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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) is a worldwide federation of national standards
bodies (ISO member bodies). The work of preparing International Standards is normally carried out
through ISO technical committees. Each member body interested in a subject for which a technical
committee has been established has the right to be represented on that committee. International
organizations, governmental and non-governmental, in liaison with ISO, also take part in the work.
ISO collaborates closely with the International Electrotechnical Commission (IEC) on all matters of
electrotechnical standardization.

The procedures used to develop this document and those intended for its further maintenance are
described in the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 1. In particular the different approval criteria needed for the
different types of ISO documents should be noted. This document was drafted in accordance with the
editorial rules of the ISO/IEC Directives, Part 2 (see www.iso.org/directives).

Attention is drawn to the possibility that some of the elements of this document may be the subject of
patent rights. ISO shall not be held responsible for identifying any or all such patent rights. Details of
any patent rights identified during the development of the document will be in the Introduction and/or
on the ISO list of patent declarations received (see www.iso.org/patents).

Any trade name used in this document is information given for the convenience of users and does not
constitute an endorsement.

For an explanation on the meaning of ISO specific terms and expressions related to conformity
assessment, as well as information about ISO’s adherence to the WTO principles in the Technical
Barriers to Trade (TBT) see the following URL: Foreword - Supplementary information

The committee responsible for this document is [SO/TC 163, Thermal performance and energy use in the
built environment, Subcommittee SC 1, Test and measurement methods.

This third edition cancels and replaces the second edition (ISO 9972:2006), which has been technically
revised.
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Introduction

The fan-pressurization method is intended to characterize the air permeability of the building envelope
or parts thereof. It can be used, for example,

a) to measure the air permeability of a building or part thereof for compliance with a design air-
tightness specification,

b) to compare the relative air permeability of several similar buildings or parts of buildings, and

c) to determine the air-leakage reduction resulting from individual retrofit measures applied
incrementally to an existing building or part of building.

The fan pressurization method does not measure the air infiltration rate of a building. The results of this
method can be used to estimate the air infiltration rate and resulted heat load by means of calculation.

Other methods, like tracer gas, are applicable when it is desired to obtain a direct measurement of
the air infiltration rate. A single tracer gas measurement, however, gives limited information on the
performance of ventilation and infiltration of buildings.

The fan-pressurization method applies to measurements of air flow through the construction from
outside to inside or vice versa. It does not apply to air flow measurements from outside through the
construction and back to outside.

The proper use of this International Standard requires knowledge of the principles of air flow and
pressure measurements. Ideal conditions for the test described in this International Standard are
small temperature differences and low wind speeds. For tests conducted in the field, it needs to be
recognized that field conditions can be less than ideal. Nevertheless, strong winds and large indoor-
outdoor temperature differences are to be avoided.
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