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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 10821 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 148, Sewing machines. 
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Introduction 

This International Standard is intended to provide manufacturers, users and official bodies with safety 
requirements which, in view of the state of the art, are to be met for industrial sewing machines, units and 
systems. 

For machinery and hazards not within the scope of this International Standard, see ISO 12100-1 and 
ISO 12100-2. 

The concept of this International Standard is to deal first in general and then in detail with significant hazards 
(see Clause 4), as well as safety requirements (see Clause 5); it starts with those requirements applicable to 
all types of industrial sewing machines in order to arrive at specific requirements for particular types of 
machines. 

A peculiarity of industrial sewing machines is that sewing units and systems are frequently built up by the user 
from components emanating from various manufacturers. Furthermore, in the course of their period of use, 
units and systems may be adapted by the user for different tasks (owing to, for example, frequent changes in 
fashion) by means of the interchange of components or the addition of supplementary equipment. Such 
measures can also serve the purpose of increasing the degree of automation. As a result, the user who 
assembles several components into a new sewing unit or system is in the position of a manufacturer and thus, 
like the manufacturer, is responsible for assuring that any hazards inherent in the operation of the new 
combination are eliminated, and that it conforms to this International Standard and any other relevant standard 
or regulation. 
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