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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.
The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an

International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 14853 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee SC 5, Physical-
chemical properties.
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Introduction

With the increasing use of plastics, their recovery and disposal have become a major issue. As a first priority,
recovery should be promoted. For example plastic litter, which originates mainly from consumers, is difficult to
recover completely. Additional examples of materials difficult to recover are found in the disposal of fishing
tackle, agricultural mulch films and water-soluble polymers. These plastic materials tend to leak from closed
waste management infrastructures into natural environments. Biodegradable plastics are now emerging as
one of the available options to solve such environmental issues. Plastic materials such as products or
packaging which are sent to anaerobic treatment facilities should be potentially biodegradable. Therefore it is
very important to determine the potential biodegradability of such materials and to obtain a quantitative
measure of their biodegradability in anaerobic environments.
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