of such
sale or transaction, including the items of expense and the
amounts deducted, for the person who is entitled thereto,
subject to any order of a court. If such a surplus does not
remain to be turned over, the report shall so state.
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CHAPTER 2
DEFINITIONS

SECTION 201
GENERAL

201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the fol-
lowing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code,
have the meanings shown in this chapter.

201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words stated in the masculine gender
include the feminine and neuter; the singular number
includes the plural and the plural, the singular.

201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code and are defined in the other /nterna-
tional Codes, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to
them as in those codes.

201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this chapter, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies.

SECTION 202
GENERAL DEFINITIONS

ADDITION. An extension or increase in floor area, number
of stories, or height of a building or structure.

ALTERATION. Any construction or renovation to an
existing structure other than repair or addition. Alterations
are classified as Level 1, Level 2, and Level 3.

CHANGE OF OCCUPANCY. A change in the purpose or
level of activity within a building that involves a change in
application of the requirements of this code.

DANGEROUS. Any building or structure or any individual
member with any of the structural conditions or defects
described below shall be deemed dangerous:

1. The stress in a member or portion thereof due to all
factored dead and live loads is more than one and one
third the nominal strength allowed in the International
Building Code for new buildings of similar structure,
purpose, or location.

2. Any portion, member, or appurtenance thereof likely
to fail, or to become detached or dislodged, or to col-
lapse and thereby injure persons.

3. Any portion of a building, or any member, appurte-
nance, or ornamentation on the exterior thereof is not
of sufficient strength or stability, or is not anchored,
attached, or fastened in place so as to be capable of
resisting a wind pressure of two thirds of that specified
in the International Building Code for new buildings
of similar structure, purpose, or location without
exceeding the nominal strength permitted in the Inter-
national Building Code for such buildings.

4. The building, or any portion thereof, is likely to col-
lapse partially or completely because of dilapidation,
deterioration or decay; construction in violation of the
International Building Code; the removal, movement
or instability of any portion of the ground necessary
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for the purpose of supporting such building; the deteri-
oration, decay or inadequacy of its foundation; damage
due to fire, earthquake, wind or flood; or any other
similar cause.

5. The exterior walls or other vertical structural members
list, lean, or buckle to such an extent that a plumb line
passing through the center of gravity does not fall
inside the middle one third of the base.

EQUIPMENT OR FIXTURE. Any plumbing, heating,
electrical, ventilating, air conditioning, refrigerating, and fire
protection equipment, and elevators, dumb waiters, escala-
tors, boilers, pressure vessels and other mechanical facilities
or installations that are related to building services. Equip-
ment or fixture shall not include manufacturing, production,
or process equipment, but shall include connections from
building service to process equipment.

EXISTING BUILDING. A building erected prior to the
date of adoption of the appropriate code, or one for which a
legal building permit has been issued.

[B] FLOOD HAZARD AREA. The greater of the follow-
ing two areas:

1. The area within a flood plain subject to a 1-percent or
greater chance of flooding in any year.

2. The area designated as a flood hazard area on a com-
munity’s flood hazard map, or otherwise legally desig-
nated.

HISTORIC BUILDING. Any building or structure that is
listed in the State or National Register of Historic Places;
designated as a historic property under local or state desig-
nation law or survey; certified as a contributing resource
within a National Register listed or locally designated his-
toric district; or with an opinion or certification that the
property is eligible to be listed on the National or State Reg-
isters of Historic Places either individually or as a contribut-
ing building to a historic district by the State Historic
Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register
of Historic Places.

LOAD-BEARING ELEMENT. Any column, girder, beam,
joist, truss, rafter, wall, floor or roof sheathing that supports
any vertical load in addition to its own weight or any lateral
load.

REHABILITATION. Any work, as described by the cate-
gories of work defined herein, undertaken in an existing
building.

REHABILITATION, SEISMIC. Work conducted to
improve the seismic lateral force resistance of an existing
building.

REPAIR. The restoration to good or sound condition of any

part of an existing building for the purpose of its mainte-
nance.

SEISMIC LOADING. The assumed forces prescribed
herein, related to the response of the structure to earthquake
motions, to be used in the analysis and design of the struc-
ture and its components.
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