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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 18064 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 45, Rubber and rubber products. 
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Introduction 

Thermoplastic elastomers combine many of the attributes and features of both vulcanized thermoset rubber 
and thermoplastic materials. It is, therefore, important that any system of classification and nomenclature for 
this rapidly expanding polymer sector should be acceptable to both the rubber and plastics industries. Neither 
of the existing standards for the nomenclature and abbreviated terms for rubber (ISO 1629) and for plastics 
(ISO 1043-1) is suitable for this purpose. The system in this International Standard has been devised to avoid 
any conflict of interests or ambiguity, permit the use of existing terms in the construction of abbreviations for 
thermoplastic elastomers, and allow for future developments or expansion. 

This International Standard uses established abbreviated terms. Its aim is both to prevent the occurrence of 
more than one abbreviated term for a given thermoplastic elastomer term, and to prevent the interpretation of 
more than one meaning for a given abbreviated term. For this reason, this International Standard makes 
appropriate use of the terms and symbols listed in ISO 1043-1 and ISO 1629. 
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