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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work
of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through {SO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for
which a technical committee has been established has the right to be
represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental
and non-governmental, in liaison with SO, also take part in the work. iSO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
{IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard 1SO 11242 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 20, Aircraft and space vehicles, Subcommittee SC 9, Air cargo
and ground equipment.

Annexes A, B and C of this International Standard are for information only.
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Introduction

The decrease in ambient pressure with altitude creates a pressure differ-
ential between the inside of a cargo container and the outside environ-
ment. When the internal volume andfor area of a container are significant,
this may, if not properly controlled, resuit in tremendous forces exerted
on the container panels, thus becoming a major flight safety hazard. Inci-
dents were recorded during flight in which overly airtight containers broke
down or nearly exploded during climb.

In order to avoid such potentially hazardous situations, it is essential that
this problem be clearly identified and taken into account when designing
any type of container to be moved regularly or occasionally by air cargo.
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