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Content
TheResidentialCodeofNewYorkState combines language from the2000 InternationalResidentialCoder, 2001Supplement to the
InternationalResidentialCode,andNewYorkmodificationsdevelopedby theStateFirePreventionandBuildingCodeCouncil and
itsResidentialCodeTechnical Subcommittee. In addition, administrativemodifications to the 2000 International ResidentialCode
were developed by the Department of State�s Administrative Task Group.

Marginal Markings
NewYorkmodifications to code language are indicated byNY tape ( N

Y ) in themargin, andNewYork text is underlined. Deletion of
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�Reserved� indicates that a section or portion of the International Codet has been deleted, but its number or position has been

retained.
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The content of sections in this codewhich beginwith a letter designation aremaintained by another code development committee in
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Development Committee; [M] = International Mechanical Code Development Committee; [P] = International Plumbing Code
Development Committee; [RBE] = International Residential Code Building and Energy Development Committee; [RMP] =
InternationalResidentialCodeMechanical/PlumbingDevelopmentCommittee; and [E]= InternationalEnergyConservationCode
Development Committee.
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Part I � Administrative
CHAPTER 1

GENERAL REQUIREMENTS

SECTION R101
TITLE, SCOPE AND PURPOSE

R101.1 Title.These provisions shall be known as theResiden-
tialCodeofNewYorkStateand shall be cited as suchandwill be
referred to herein as �this code.�

R101.2 Scope. The provisions of this code shall apply to the
construction, alteration, movement, enlargement, replace-
ment, repair, equipment, use and occupancy, location, removal
and demolition of detached one- and two-family dwellings and
multiple single-family dwellings (townhouses) not more than
three stories in height with a separatemeans of egress and their
accessory structures and one-family dwellings converted to a
bed and breakfast.

R101.2.1 Community residences. For the purposes of this
code, community residences for 14 or fewer mentally dis-
abled persons, operated by or subject to licensure by theOf-
fice of Mental Health or the Office of Mental Retardation
andDevelopmentalDisabilities, shall be classified asone-or
two-family dwellings.

R101.2.2 Hospice residences.A one- or two-family dwell-
ing operated for the purpose of providing care to more than
two but not more than eight hospice patients, created pur-
suant to Article 40 of the Public Health Law, and as defined
in Section 4002 of said Law.

R101.2.3Manufacturedhomes.Ahomebearing a seal sig-
nifying conformance to the design and construction require-
ments of Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD),ManufacturedHomeConstruction and Safety Stan-
dards, 24 CFR Part 3280.

R101.2.4 Mobile homes. A home constructed in a factory
prior to June 15, 1976, with or without a label certifying
compliance with NFPA, ANSI or a specific state standard.

R101.2.5Modular homes. Factorymanufactured dwelling
units conforming to applicable provisions of this code and
bearing insignia of approval issued by the Secretary of State
of New York State.

R101.3 Purpose. The purpose of this code is to provide mini-
mum requirements to safeguard public safety, health and gen-
eral welfare, through affordability, structural strength, means
of egress facilities, stability, sanitation, light and ventilation,
energy conservation and safety to life and property from fire
and other hazards attributed to the built environment.

SECTION R102
APPLICABILITY

R102.1 General. Where, in any specific case, different sec-
tions of this code specify different materials, methods of

construction or other requirements, the most restrictive shall
govern. Where there is a conflict between a general require-
ment and a specific requirement, the specific requirement shall
be applicable.

R102.2 Other laws and regulations. The provisions of this
code shall not be deemed to nullify any provisions of local,
state or federal laws and regulations.

R102.3 Application of references. References to chapter or
section numbers, or to provisions not specifically identified by
number, shall be construed to refer to such chapter, section or
provision of this code.

R102.4Reference standards.The standards referenced in this
code shall be considered part of the requirements of this code to
theprescribedextentof each such reference.Wheredifferences
occur between provisions of this code and reference standards,
the provisions of this code shall apply.

R102.5 Appendices. The following appendices have been
adopted and are made part of this code:

Appendix D - Recommended Procedure for Safety In-
spection of an Existing Appliance Installation

Appendix E - Manufactured Housing Used as Dwellings

Appendix G - Swimming Pools, Spas and Hot Tubs

Appendix H - Patio Covers

Appendix J - Existing Buildings and Structures

R102.6 Partial invalidity. In the event any part or provision of
this code is held to be illegal or void, this shall not have the
effect of making void or illegal any of the other parts or
provisions.

R102.7Existing structures.The legal occupancy of any struc-
ture existing on the date of adoption of this code shall be per-
mitted to continue without change, except as is specifically
covered in this code, the Property Maintenance Code of New
York State or the Fire Code of New York State.

R102.7.1 Additions, alterations or repairs. Additions,
alterationsor repairs to any structure shall conform to that re-
quired for a new structure without requiring the existing
structure to complywith all of the requirements of this code,
unless otherwise stated. Additions, alterations or repairs
shall not cause an existing structure to become unsafe or
adversely affect the performance of the building.
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R102.8 Stormwater runoff. Operators of construction sites
fromwhich stormwater runoff isdischarged to statewatersmay
need to first obtain a State Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (SPDES) permit authorizing such discharge. This usu-
ally means acquiring coverage under a SPDES General
Construction Activity Stormwater Permit, which requires the
operator to implement management practices that are aimed at
minimizing pollutants in the discharged runoff. The operator
shall contact theNewYorkStateDepartment ofEnvironmental
Conservation (DEC) regional office having jurisdiction in the
geographical area where the discharge will occur for informa-
tion concerning SPDES general permit coverage and informa-
tion on how to manage and reduce pollution associated with
stormwater runoff.

SECTION R103
OFFICE OF CODE ENFORCEMENT

R103.1Creationofenforcementagency.Acity, town,village
or county that is responsible for administration and enforce-
ment of this code shall designate a code enforcement official in
accordance with the applicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

SECTION R104
CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICIAL

R104.1General.Acity, town, village or county that is respon-
sible for administration and enforcement of this code shall
establish its local program in accordance with the applicable
provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and

enforcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the appli-
cable provisions of state agency regulations.

R104.2 and R104.3 Reserved.

R104.4 Inspections. A city, town, village or county that is re-
sponsible for administration and enforcement of this code shall
provide for inspections in accordance with the applicable
provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and

enforcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the appli-
cable provisions of state agency regulations.

R104.5 and R104.6 Reserved.

R104.7 Department records. A city, town, village or county
that is responsible for administration and enforcement of this
code shall establish and maintain records in accordance with
the applicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

R104.8 Reserved.

R104.9 Approved materials and equipment. Materials,
equipment and devices approved by a recognized testing labo-
ratory shall be constructed and installed in accordance with
such approval.
R104.9.1 Used materials and equipment. Used materials
thatmeet the requirements of this code for newmaterials are
permitted.

R104.10 Reserved.
R104.11 Alternative materials, design and methods of
construction and equipment. The provisions of this code are
not intended toprevent the installationof anymaterialor topro-
hibit any design ormethod of construction not specifically pre-
scribed by this code, provided that any such alternative has
been approved. An alternative material, design or method of
construction shall be approvedwhere the State Fire Prevention
and Building Code Council finds that the proposed design is
satisfactory and complies with the intent of the provisions of
this code and that the material, method or work offered is, for
the purpose intended, at least the equivalent of that prescribed
in this code.

SECTION R105
PERMITS

R105.1 Required. A city, town, village or county that is re-
sponsible for administration and enforcement of this code shall
determine local permit requirements in accordancewith the ap-
plicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

SECTION R106
CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTS

R106.1 Submittal documents.A city, town, village or county
that is responsible for administration and enforcement of this
code shall determine the submittal and review of appropriate
documents in accordance with the applicable provisions of lo-
cal law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

SECTION R107
RESERVED

SECTION R108
FEES

R108.1 Payment of fees.Acity, town, village or county that is
responsible for administration and enforcement of this code
shall establish fees in accordance with the applicable provi-
sions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.
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SECTION R109
INSPECTIONS

R109.1 Types of inspections. A city, town, village or county
that is responsible for administration and enforcement of this
code shall determine necessary inspections in accordancewith
the applicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

SECTION R110
CERTIFICATE OF OCCUPANCY

R110.1 Use and occupancy. A city, town, village or county
that is responsible for administration and enforcement of this
code shall provide for the issuance of certificates of occupancy
in accordance with the applicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.

SECTION R111
RESERVED

SECTION R112
VARIANCE PROCEDURES

R112.1 Application for variance or appeal. Variance or ap-
peal for any part of this code shall be in accordance with the
provisions of 19NYCRR. No town, village, city or county, nor
any state agency charged with the administration and enforce-
ment of this code may waive, modify or otherwise alter this
code.

SECTION R113
VIOLATIONS

R113.1Violations.Violationsof this code shall bedealtwith in
a manner appropriate to the applicable provisions of a city,
town, village or county and shall be in accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions of local law.
Violations of this code on state property shall be dealtwith in

a manner appropriate to a state agency.

SECTION R114
STOP WORK ORDER

R114.1 Notice to owner.A city, town, village or county that is
responsible for administration and enforcement of this code
shall determine the criteria for the issuance of stopwork orders
in accordance with the applicable provisions of local law.
A state agency that is responsible for administration and en-

forcement of this code shall be in compliancewith the applica-
ble provisions of state agency regulations.
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Part II � Definitions
CHAPTER 2

DEFINITIONS

SECTION R201
GENERAL

R201.1 Scope. Unless otherwise expressly stated, the follow-
ing words and terms shall, for the purposes of this code, have
the meanings indicated in this chapter.

R201.2 Interchangeability. Words used in the present tense
include the future; words in the masculine gender include the
feminine and neuter; the singular number includes the plural
and the plural, the singular.

R201.3 Terms defined in other codes. Where terms are not
defined in this code, such termsshall havemeanings ascribed to
them as in other code publications of the International Code
Council.

R201.4 Terms not defined. Where terms are not defined
through the methods authorized by this section, such terms
shall have ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context
implies.

SECTION R202
DEFINITIONS

ACCESS (TO). That which enables a device, appliance or
equipment to be reachedby ready access or by ameans that first
requires the removal or movement of a panel, door or similar
obstruction (see also �Ready access�).

ACCESSIBLE. Signifies access that requires the removal of
an access panel or similar removable obstruction.

ACCESSIBLE, READILY. Signifies access without the
necessity for removing a panel or similar obstruction.

ACCESSORYSTRUCTURE. In one-and two-familydwell-
ings not more than three stories high with separate means of
egress, a building, the use of which is incidental to that of the
main building and which is located on the same lot.

ADAPTER FITTING. An approved connecting device that
suitably and properly joins or adjusts pipes and fittings that do
not otherwise fit together.

ADDITION.Anextensionor increase in floor areaor heightof
a building or structure.

AIR ADMITTANCE VALVE. A one-way valve designed to
allow air into the plumbing drainage system when a negative
pressuredevelops in thepiping.Thisdevice shall closebygrav-
ity and seal the terminal under conditions of zero differential
pressure (no flow conditions) and under positive internal
pressure. The purpose of an air admittance valve is to provide a
method of allowing air to enter the plumbing drainage system

without the use of a vent extended to open air and to prevent
sewer gases from escaping into a building.
AIR BREAK, DRAINAGE SYSTEM. An arrangement in
which a discharge pipe from a fixture, appliance or device
drains indirectly into a receptor below the flood-level rimof the
receptor, and above the trap seal.
AIR CIRCULATION, FORCED. A means of providing
space conditioning utilizing movement of air through ducts or
plenums by mechanical means.
AIR CONDITIONING. The treatment of air so as to control
simultaneously the temperature, humidity, cleanness and dis-
tribution of the air to meet the requirements of a conditioned
space.
AIR-CONDITIONINGSYSTEM.A system that consists of
heat exchangers, blowers, filters, supply, exhaust and return-air
systems, and shall include any apparatus installed in connec-
tion therewith.
AIR, EXHAUST.Air being removed from any space or piece
of equipment and conveyed directly to the atmosphere by
means of openings or ducts.
AIRGAP,DRAINAGESYSTEM.Theunobstructedvertical
distance through free atmosphere between the outlet of awaste
pipeand the flood-level rimof the fixtureor receptor intowhich
it is discharging.
AIRGAP,WATER-DISTRIBUTIONSYSTEM.Theunob-
structed vertical distance through free atmosphere between the
lowest opening from a water supply discharge to the flood-
level rim of a plumbing fixture.
AIR-HANDLING UNIT. A blower or fan used for the pur-
pose of distributing supply air to a room, space or area.
AIR, MAKEUP. Air that is provided to replace air being ex-
hausted.
ALTERATION.Anyconstructionor renovation to anexisting
structure other than repair or addition that requires a permit.
Also, a change in a mechanical system that involves an exten-
sion, addition or change to the arrangement, type or purpose of
the original installation that requires a permit.
ANCHORS. See �Supports.�
ANODELESSRISER.Atransition assembly inwhich plastic
piping is installed and terminated aboveground outside of a
building.
ANTISIPHON. A term applied to valves or mechanical
devices that eliminate siphonage.
APPLIANCE.Adevice or apparatus that ismanufactured and
designed toutilize energy and forwhich this codeprovides spe-
cific requirements.
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