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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 12231 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 42, Photography.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 12231:2005), which has been technically revised.
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Introduction

Electronic still picture imaging concepts are drawn from traditional photography, electronics, video, and 
information technology. In some cases the concepts are redefined to apply to electronic still picture imaging. 
For example, unlike traditional photography, measurements cannot be defined in terms of “film” or “sensitized 
material”, since images acquired by digital image capture devices are stored electronically and are not 
immediately exposed on film. The meaning of shutter and exposure time is also different for digital image 
capture devices, because an electronic imaging sensor typically has image acquisition characteristics that are 
different from those of film.

This International Standard provides a vocabulary which standardizes the use and meaning of terms associated 
with electronic still picture imaging. It is organized alphabetically and follows natural (English) word order 
wherever possible. The source documents for most of the definitions provided in this International Standard are 
International Standards on electronic still picture imaging developed by ISO/TC 42 and ISO/TC 130.

Where possible, users are advised to verify if a more recent edition of the source document has been published, 
which contains an updated version of the term and definition. Future revisions of this International Standard will 
include updated terms and definitions consistent with the source documents at the time the revision is prepared.
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