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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies (ISO
member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical
committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in
liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical
Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 3.

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting.
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this International Standard may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

International Standard ISO 15361 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 6, Paper, board and pulps,
Subcommittee SC 5, Test methods and quality specifications for pulp.

Annex A forms a normative part of this International Standard.
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Introduction

Tensile strength data at a span length of zero may be used to assess the retention of fibre strength through the
entire fibre-processing chain, providing opportunities to optimize fibre characteristics and utilization in various paper
grades. Tensile strength values determined at a span length of zero contribute to our understanding of finished
sheet strength and are of increasing importance in measuring the impact of new pulping, bleaching and
papermaking processes on fibre characteristics.

The zero-span tensile test may be used to determine the strength of pulp fibres when beaten under laboratory
conditions, regardless of the laboratory beating procedure used. Measurement of zero-span tensile strength, in
conjunction with tensile strength as well as other physical properties, is useful in optimizing new fibre-processing
techniques and maximizing utilization of new fibre sources such as recycled fibres. Papers referenced in the
bibliography give further information on the use of zero-span tensile measurements.

The clamping pressure utilized in zero-span testing ensures a maximum clamping effect but cannot totally prevent
micro-slippage, whereby the tensile load transmitted in the clamped fibres is dissipated by frictional shear into the
clamping jaws. This micro-slippage means that the ends of some fibres will slip out from beneath the clamping jaw,
thereby diminishing the number of fibres carrying the load at tensile failure. In addition, if kinks in fibres are not
removed in the beating process, test results may be diminished. For these reasons, careful interpretation of the
zero-span tensile strength value should be exercised in order to separate effects due to the relative number of
fibres which are carrying the load at failure, and the effects due to the tensile strength of the individual fibres
present in the aggregate.

The zero-span strength values may be different if the samples are tested dry and conditioned, rewetted or wet
(never dried).
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