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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are 
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the 
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the 
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2, www.iso.org/directives.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.  Details of 
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or 
on the ISO list of patent declarations received, www.iso.org/patents.

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not 
constitute an endorsement.

The committee responsible for this document is ISO/TC 108, Mechanical vibration, shock and condition 
monitoring, Subcommittee SC 4, Human exposure to mechanical vibration and shock.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 10819:1996), of which it constitutes a 
technical revision. The main changes are stronger criteria for antivibration gloves and the addition of a 
method for measuring the material thickness.
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Introduction

Because of the growing demand to reduce health risks associated with exposure to hand-transmitted 
vibration, gloves with vibration-reducing materials are often used to attenuate vibration transmitted to 
the hands. These gloves normally provide little reduction in hand-transmitted vibration at frequencies 
below 150 Hz. Some gloves can increase the vibration transmitted to the hands at these low frequencies. 
Gloves with vibration-reducing materials that meet the requirements of this International Standard to be 
classified as an antivibration glove can be expected to reduce hand-transmitted vibration at frequencies 
above 150 Hz. These gloves can reduce but not eliminate health risks associated with hand-transmitted 
vibration exposure.

Field observations indicate that gloves with vibration-reducing materials can result in positive and 
negative health effects. Positive health effects can occur with gloves that reduce finger tingling and 
numbness and that keep the hands warm and dry. Negative health effects can occur with gloves that 
increase the vibration transmitted to the hands at low frequencies and that increase hand and arm 
fatigue because they increase the hand grip effort required to control a vibrating machine.

Gloves tested in accordance with the requirements of this International Standard are evaluated in a 
controlled laboratory environment. The actual vibration attenuation of a glove in a work environment 
can differ from that measured in a controlled laboratory environment.

Vibration transmissibility measurements made in accordance with the requirements of this International 
Standard are performed only at the palm of the hand. The transmission of vibration to the fingers is not 
measured. When evaluating the effectiveness of a glove with a vibration-reducing material used to reduce 
vibration transmitted to the hand, vibration transmission to the fingers should also be assessed. However, 
research subsequent to the publication of this International Standard is needed to develop a measurement 
procedure that can be used to measure the vibration transmissibility of gloves at the fingers.

The measurement procedure specified in this International Standard only addresses glove properties 
that can reduce health risks associated with hand-transmitted vibration in work environments. It does 
not address glove properties necessary to reduce other hand-related health and safety risks in work 
environments.

The measurement procedure specified in this International Standard can also be used to measure the 
vibration transmissibility of a material that is being evaluated for use to cover a handle of a machine or 
for potential use in a glove.
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