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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards bodies 
(ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out through ISO 
technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical committee has been 
established has the right to be represented on that committee. International organizations, governmental and 
non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work. ISO collaborates closely with the International 
Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of electrotechnical standardization.

International Standards are drafted in accordance with the rules given in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2.

The main task of technical committees is to prepare International Standards. Draft International Standards 
adopted by the technical committees are circulated to the member bodies for voting. Publication as an 
International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the member bodies casting a vote.

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of patent 
rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights.

ISO 9227 was prepared by Technical Committee ISO/TC 156, Corrosion of metals and alloys.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 9227:2006), of which it constitutes a minor revision.
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Introduction

There is seldom a direct relation between resistance to the action of salt spray and resistance to corrosion in 
other media, because several factors influencing the progress of corrosion, such as the formation of protective 
films, vary greatly with the conditions encountered. Therefore, the test results should not be regarded as 
a direct guide to the corrosion resistance of the tested metallic materials in all environments where these 
materials might be used. Also, the performance of different materials during the test should not be taken as a 
direct guide to the corrosion resistance of these materials in service.

Nevertheless, the method described gives a means of checking that the comparative quality of a metallic 
material, with or without corrosion protection, is maintained.

Salt spray tests are generally suitable as corrosion protection tests for rapid analysis for discontinuities, pores 
and damage in organic and inorganic coatings. In addition, for quality control purposes, comparison can be 
made between specimens coated with the same coating. As comparative tests, however, salt spray tests are 
only suitable if the coatings are sufficiently similar in nature.

It is often not possible to use results gained from salt spray testing as a comparative guide to the long-term 
behaviour of different coating systems, since the corrosion stress during these tests differs significantly from 
the corrosion stresses encountered in practice.
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