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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the 
International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2. 

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. 

ISO 22610 was prepared by the European Committee for Standardization (CEN) Technical Committee 
CEN/TC 205, Non-active medical devices, in collaboration with Technical Committee ISO/TC 94, Personal 
safety — Protective clothing and equipment, Subcommittee SC 13, Protective clothing, in accordance with the 
Agreement on technical cooperation between ISO and CEN (Vienna Agreement). 
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Introduction 

There are numerous examples of situations where bacteria carried by a liquid may migrate through a barrier 
material in the wet state. The wet penetration of skin flora through a covering material is one example. 

European Medical Device regulations specifically place the responsibility for avoiding device-related infections 
on the manufacturer. In order to demonstrate compliance with this requirement and to describe a product to 
the user, there is a need to use harmonized and recognized international test methods. 

The test method described in this international standard uses microbiological techniques and is therefore 
intended to be performed exclusively by laboratories experienced in and equipped for such work. 
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