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Foreword

ISO (the International Organization for Standardization) and IEC (the International Electrotechnical
Commission) form the specialized system for world-wide standardization. National Bodies that are members
of ISO and IEC participate in the development of International Standards through technical committees
established by the respective organization to deal with particular fieids of technical activity. ISO and IEC
technical committees collaborate in fields of mutual interest. Other international organizatlons
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In the field of information technology, ISO and IEC have established a joint technical committee, ISO/IEC
JTC 1. Draft International Standards adopted by the joint technical committee are circulated to national

bodies for voting. Publication as an International Standard requires approval by at least 75 % of the
national bodies casting a vote.
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moving pictures and associated audio for digital storage media at up to about 1,5 Mbit/s:

— Part 1: Systems

— Part 2: Video

— Part 3: Audio

— Part 4: Compliance testing

Annex A forms an integral part of this part of ISO/IEC 11172. Annex B is for information only.
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Iintroduction

This International Standard was prepared by ISO/IEC JTC1/SC29/WG11 also known as MPEG (Moving
Pictures Expert Group). MPEG was formed in 1988 to establish an International Standard for the coded
representation of moving pictures and associated audio stored on digital storage media. Parts 1, 2 and 3 of
this International Standard were unanimously approved by the participating National Bodies in November
1992.

This International Standard is published in four parts. Part 1 - Systems - specifies the system coding layer
of the standard. It defines a multiplexed structure for combining audio and video data and means of
representing the timing information needed to replay synchronized sequences in real-time. Part 2 - video -
specifies the coded representation of video data and the decoding process required to reconstruct pictures.
Part 3 - audio - specifies the coded representation of audio data and the decoding process required to
reconstruct audio. Part 4 - compliance testing - specifies procedures to determine characteristics of coded
bitstreams and to test compliance of bitstreams and decoders with the requirements specified in Parts 1, 2
and 3.

Parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172 specify a multiplex structure and coded representations of audiovisual
information. Parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172 allow for large flexibility, achieving suitability of this
International Standard for many different applications. The flexibility is obtained by including parameters
in the bitstream that define the characteristics of coded bitstreams. Examples are the audio sampling
frequency, picture size, picture rate and bitrate parameters.

This part of ISO/IEC 11172 specifies how tests can be designed to verify whether bitstreams and decoders
meet the requirements as specified in parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172. These tests can be used for
various purposes such as:

- manufacturers of encoders, and their customers, can use the tests to verify whether the encoder
produces valid bitstreams.

- manufacturers of decoders and their customers can use the tests to verify whether the decoder meets
the requirements specified in parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172 for the claimed decoder
capabilities.

- applications can use the tests to verify whether the characteristics of a given bitstream meet the

application requirements, for example whether the size of the coded picture does not exceed the
maximum value allowed for the application.
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Information technology — Coding of moving pictures
and associated audio for digital storage media at up to
about 1,5 Mbit/s —

Part 4:
Compliance testing

Section 1: General
i.1 Scope
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meet requirements specified in parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172. In this part of ISO/IEC 11172, encoders
are not addressed specifically. An encoder is entitled to be an ISO/IEC 11172 encoder if it generates

bitstreams compliant with the syntactic and semantic bitstream requirements specified in parts 1, 2 and 3 of
ISO/IEC 11172.

Characteristics of coded bitstreams and decoders are defined for parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172. The
characteristics of a bitsiream define the subset of the standard that is exploited in the bitstream. Examples
are the applied values or range of the picture size and bitrate parameters. Decoder characteristics define the
properties and capabilities of the applied decoding process. An example of a property is the applied
ar1thmetlc accuracy. The capabllmes of a decoder spec1fy which coded b1tstreams the decoder can decode and
reconstruct, by defining the subset of the standard that may be exploited in decodable bitstreams. A
bitstream can be decoded by a decoder if the characteristics of the coded bitstream are within the subset of the

standard specified by the decoder capabilities.

Procedures are descibed for testing compliance of bitstreams and decoders to the requirements defined in parts
19 unr‘ 2 nf 1Qﬁlﬂ:(‘ 11172 ﬂlvnn fhn cat nf r\hqrqr\fnrnchr‘c claimead the reaniramaentce that muct he mat
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are fully determined by parts 1, 2 and 3 of ISO/IEC 11172. This part of ISO/IEC 11172 summarizes the
requirements, cross references them to characteristics, and defines how compliance with them can be tested.
Guidelines are given how to construct tests and determine their outcome. Some actual tests are defined
only for audio.

1.2 Normative references

The following International Standards contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute
provisions of this part of ISO/IEC 11172. At the time of publication, the editions indicated were valid.
All standards are subject to revision, and parties to agreernents based on this pan of ISO/IEC 11172 are

encourdgcu io IHVCbllgdle lIlt: pUblelllly Ul dpplylﬂg lIlC most recent CUIUUllb Ul lIlC bmnuauus llluldeCU
below. Members of IEC and ISO maintain registers of currently valid International Standards.

ISO/IEC 11172-1:1993 Information technology - Coding of moving pictures and associated audio for digital
storage media at up to about 1,5 Mbit/s - Part 1: Systems.

ISO/IEC 11172-2:1993 Information technology - Coding of moving pictures and associated audio for digital
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storage media at up to about 1,0 Mbit/s - Part 2: Video.

ISONEC 11172-3:1993 Information rpf‘hnnlnov Fnd;no of moving pictures ai nd associated al,d,g or r]igi[al
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storage media at up to about 1,5 Mbit/s - Part 3: Audlo
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