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Foreword 

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of 
national Standards bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International 
Standards is normally carried out through ISO technical committees. Esch member 
body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been established has 
the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, govern- 
mental and non-governmental, in Iiaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO 
collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all 
matters of electrotechnical standardization. 

Draft International Standards adopted by the technical committees are circulated to 
the member bodies for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires 
approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote. 

International Standard ISO 4916 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 38, 
Textiles. 

This second edition cancels and replaces the first edition (ISO 4916 : 19821, of which it 
constitutes a minor technical revision. 

Annex A forms an integral part of this International Standard. 

Avant-propos 

L’ISO (Organisation internationale de normalisation) est une federation mondiale 
d’organismes nationaux de normalisation (comites membres de I’ISO). L’elaboration 
des Normes internationales est en general confiee aux comites techniques de I’ISO. 
Chaque comite membre interesse par une etude a Ie droit de faire Partie du comite 
technique cr& a cet effet. Les organisations internationales, gouvernementales et non 
gouvernementales, en liaison avec I’ISO participent egalement aux travaux. L’ISO col- 
labore etroitement avec Ia Commission electrotechnique internationale (GEI) en ce qui 
concerne Ia normalisation electrotechnique. 

Les projets de Normes internationales adoptes par les comites techniques sont soumis 
aux comites membres pour vote. Leur publication comme Normes internationales 
requiert I’approbation de 75 % au moins des comites membres votants. 

La Norme internationale ISO 4916 a etc elaboree par Ie comite technique ISO/TC 38, 
Textiles. 

Cette deuxieme ed ition annule et remplace Ia Premiere 
elle constitue une revision technique mineure. 

Edition (ISO 4916 : 19821, dont 

L’annexe A fait Partie integrante de Ia presente Norme internationale. 
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ISO 4916 : 1991 (E/F) 

Introduction 

This classification of stitched seams should provide valuable information for purchas- 
ing officers, garment manufacturers, machine manufacturers, students and others. 
The document primarily provides a descriptive guide for purposes of identification and 
ease of reference. 

Stitched seams, for the purpose of this International Standard, consist of a sequence 
of stitch types as defined in ISO 4915, together with a number of components and 
their configuration, which appear in this International Standard. 

In Order for a seam specification to be meaningful, the designation of the stitch type 
has to be added after the designation of the stitched seam. If two or more stitch types 
are used, they should be stated from left to right. 

The ISO 
annex A. 

designations, together with previous national designations, are listed in 

NOTE 1 Further seam types which may be developed in the future should be notified to the 
secretariat of ISO/TC 38 in Order to obtain, after consultation with ISO/TC 38, the correct 
classif ication. 

Introduction 

La presente classification des coutures a pour objet de fournir des renseignements uti- 
les aux Services d’achats, aux confectionneurs, aux fabricants de machines, aux etu- 
diants, etc. Le document fournit principalement un guide descriptif destine a identifier 
les coutures et a rendre leur designation plus aisee. 

Suivant Ie but de Ia presente Norme internationale, les coutures consistent en une Suite 
de types de Points tels qu’ils sont definis dans I’ISO 4915, Ie nombre de composants et 
leur configuration etant representes dans presente Norme internationale. 

Afin que Ia designation d’une couture soit Ia plus complete possible, Ia designation du 
type de Point doit etre ajoutee apres Ia designation de Ia couture. Si I’on utilise deux ou 
plusieurs types de Points, ils doivent etre lus de gauehe a droite. 

Les designations ISO 
I’annexe A. 

ainsi que les designations nationales anterieures sont donnees a 

NOTE 1 Pour les types de coutures qui pourraient etre cr&% ulterieurement, en informer Ie 
secretariat de ISO/TC 38 afin qu’une classification torrecte leur soit attribuee, apres consultation 
des membres de I’ISO/TC 38. 
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INTERNATIONAL STANDARD 
NORME INTERNATIONALE 

ISO4916 : 1991 (E/F) 

Textiles - Seam types - 
Classification and 
terminology 

1 Scope 

This International Standard classifies, illustrates and desig- 
nates, the various kinds of stitched seams. lt is not intended to 
be fully comprehensive but to illustrate a number of the most 
used seam types. lt is applicable to seams used most particu- 
larly in the clothing industry. All illustrations show the cross- 
section of the material configuration only. 

This International Standard should be read in conjunction with 
ISO 4915. 

2 Normative reference 

The following Standard contains provisions which, through 
reference in this text, constitute provisions of this International 
Standard. At the time of publication, the edition indicated was 
valid. All Standards are subject to revision, and Parties to 
agreements based on this International Standard are encouraged 
to investigate the possibility of applying the most recent edition 
of the Standard indicated below. Members of IEC and ISO 
maintain registers of currently valid International Standards. 

ISO 4915 : 1991, Textiles - Stitch types - Classifkation and 
terminology. 

3 Definition 

For the purposes of this International Standard, the following 
definition applies. 

seam: The application of a series of stitches or stitch types to 
one or several thicknesses of material. 

Textiles - Types de 
coutures - Classification 
et terminologie 

1 Domaine d’application 

La presente Norme internationale classifie, illustre et designe 
les divers types de coutures. Elle n’est pas exhaustive mais illus- 
tre les types de coutures les plus utilisees. Elle s’applique aux 
coutures utilisees plus particulierement dans I’industrie de 
I’habillement. Toutes les illustrations montrent seulement Ia 
coupe de Ia configuration du materiau. 

II y a Iieu de lire Ia presente Norme internationale conjointement 
avec I’ISO 4915. 

2 Rhfhrence normative 

La norme suivante contient des dispositions qui, par Suite de Ia 
reference qui en est faite, constituent des dispositions valables 
pour Ia presente Norme internationale. Au moment de Ia 
publication, I’edition indiquee etait en vigueur. Toute norme est 
sujette a revision et les Parties prenantes des accords fondes 
sur Ia presente Norme internationale sont invitees a rechercher 
Ia possibilite d’appliquer I’edition Ia plus recente de Ia norme in- 
diquee ci-apres. Les membres de Ia CEI et de I’ISO possedent Ie 
registre des Normes internationales en vigueur Zr un moment 
donne. 

ISO 4915 : 1991, Textiles - Types de Points - Classification 
et terminologie. 

3 Definition 

Pour les besoins de Ia presente Norme internationale, Ia defini- 
tion suivante s’applique. 

couture: Application d’une Suite de Points ou types de Points 
a une ou plusieurs epaisseurs de materiau. 
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