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PREFACE

Introduction
Internationally, code officials recognize the need for a modern, up-to-date residential code addressing the design and construction
of one- and two-family dwellings and townhouses. The International Residential Code®, in this 2006 edition, is designed to meet
these needs through model code regulations that safeguard the public health and safety in all communities, large and small.

This comprehensive, stand-alone residential code establishes minimum regulations for one- and two-family dwellings and town-
houses using prescriptive provisions. It is founded on broad-based principles that make possible the use of new materials and new
building designs. This 2006 edition is fully compatible with all the International Codes® (I-Codes®) published by the International
Code Council� (ICC)®, including the International Building Code�, International Code Council Electrical Code Administrative
Provisions, International Energy Conservation Code�, International Existing Building Code�, International Fire Code�, Interna-
tional Fuel Gas Code�, International Mechanical Code�, ICC Performance Code®, International Plumbing Code�, International
Private Sewage Disposal Code�, International Property Maintenance Code�, International Wildland-Urban Interface Code™ and
International Zoning Code�.

The International Residential Code provisions provide many benefits, among which is the model code development process that
offers an international forum for residential construction professionals to discuss prescriptive code requirements. This forum pro-
vides an excellent arena to debate proposed revisions. This model code also encourages international consistency in the application
of provisions.

The provisions of this subcode shall apply to the construction, alteration, repair or increase in size of detached one- or two-family
dwellings, or single-family townhouses, of Group R-5 not more than three stories in height. For this purpose, a townhouse shall be
as defined in Section 202 of the International Residential Code: “A single-family dwelling unit constructed in a group of three or
more attached units in which each unit extends from foundation to roof and with open space on at least two sides.”

Development
The first edition of the International Residential Code (2000) was the culmination of an effort initiated in 1996 by the ICC and con-
sisting of representatives from the three statutory members of the International Code Council at the time, including: Building Offi-
cials and Code Administrators International, Inc. (BOCA), International Conference of Building Officials (ICBO) and Southern
Building Code Congress International (SBCCI) and representatives from the National Association of Home Builders (NAHB). The
intent was to draft a stand-alone residential code consistent with and inclusive of the scope of the existing model codes. Technical
content of the 1998 International One- and Two-Family Dwelling Code and the latest model codes promulgated by BOCA, ICBO,
SBCCI and ICC was used as the basis for the development, followed by public hearings in 1998 and 1999 to consider proposed
changes. This 2006 edition represents the code as originally issued, with changes reflected in the 2003 edition, and further changes
developed through the ICC Code Development Process through 2005. Residential electrical provisions are based on the 2005
National Electrical Code� (NFPA-70). A new edition such as this is promulgated every three years.

Fuel gas provisions have been included through an agreement with the American Gas Association (AGA). Electrical provisions
have been included through an agreement with the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA).

This code is founded on principles intended to establish provisions consistent with the scope of a residential code that adequately
protects public health, safety and welfare; provisions that do not unnecessarily increase construction costs; provisions that do not
restrict the use of new materials, products or methods of construction; and provisions that do not give preferential treatment to par-
ticular types or classes of materials, products or methods of construction.

Adoption
Pursuant to the authority of P.L. 1975, c.217, as modified by P.L. 1996, c.53, the Commissioner hereby adopts the model code of the
International Code Council, 2006 International Residential Code known as the “IRC/2006” as the one- and two-family dwelling
subcode in New Jersey subject to modifications.

The International Residential Code is available for adoption and use by jurisdictions internationally. Its use within a governmental
jurisdiction is intended to be accomplished through adoption by reference in accordance with proceedings establishing the jurisdic-
tion’s laws. At the time of adoption, jurisdictions should insert the appropriate information in provisions requiring specific local
information, such as the name of the adopting jurisdiction. These locations are shown in bracketed words in small capital letters in
the code and in the sample ordinance. The sample adoption ordinance on page v addresses several key elements of a code adoption
ordinance, including the information required for insertion into the code text.
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Maintenance
The International Residential Code is kept up to date through the review of proposed changes submitted by code enforcing officials,
industry representatives, design professionals and other interested parties. Proposed changes are carefully considered through an
open code development process in which all interested and affected parties may participate.

The contents of this work are subject to change both through the Code Development Cycles and the governmental body that enacts
the code into law. For more information regarding the code development process, contact the Code and Standard Development
Department of the International Code Council.

The maintenance process for the fuel gas provisions is based upon the process used to maintain the International Fuel Gas Code, in
conjunction with the American Gas Association. The maintenance process for the electrical provisions is undertaken by the
National Fire Protection Association.

While the development procedure of the International Residential Code assures the highest degree of care, ICC and the founding
members of ICC and its members and those participating in the development of this code do not accept any liability resulting from
compliance or noncompliance with the provisions because ICC and its founding members do not have the power or authority to
police or enforce compliance with the contents of this code. Only the governmental body that enacts the code into law has such
authority.

Marginal Markings
Solid vertical lines in the margins within the body of the code indicate a technical change from the requirements of the 2003 edition.
Deletion indicators in the form of an arrow (➡) are provided in the margin where an entire section, paragraph, exception or table has
been deleted or an item in a list of items or a table has been deleted. Double vertical lines in the margin denote amendments and addi-
tions by the State of New Jersey, modifying the 2006 International Residential Code.
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Part I — Administrative
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Part II — Definitions

CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION R201
GENERAL

R201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have
the meanings indicated in this chapter.

R201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words in the masculine gender include the
feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the plural
and the plural, the singular.

R201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code such terms shall have meanings ascribed to
them as in other code publications of the International Code
Council.

R201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies.

SECTION R202
DEFINITIONS

ACCESSIBLE. Signifies access that requires the removal of
an access panel or similar removable obstruction.

ACCESSIBLE, READILY. Signifies access without the
necessity for removing a panel or similar obstruction.

ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A structure not greater than
3,000 square feet (279 m2) in floor area, and not over two sto-
ries in height, the use of which is customarily accessory to and
incidental to that of the dwelling(s) and which is located on the
same lot.

AIR ADMITTANCE VALVE. A one-way valve designed to
allow air into the plumbing drainage system when a negative
pressure develops in the piping. This device shall close by grav-
ity and seal the terminal under conditions of zero differential
pressure (no flow conditions) and under positive internal pres-
sure.

AIR BREAK (DRAINAGE SYSTEM). An arrangement in
which a discharge pipe from a fixture, appliance or device
drains indirectly into a receptor below the flood-level rim of the
receptor, and above the trap seal.

AIR CIRCULATION, FORCED. A means of providing
space conditioning utilizing movement of air through ducts or
plenums by mechanical means.

AIR-CONDITIONING SYSTEM. A system that consists of
heat exchangers, blowers, filters, supply, exhaust and return-air

systems, and shall include any apparatus installed in connec-
tion therewith.

AIR GAP, DRAINAGE SYSTEM. The unobstructed vertical
distance through free atmosphere between the outlet of a waste
pipe and the flood-level rim of the fixture or receptor into
which it is discharging.

AIR GAP, WATER-DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM. The unob-
structed vertical distance through free atmosphere between the
lowest opening from a water supply discharge to the
flood-level rim of a plumbing fixture.

ANCHORS. See “Supports.”

ANTISIPHON. A term applied to valves or mechanical
devices that eliminate siphonage.

APPLIANCE. A device or apparatus that is manufactured and
designed to utilize energy and for which this code provides spe-
cific requirements.

APPROVED. Approval by the building subcode official or
other authority having jurisdiction in accordance with the regu-
lations.

APPROVED AGENCY. An established and recognized
agency regularly engaged in conducting tests or furnishing
inspection services, when such agency has been approved by
the building official or other authority having jurisdiction in
accordance with the Uniform Construction Code.

ASPECT RATIO. The ratio of the height to width (h/w) of a
shear wall. The shear wall height is the maximum clear height
from top of foundation or diaphragm to bottom of diaphragm
framing above and the shear wall width is the sheathed dimen-
sion in the direction of applied force on the shear wall.

ATTIC. The unfinished space between the ceiling joists of the
top story and the roof rafters.

BACKFLOW, DRAINAGE. A reversal of flow in the drain-
age system.

BACKFLOW PREVENTER. A device or means to prevent
backflow.

BACKFLOW PREVENTER, REDUCED–PRESSURE-
ZONE TYPE. A backflow-prevention device consisting of
two independently acting check valves, internally force loaded
to a normally closed position and separated by an intermediate
chamber (or zone) in which there is an automatic relief means
of venting to atmosphere internally loaded to a normally open
position between two tightly closing shutoff valves and with
means for testing for tightness of the checks and opening of
relief means.
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