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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 20200 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 61, Plastics, Subcommittee SC 5, Physical-
chemical properties. 
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Introduction 

The test method described in this International Standard determines the degree of disintegration of plastic 
materials when exposed to a composting environment. The method is simple and inexpensive, does not 
require special bioreactors and is scaled for use in any general-purpose laboratory. It requires the use of a 
standard and homogeneous synthetic solid waste. The synthetic waste components are dry, clean, safe 
products which can be stored in the laboratory without any odour or health problems. The synthetic waste is of 
constant composition and devoid of any undesired plastic material which could be erroneously identified as 
test material at the end of testing, altering the final evaluation. The bioreactors are small, as is the amount of 
synthetic waste to be composted (approximately 3 l). With the limited amount of test material, this method 
provides a simplified test procedure. This test method is not aimed at determining the biodegradability of 
plastic materials under composting conditions. Further testing will be necessary before being able to claim 
compostability. 
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