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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide
federation of national standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of
preparing International Standards is normally carried out through SO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which
a technical committee has been established has the right to be represented
on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-
governmental, in liaison with 1SO, also take part in the work. ISO
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission
(IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are
circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International
Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting
a vote.

International Standard ISO 11948-1 was prepared by Technical Committee
ISO/TC 173, Technical systems and aids for disabled or handicapped
persons, Subcommittee SC 3, Aids for ostomy and incontinence.

ISO 11948 consists of the following parts, under the general title Urine-
absorbing aids:

—  Part 1: Whole-product testing.

—  Part 2: Determination of short-time liquid release (leakage) under
conditions of light incontinence and low pressure

Annex A of ISO 11948 is for information only.
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Introduction

The method described in this part of ISO 11948 was selected from those
used in the ISO Pad Leakage Project, in which a variety of disposable
urine-absorbing aids were tested in various ways in the laboratory and by a
user population of about 100 heavily incontinent persons, the majority of
whom were non-ambulatory adult females residing in hospitals or nursing
homes in eight different countries. The applicability of the method to other
groups (e.g. babies or ambulatory adults) or to other classes of product
(e.g. reusable or non-body worn) is unknown. See references [1] and [2] in
annex A.

The method measures the maximum absorption capacity of the absorbing
material in the entire urine-absorbing aid. The method is useful for
comparing the performance of products whose absorbing cores are
uniform in composition and absorbing properties, but it overestimates the
amount of urine these products hold in actual use. The method has not
been validated for predicting performance of urine-absorbing aids whose
absorbent cores are designed to be non-uniform in composition and
absorbing properties.

Urine-absorbing aid user performance is affected by many other factors in
addition to absorption capacity, such as: the pressure on the product; the
posture of the user (e.g. sitting, standing, moving, lying down); the flowrate
at which the user loses urine; and how well the product is put on. From
user trials, urine-absorbing aid performance is also known to be affected by
composition and design features such as shaping, profiling, composition of
the absorbent core, elastication and the kind of fixation system used to
keep the product close to the body. This method does not differentiate
these product features.
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