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Foreword (This foreword is not part of American National Standard INCITS 442-2010.)

INCITS (The InterNational Committee for Information Technology Standards) is the
ANSI recognized Standards Development Organization for information technology
within the United States of America. Members of INCITS are drawn from Govern-
ment, Corporations, Academia and other organizations with a material interest in the
work of INCITS and its Technical Committees. INCITS does not restrict membership
and attracts participants in its technical work from 13 different countries, and oper-
ates under the rules of the American National Standards Institute.

In the field of Biometrics, INCITS has established the Technical Committee M1. Stan-
dards developed by this Technical Committee have reached consensus throughout
the development process and have been thoroughly reviewed through several Public
Review processes. In addition, the INCITS Executive Board and the ANSI Board of
Standards Review have approved this American National Standard for publication as
an INCITS Standard.

This standard contains three annexes. Annex A is normative and is considered part
of the standard. Annexes B and C are informative and are not considered part of the
standard.

Requests for interpretation, suggestions for improvement or addenda, or defect re-
ports are welcome. They should be sent to InterNational Committee for Information
Technology Standards (INCITS), ITI, 1101 K Street, NW, Suite 610, Washington, DC
20005.

This standard was processed and approved for submittal to ANSI by INCITS. Com-
mittee approval of this standard does not necessarily imply that all committee mem-
bers voted for its approval. At the time it approved this standard, INCITS had the
following members:

Don Wright, Chair
Jennifer Garner, Secretary
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Bob Labelle (Alt.)
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1 Scope 

BIAS defines biometric services used for identity assurance that are invoked over a 
services-based framework. It is intended to provide a generic set of biometric and 
identity-related functions and associated data definitions to allow remote access to 
biometric services. To allow BIAS to be flexible to the amount and types of 
biographic and biometric information available to and used by a system, the terms 
“biographic data” and “biometric data” as used in this standard are very general. 

The binding of these services to specific frameworks is not included in this project, 
but will be the subject of separate standards. The first such standard (for a Web 
services framework) is planned to be developed by OASIS by the BIAS Integration 
Technical Committee. 

Although focused on biometrics, this standard will necessarily include support for 
other related identity assurance mechanisms such as biographic and token 
capabilities. BIAS is intended to be compatible with and used in conjunction with 
other biometric standards as described in clause 3. 

Specification of single-platform biometric functionality (e.g., client-side capture, etc.) 
is not within the scope of this standard. 

Integration of biometric services as part of an authentication service or protocol is 
not within the scope of this standard; however, it is possible that some of the basic 
biometric services defined herein may be used by such an implementation in the 
future. 

2 Conformance 

Annex A specifies the conformance requirements for systems/components claiming 
conformance to this standard. 
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