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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards 
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out 
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical 
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International 
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. 
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of 
electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International 
Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. 
Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75  % of the member bodies 
casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of 
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 15589‑2 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 67, Materials, equipment and offhore structures 
for petroleum, petrochemical and natural gas industries, Subcommittee SC 2, Pipeline transportation systems.

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 15589‑2:2004), which has been technically 
revised as follows:

—	 In Clause 6 recommendations for isolating joints are included.

—	 In Clause 7 a subclause on hydrogen-induced stress cracking evaluation is included.

—	 In Clause 7 coating breakdown factors have been reorganized by splitting into “with” and “without” 
concrete coating. More conservative values for some coating systems have been selected based on 
feedback from daily practice in industry.

—	 In Clause 8 recommendations on anode electrochemical properties for seawater with low salinity 
are included.

—	 Design values for electrochemical capacity in Clause  8 have been reduced. Higher values are 
permitted if properly documented.

—	 Quality control of anodes has been adjusted regarding tolerances, straightness, mass, surface 
irregularities and cracking (Clause 10).

—	 The guidance on attenuation calculation has been significantly extended. A new Annex B has been 
introduced and includes several examples and alternative methods.

—	 Regarding anode testing, only free-running testing is accepted (see Annex C).

ISO 15589 consists of the following parts, under the general title Petroleum, petrochemical and natural 
gas industries — Cathodic protection of pipeline transportation systems:

—	 Part 1: On-land pipelines

—	 Part 2: Offshore pipelines
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Introduction

The technical revision of this part of ISO 15589 has been carried out in order to accommodate the needs 
of industry and to move this International Standard to a higher level of service within the petroleum, 
petrochemical and natural gas industry.

Pipeline cathodic protection is achieved by the supply of sufficient direct current to the external pipe 
surface, so that the steel-to-electrolyte potential is lowered on all the surface to values at which external 
corrosion is reduced to an insignificant rate.

Cathodic protection is normally used in combination with a suitable protective coating system to protect 
the external surfaces of steel pipelines from corrosion.

Users of this part of ISO 15589 should be aware that further or differing requirements may be needed 
for individual applications. This part of ISO 15589 is not intended to prevent alternative equipment or 
engineering solutions from being used for individual applications. This may be particularly applicable 
where there is innovative or developing technology. Where an alternative is offered, it is intended that 
any variations from this part of ISO 15589 be identified and documented.

This part of ISO 15589 can also be used for offshore pipelines outside the petroleum, petrochemical and 
natural gas industries.
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