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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 12776 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 51, Pallets for unit load method of materials 
handling. 

This first edition cancels and replaces ISO/TR 12776:1995 which has been technically revised. 
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Introduction 

The system of slipsheet unit-load handling involves the use of a thin sheet of material, the slipsheet, as a base 
on which items are assembled as a unit load for handling, transport and storage. Slipsheets provide an 
alternative to the use of pallets for assembling, handling, transporting and sorting goods in unit-load form. 

To use slipsheets, a conventional lift truck is equipped with a special attachment for gripping, pulling and 
pushing the slip-sheeted unit loads. The attachment may be permanent or removable depending on the 
application and circumstances. If all lift trucks in the distribution cycle are equipped with the proper attachment, 
a slipsheet is the only material-handling base required. Unit loads on slipsheet, may be lifted, stacked and 
then retrieved and handled as a single unit. The stacking height may be as high as five unit loads, depending 
on the strength of the packing. However, the slipsheet may also be used in conjunction with a pallet, if desired, 
at certain stages in the distribution cycle. 

Originally developed in the United States, the slipsheet provides an inexpensive and lightweight unit-load base 
that occupies little shipping cube and is more easily disposed of than conventional pallets. If both the shipper 
and receiver have the appropriate equipment and other basic requirements are met, the full benefits of 
unitized load handling can be met using slipsheets. 
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