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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 11140-1 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 198, Sterilization of health care products. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 11140-1:1995 and 
ISO 11140-1:1995/Amd.1:1998), which has been technically revised. 

ISO 11140 consists of the following parts, under the general title Sterilization of health care products — 
Chemical indicators: 

 Part 1: General requirements 

 Part 2: Test equipment and methods 

 Part 3: Class 2 indicators for steam penetration test sheets 

 Part 4: Class 2 indicators for steam penetration test packs 

 Part 5: Class 2 indicators for air removal test sheets and packs 

NOTE ISO 11140-2 is to be replaced by ISO 18472, Sterilization of health care products — Biological and chemical 
indicators — Test equipment. 
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Introduction 

This part of ISO 11140 specifies performance requirements and/or test methods for chemical indicators 
intended for use with sterilization processes employing steam, dry heat, ethylene oxide, γ or β radiation, 
steam-formaldehyde or vaporized hydrogen peroxide. 

Additional requirements for indicators intended for use with other sterilization methods (e.g. other forms of 
moist heat sterilization) are not specifically provided in this part of ISO 11140, however, the general 
requirements will apply. 

The requirements for specific test indicators (e.g. Bowie-Dick test indicators) are covered in other parts of 
ISO 11140. 

Standards for sterilizers and for the validation and process control of sterilization, describe performance tests 
for sterilizers and methods of validation and routine control, respectively. 

This part of ISO 11140 is intended for manufacturers of chemical indicators and specifies the general 
requirements for chemical indicators. Subsequent parts of this International Standard specify the particular 
requirements for chemical indicators for particular applications and for defined tests of particular sterilization 
processes used in health care, including industry. The use of the indicators specified in this part of ISO 11140 
are described in ISO 15882, EN 285, ISO 11135 and ISO 17665. 

Resistometers (see ISO 18472) are used to characterize the performance of the chemical indicators described 
in this part of ISO 11140. Resistometers allow for precise variation of the specific test conditions and cycle 
sequences in order to produce controlled physical studies. Resistometers differ from conventional sterilizers; 
therefore, if conventional sterilizers are used to attempt to duplicate resistometer conditions, erroneous and/or 
misleading results may occur. 
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