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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 21413 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 113, Hydrometry, Subcommittee SC 8, Ground 
water. 
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Introduction 

The measurement of a water level in a well constitutes a data-collection process that provides fundamental 
information about the status of a groundwater system. Accordingly, measured water levels should be 
sufficiently accurate and reproducible to meet the needs of most data-collection and monitoring programs. 
Several manual methods commonly used to collect water-level data in wells employ relatively simple 
measuring devices such as graduated steel tapes, electric tapes, and air lines. In some cases, water-level 
measurements are required in flowing wells. The procedures associated with each of these methods are 
intrinsically different and subject to varying limitations and accuracies. Standardization of these methods 
would ensure that the procedures and associated equipment used by the international community to collect 
water-level data in a well are consistent, and that the results can be compared with minimal concern about the 
relative accuracies and/or the procedures use in collecting the data. 
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