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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 6341 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 147, Water quality, Subcommittee SC 5, Biological methods.

This fourth edition cancels and replaces the third edition (ISO 6341:1996), which has been technically revised.
It also incorporates the Technical Corrigendum ISO 6341:1996/Cor. 1:1998.
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Introauction

This International Standard specifies a procedure for the determination of the acute toxicity of chemicals,
waters and waste waters to the water flea Daphnia magna Straus.

The evaluation of harmful effects on water quality has for several years involved the performance of biological
tests. Crustaceans are of interest from the ecotoxicological point of view because they are primary consumers
and a major component of the zooplankton in aquatic ecosystems.

The test specified in this International Standard involves the determination of the immobilization of the water
flea Daphnia magna Straus after 24 h or 48 h exposure (depending on the requirement of users or national
authorities) to the test sample under the conditions specified in this International Standard.
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