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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO/IEC 10381-5 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 190, Soil quality, Subcommittee SC 2, 
Sampling. 

ISO/IEC 10381 consists of the following parts, under the general title Soil quality — Sampling: 

⎯ Part 1: Guidance on the design of sampling programmes, 

⎯ Part 2: Guidance on sampling techniques, 

⎯ Part 3: Guidance on safety, 

⎯ Part 4: Guidance on the procedure for investigation of natural, near-natural and cultivated sites, 

⎯ Part 5: Guidance on the procedure for the investigation of urban and industrial sites with regard to soil 
contamination, 

⎯ Part 6: Guidance on the collection, handling and storage of soil for the assessment of aerobic microbial 
processes in the laboratory, 

⎯ Part 7: Guidance on sampling of soil gas, 

⎯ Part 8: Guidance on sampling of stockpiles. 
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Introduction 

This part of ISO 10381 is one of a group of standards dealing with various aspects of site investigation and 
sampling. It should be used in conjunction with the other parts of ISO 10381 (see Foreword). 

Whilst serious cases of soil contamination mostly occur at urban and industrial sites, serious contamination of 
agricultural land can also occur (for example, due to pesticides usage, long-term irrigation and application of 
organic wastes). In such cases, a combination of the methodologies of ISO 10381-4 and ISO 10381-5 may be 
appropriate. When the objective of an investigation is related to plant growth, reference should be made to 
ISO 10381-4. 

The general terminology used is in accordance with that established in ISO/TC 190 “Soil quality” and more 
particularly with the terminology given in ISO 11074. 

The investigation of ground water, soil gas and surface water falls outside the scope of (this part of) 
ISO 10381. For more information on ground water and surface water sampling, see ISO 5667. Information on 
the sampling of soil gas is provided in ISO 10381-7. 
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